English Literature- Of Mice and Men- Characters
CARLSON
“a powerful big stomached man”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Doesn’t understand relationships: He wants Candy to shoot his dog because he doesn’t provide any benefits to Candy: “He ain’t no good to you, Candy” – he doesn’t understand that you can love someone even if it doesn’t appear that they give you anything. Candy’s dog prevents him from being lonely and Candy has strong bonds with his dog, but Carlson is unable to see this. When George shoots Lennie, he doesn’t realise that George is upset about this: “Now what the hell ya suppose is eatin’ them two guys?” Carlson fails to understand that George was forced to shoot his best friend. Carlson’s view on relationships represents most migrant workers’ views. 
Compassionate: Despite Carlson being insensitive, he is compassionate about the shooting of Candy’s dog. He offers to shoot the dog for Candy: “I’ll shoot him for you”, was kind with the dog: “he said gently” and spoke “apologetically” to Candy. 
Insensitive: He describes the way he’d shoot Candy’s dog to him: “The way I’d shoot him, he wouldn’t feel nothing. I’d put the gun right there… Right in the back of the head. He wouldn’t even quiver” without realising that this is upsetting for Candy. After he had killed the dog, he leaned the gun in front of Candy. 
