English Literature- Of Mice and Men- Characters
CANDY
“a tall stoop-shouldered man” “old man” “out of the sleeve came a round stick-like wrist, but no hand”
-Friendly: When George and Lennie come to the ranch, Candy is the first worker we are introduced to and he tells the men where their beds are: “You can have them two beds there” and begins to talk to them about the other men on the ranch. He is a very good friend, defending Crooks and Lennie from Curley’s wife in Crooks room and protecting Lennie: “George won’t have you messin’ with Lennie”. He is kind to Crooks after Curley’s wife verbally attacked him: “That bitch didn’t ought to of said that to you”. 
-Nosey: George says that Candy “was poking (his) big ears into (their) business” when George was telling Lennie of for talking and the boss being suspicious about their relationship. When he hears George and Lennie talking about their dream, he “turned over slowly” to face them and asks them about it. 
Gossip: “the swamper warmed to the gossip” However, he is apprehensive about gossip and he is “reassured” when George replies with a derogatory comment.
-Afraid: Although he loves to gossip, Candy fears that Curley will find out and “slough” him and says to George: “don’t tell Curley I said none of this”. After George makes a derogatory comment, “the old man was reassured”, he “felt safe now, and he spoke more confidently.” He also fears being canned: “they’ll can me purty soon”. However, this isn’t irrational because Carlson shot his dog because “he wasn’t no good to himself nor nobody else”. He fears life after the ranch and says “When they can me here I wisht somebody’d shoot me” instead of him having to live on the streets etc. His fear is highlighted again when he says to Curley’s wife: “S’pose you get us canned”. After Lennie killed Curley’s wife, Candy realises the dream is probably over and asks George- Steinbeck describes that “Candy spoke his greatest fear”- the dream offered him security in his old age and now that is over. 
-Depends on dog: Candy has a strong bong with his dog: “I had him so long. Had him since he was a pup. I herded sheep with him” and speaks proudly of him: “was the best damn sheep dog I ever seen” After he is killed, his sadness is clear: “Candy did not move nor answer”, he “lay rigidly” and after the gunshot is heard “he rolled over slowly and faced the wall”. Candy’s dog is the only thing stopping him being lonely, but after the dog dies he has no one left- this is possibly another reason why the dream means so much to Candy. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]-Desperate for the dream: He offers to put in “three hundred an’ fifty bucks” to be part of the dream- this is a huge amount of a migrant worker. He promises George and Lennie he “make a will an’ leave (his) share” of the farm to them. Even after Lennie kills Curley’s wife and it is inevitable Lennie will be killed or locked up, Candy still hopes for the dream to be real: “You an’ me can get that little place, can’t we, George?”. He becomes very upset and hopelessly speaks to Curley’s wife’s dead body: “Ever’body knowed you’d mess things up”. “His eyes blinded with tears” after the dream dies. This dream meant so much to Candy because he was an old, disabled and lonely man with a strong fear of being “canned”. Candy was only involved in the dream for a very short time (less than 2 days) but he was so desperate for it to come true. 
