English Literature- Of Mice and Men- Characters
CURLEY
“a thin young man with a brown face, with brown eyes and a head of tightly curled hair. He wore a glove on his left hand, and like the boss, he wore high-heeled boots”
-More authority on the ranch than most: The fact he wears “high-heeled boots” show he is not a normal labour worker. He is the boss’ son, Candy says “that’s the boss’ son” and because of this he is higher on the ranch hierarchy than the other men- but none of the men like him. Because he is the boss’ son, Curley can do whatever he wants and “won’t ever get canned” but he can easily get the other men fired.
-Bully: The first time we meet Curley he “glanced coldly” at George and Lennie and Lennie “squirmed under the look”- Curley is much smaller than Lennie but Lennie is still scared of him. He tells George to “let the big guy talk”. 
-Skilled fighter: Candy reveals “he’s a lightweight, and he’s handy” and Whit says he “got in the finals for the Golden Gloves”. Curley becomes “balanced and poised” before the fight with Lennie.
[bookmark: _GoBack]-Aggressive/violent: Candy reveals “he’s alla time picking scraps with guys” who are bigger than him. However, this is probably down to his insecurity- he is short and tries to make up for these by beating up bigger guys, Candy says its “kind of like he’s mad at ‘em because he ain’t a big guy”. In his fight with Lennie, he “stepped over to Lennie like a terrier” then “slashed” “smashed” “slugging” and “attacked” Lennie. He attacked Lennie even though “Lennie’s hands remained at his sides” and showed no signs of fighting back (until the end). After his wife has been killed, he says “I’ll shoot (Lennie) in the guts”- this is a painful death and Curley knows it: “that’ll double him over”. He only uses his wife’s death as an excuse to kill Lennie as painfully as possible because Lennie crushed his hand. 
-Failure as a husband: He uses his wife as a trophy- he has a “glove fulla vaseline” to keep “that hand soft for his wife”. He doesn’t let his wife talk to any other the men and she is scared of him, she became “suddenly apprehensive” and “hurried away” when Slim said he had seen Curley at their house. Ironically, Curley becomes mad when his wife even speaks to the men yet spends his Saturday nights down at the “cathouse”. Curley’s wife reveals to Lennie in the barn that she “don’t like Curley. He ain’t a nice fella”. When his wife dies, it is not Curley that first goes over to her but Slim and this is the only time we see Curley and his wife even in the same room. Curley is not upset his wife has died but uses it as an excuse to get back at Lennie for crushing his hand: “I’m gonna get him... I’ll kill the big son-of-a-bitch myself”. 
-Angry: He is angry when looking for his wife:“’You seen a girl around here’ he demanded angrily” When the men were verbally attacking Curley for not controlling his wife (just before his fight with Lennie) he “glared” at Candy. He only attacks Lennie because Lennie “was still smiling with delight at the memory of the ranch” which shows that not only did Lennie do nothing wrong but just because he is so angry- Steinbeck describes that “Curley’s rage exploded” as he attacked Lennie. 
