English Literature- An Inspector Calls- Characters
INSPECTOR GOOLE
The Inspector is used as a dramatic device by Priestley. He has many uses in the play. 
-The point at which the Inspector enters the play is very important. His entrance interrupts Birling’s speech just as he says “a man has to… look after himself and his own-”. The audience get the impression Birling will finish this sentence with “family”, as he has used this phrase slightly earlier on in his speech. This shows that the Inspector is going to highlight Birling’s selfishness and how he doesn’t look after his family at all- which is expressed through Eric saying “you’re not the kind of father a chap can go to when he is in trouble” and Eric has only been able to say this because he has matured due to the Inspector’s questioning. It also hints at the Inspector’s omniscience and out-of-this-worldliness because it makes the reader question how it was that the doorbell rang at this exact time. In Act 3, when Sheila firsts questions whether the Inspector is real or not, we are reminded of the Inspector’s entrance, with Eric saying to his father “do you remember what you said to Gerald and me after dinner… that a man has to make his own way… we weren’t to take any notice of these cranks… and then one of those cranks walked in”. This highlights the Inspector as a socialist, and therefore Priestley’s moral mouthpiece, and shows the significance of his entrance. Sheila says that his entrance is “queer”, again showing the audience the significance. 
-The Inspector is a very dominant character. The stage directions describe he created “at once an impression of massiveness, solidity and purposefulness” which shows he will not back down to the Birlings’ intimidation, no matter how many times Birling reminds him of his social status, such as the fact he “was an alderman for years and Lord Mayor two years ago” and is “still on the Bench”. A less dominating inspector may not have inspected the Birlings so harshly. 
-Priestley uses humour to humanise the Inspector, for example when Birling talks about playing golf with the “Chief Constable, Colonel Roberts” in order to threaten/scare the Inspector, the Inspector replies “dryly” saying “I don’t play golf”. This humour makes him a more credible and believable character. 
-Another role of the Inspector is to make the plot revelations and to control action: “one person and one line of enquiry at a time”. The Inspector only talks to one character at a time, in chronological order, which allows Priestley to build up a “chain of events”. He only allows the person he is questioning to see the photograph (which links to the photograph as a dramatic device). This presents him as methodical and links to his dominating character. It also suggests he may not be real because a real police inspector would question everyone alone but the Inspector already knows what everyone has done, he just wants the others to see their actions. He also controls the tension, for example in Act 3 when Birling becomes threatening towards to Eric, “you hysterical young fool- get back- or I’ll”, the stage directions describe the Inspector “taking charge, masterfully” and tells them to “Stop!” This links to his dominating nature. 
-The Inspector control exposes the characters’ qualities, through his plot revelations about what happened to Eva/Daisy: 
· Birling as a selfish, greedy man because he fires Eva to “keep labour costs down” and he is “paying the usual rates”.
· Sheila as jealous and vain when she got Eva fired from Milwards as she threatened to “never go near that place again” because a dress that Sheila liked, Eva “was just the right type for it just as I was the wrong one”. However, she is also shown to be a sympathetic, compassionate character through her reaction to Eva’s suicide: “Oh- how horrible”. 
· Gerald as a lying, deceitful character because he tells Sheila he was “awfully busy at the works” but in fact he saw “good deal of” Daisy.
· Mrs Birling as prejudiced and selfish as she said what Daisy did was “simply a piece of gross impertinence… that prejudiced me against the case”. 
· Eric as a violent drunk because he was “in the state where a chap easily turns nasty” and full of lust because he says “I wasn’t in love with her… she was pretty and a good sport”. However, like Sheila, he is shown as compassionate because he talked “miserably” about what happened and he’s “not likely to forget” what he did. 
This presents Priestley’s ideas about generation differences; Mr and Mrs Birling and Gerald don’t develop throughout the play but the Inspector’s effect on Sheila and Eric allows them to grow into better people. For example, Sheila’s development can be contrasted to her mother with Sheila saying “I’ll never, never do it again to anybody” whilst Mrs Birling says “I’ve done nothing I’m ashamed of”. As the Inspector is the moral mouthpiece of Priestley, this shows Priestley’s hope in the younger generation. 
-The Inspector’s final speech highlights him as a socialist. He says “there are millions and millions of Eva Smiths and John Smiths” and believes “we are all members of one body” which is a biblical reference to ‘we are all one in Jesus Christ’ and presents the Inspector as an angel-like religious figure who has come to save the Birling’s from the future. Birling’s speech about how “a man has to look after himself and his family” is clear contrast to the Inspector’s final speech which shows the differences between socialism and capitalism. 
-Priestley also uses the final speech to present the Inspector as all knowing when he foreshadows the end of the play: “if men will not learn that lesson, then they will be taught it in fire, blood and anguish”. At the end of the play, the Birlings have not learnt their lesson and so the receive the final call telling them “a girl has just died- on her way to the Infirmary- after swallowing some disinfectant”. This is linked to Dickens’ Christmas Carol- the ghost of the future comes to show Scrooge what will happen if he doesn’t change his ways and this phone call comes to show the Birlings, and the audience, what has happened because they haven’t accepted responsibility. This “blood, fire and anguish” could also be foreshadowing the two world wars that occur after 1912, and this has huge dramatic impact on the original 1946 audience. 
-After the Inspector has left in Act Three, Sheila is the first to question the Inspector’s authenticity- whether he is a real police Inspector or not. There are many hints throughout the play at the Inspector not being a real police inspector:
· His entrance (discussed above)
· His name: Goole is a homophone (same sound but different spelling and meaning) to ghoul- suggesting that Inspector Goole is a ghostlike figure. This is enhanced by Birling who claims the Inspector exploited Eva’s alleged deaths to frighten the “victims”, ghosts usually scare people. Because of the phone call to announce the arrival of another police inspector, one interpretation is that Inspector Goole is actually a ghost or the Birlings’ and Gerald’s consciences working to make them accept their guilt and responsibility. 
· The fact Birling knows “the Brumley police officers pretty well” but has “never seen (the Inspector) before” and the Inspector saying “I don’t see much” of the Chief Constable
· His methodical approach (discussed above)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]His concern for moral responsibility rather than criminal law. To a real police inspector, it would not matter whether Birling and Sheila got Eva fired from her job, or Gerald had an affair with her. He would be more concerned with the suggested rape and money that Eric stole. The Inspector reminds Eric that he treated Eva/Daisy as “if she was an animal, a thing, not a person” rather than money he stole. Also, the Inspector’s final speech highlights his socialist views rather than having anything to do with the law. 
· His impatience to “get on” with his questioning followed by his statement that he hasn’t “much time”. A normal police inspector would take as much time as was needed. It is as if he needs to finish before the moment at which Eva will decide whether or not to end her life, suggesting that whether Birlings decision whether to change and accept responsibility or not will affect what Eva decides. He also needs to be gone before the new, real inspector comes. 
· The way he acts also suggests he isn’t a real police inspector. When Sheila brings up the question about whether he is real or not, all the characters talk about the Inspector’s “very peculiar and suspicious manner”. Sheila says he was “frightening”. 
After Sheila’s questioning of the Inspector’s authenticity, Gerald arrives and states “that man wasn’t a police inspector” with Birling then ringing up the Chief Constable who confirms that there is no Inspector Goole on the police force. The audience are left to question what exactly the Inspector was: a ghost? A personification of the characters’ consciences? Or just a normal person, who happened to know an awful lot? Sheila says “He never seemed like an ordinary police officer”, suggesting he was extraordinary and creating a sense out-of-this-worldliness for the Inspector, linking to the interpretation of the Inspector as a ghost. She then reminds us that they “hardly ever told him anything he didn’t know”, again suggesting he is extraordinary and omniscient. 
