English Literature- An Inspector Calls
Priestley’s technique- Dramatic devices:
A dramatic device is a method used by the author to heighten the interest of the audience. 
Opening stage directions: Used to give us first impressions of each character and introduce the setting. 
Mr Birling- “prosperous manufacturer” “a heavy looking, rather portentous man in his middle fifties with fairly easy manners but rather provincial in his speech”- Shows that Mr B owns and runs a factory and this is how he is rich- he is not born into the class as he speaks ‘commonly’ and is self-important (this is what portentous means). 
Mrs Birling- “about fifty, a rather cold woman and her husband’s social superior”- Shows she is heartless and emotionless and doesn’t care about other people’s feelings. She married down into Mr Birling’s class.
Sheila Birling- “pretty girl in her early twenties, very pleased with life and rather excited”- Shows she is happy about her engagement
Eric Birling- “early twenties, not quite at ease, half shy, half assertive”- Shows he is quite awkward. 
“good solid furniture of the period…substantial and heavily comfortable but not cosy and homelike”- Shows they are trying to make a good impression (links to Birling’s lower status) and creates of mood of awkwardness- suggests something bad is going to happen. Also shows they are well off and middle class. 
The lighting- “pink and intimate until the Inspector arrives an then it should be bright and harder”- Suggests a friendly and personal atmosphere but then it becomes invasive (imagery of a bright light showing physical flaws- this light shows mental flaws etc.) – like an Inspector’s room. Links to Priestley’s subtlety and is a dramatic device in itself, it suggests something bad will happen
Dramatic irony: 
Mr Birling – “nobody wants war” the Titanic is “absolutely, unsinkable” – Link to the context- the audience will have experienced both the sinking of the Titanic which many of them will have known victims of and two wars- through this Priestly shows the audience that “hard-headed business” men, i.e. capitalists, like Mr Birling are completely oblivious to the outside world and their opinion is not to be trusted. 
Mr Birling- he will get his knighthood “so long as we behave ourselves. Don’t get into the police court or start a scandal – eh” He is overconfident and believes that this won’t happen but in fact it does- this is what the Inspector reveals. Gerald goes on to say “You seem to be a well-behaved family” and Birling replies “We think we are”. This ‘throwaway’ sentence hints to the audience that something bad is going to happen. 
Sheila- “You’re squiffy”- suggests to the audience that Eric may have a drunk problem
Mrs Birling- “find this young man and then make sure he’s compelled to confess in public to his responsibility”- Mrs Birling just wants to shift the blame to someone else but in fact she is shifting it to her son. Through the use of “some drunken young idler” and the fact the Inspector wants Eric to stay up because he has some questions for him, the audience are able to realise she is talking about Eric. This highlights her hypocrisy: she has different standards for her family and other families- she would never want Eric to confess publically. However, this can be seen as a natural motherly instinct- to protect her children- but she has far too much pride in her family name. 
Entrances and exits:
Inspector’s entrance- The doorbell rings just as Birling is saying “a man has to mind his own business and look after himself and his own- and-”, the audience assume he will finish with family because previously Birling has said “a man… has to look after himself – and his family, too”. In this pompous speech, Birling also talks about socialists being “cranks” and expresses his strong opinions on how it isn’t his job to look after the poorer people- very strong foreshadowing (the Inspector is going to tell Mr Birling about how what he did affected someone else and Birling strongly disagrees). It is also important that the Inspector enters just before Birling says family- when Birling realises that the Inspector isn’t just here to talk to Sheila he becomes apologetic and doesn’t look after Sheila.  The audience are forced to make this connection near the end of the play when Eric brings this up “do you remember what you said to Gerald and me after dinner… and then one of those cranks walked in- the Inspector”. 
Mrs Birling’s entrance- She comes in without knowing what has previously happened and tries to take control of the situation: “My husband has just explained why you’re here, and while we’ll glad to tell you anything, I don’t think we can help you much”. Sheila realises what she is doing and says “No, Mother- please!” which makes the audience to wonder how Mrs Birling will be involved. 
Eric’s entrance- He appears just at the end of Act Two (see Cliff-hangers). 
The photograph: The Inspector only shows one person the photo at any one time (remember that Gerald and Eric do not see the photograph) - how do we know that he is showing each person the same photograph? The photograph has an immediate impact who ever sees and this adds to the sense of mystery that surrounds both the Inspector and Eva Smith. Gerald points this out in Act three when he says “How do you know it’s the same photograph?”. 
Contrasts: To increase the interest of the audience, Priestly juxtaposes the beliefs of the different characters. 
The differences between the two generations is clear from the beginning. Sheila uses words like “squiffy” and Mrs Birling replies “What an expression Sheila!” demonstrating she doesn’t agree with the choice of words. However, this difference is much bigger throughout the play when we see the characters response to Eva Smith and their reaction to finding out that the Inspector wasn’t real. 
The beliefs of the Inspector and Mr Birling are juxtaposed throughout the entire novel. 
The audience are forced to make links between Sheila and Eva Smith/Daisy Renton and see the huge differences in their life, just because of the differences in class. 
Symbolism: Birling symbolises capitalists, Inspector Goole symbolises socialists (like Priestley), Eva symbolises all the working class people- she is an everyman character, Eric and Sheila symbolise the younger generation who are willing to accept change whilst Gerald represents the younger generation who do not want change. 
Cliff-hangers:
Act one ends with the Inspector saying “well?” to Gerald and this is exactly how Act 2 begins. The audience are left waiting for Gerald to make his revelation to the Inspector as he has already revealed it to Sheila. 
Act two ends with Sheila frantically saying “Mother- I begged you and begged you to stop” just after the audience and the characters have realised that Eric was the father of the baby. Eric then enters “looking extremely pale and distressed” and then the “curtain falls quickly”. This leaves the audience at a high point of tension- they are unsure what is going to happen next and how the characters will react to finding out about Eric. The falling curtain increases tension. 
The final phone call: At the end of the play, “the telephone rings sharply” and Birling picks it up then tells the others “That was the police. A girl has just died- on her way to the Infirmary- after swallowing some disinfectant. And a police inspector is on his way here- to ask some- questions”. It is important that we realise that this happens because Mr Birling, Mrs Birling and Gerald fail to take responsibility for what they did with Sheila saying “you don’t seem to have learnt anything”. This phone call brings a sense of de ja vu and proves to the audience that our actions do have consequences. Priestley suggest that if the character took responsibility then they would have never got the phone call. 
Language: 
Dashes- These in the characters dialogue to show their emotional state, it most cases it shows that they are frantic, distressed or shocked. Examples include: Sheila- “I know I’m to blame- and I’m desperately sorry- but I can’t believe- I won’t believe- it’s simply my fault that in the end she- she committed suicide” and Eric- “Then- you killed her. She came to you to protect me- and you turned her away- yes, you killed her- and the child she’d have had too- my child- your own grandchild- you killed them both- damn you, damn you”
Words- The use of words like “chaps” and “jingo” shows the chracters social class- this is what was used by those people at the time. 
Euphemisms- A euphemism is a word or phrase which is less blunt, rude or frightening, than the actual subject. The Birling and Gerald use euphemisms such as “women of the town” instead of prostitutes and “a girl of that sort” instead of lower class girl to hide what they really mean. However, the Inspector doesn’t use any euphemisms, he says things plain and clearly. The Inspector’s words are often very hard hitting and he wants the characters to understand the severity of what has happened so doesn’t use any euphemisms.  
Imagery- The Inspector’s final speech uses imagery from the Bible which makes him seem like a religious figure, for example “we are members of one body”. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Links to a ‘Christmas Carol’: Inspector Goole takes on the role of the ghosts from Dicken’s ‘A Christmas Carol’. Like these ghosts, the Inspector is trying to get the chracters to see the error of their ways. The phone call at the end of the play is similar to the ‘Ghost of Christmas Future’ in Dicken’s novel but instead of being what could happen if Scrooge doesn’t change his ways, it’s what does happen because Mr Birling, Mrs Birling and Gerald don’t change their ways. 
