English Literature- Of Mice and Men- Characters
[bookmark: _GoBack]CURLEY’S WIFE
-Victim of society’s stereotype: The first mention of Curley’s wife is “Wait’ll you see Curley’s wife” which immediately gives negative connotations- makes the reader think what is it that’s so shocking that we need to see. Candy then says “she got the eye” and she is continuously referred to using derogatory terms such as “tart”, “looloo” and “jailbait” by the men. Not once do we find out her real name- shows that women were just possessions of the men. She is perceived as a troublemaker: “Curley got his work ahead of him. Bet she’d clear out for twenty bucks.”- George thinks that his wife will cause trouble for Curley and would be unfaithful to him. George tells Lennie “don’t even take a look at that bitch”- George also thinks Curley’s wife is going to cause trouble for him and Lennie.  Crooks thinks she will cause trouble: “Maybe you better go along to your own house now. We don’t want no trouble” and Lennie doesn’t talk to her because “George says you’ll get us in a mess”. The only good description of Curley’s wife throughout the whole novella is when she is dead: “she was very pretty and simple and her face was sweet and young”. Candy blames Curley’s wife for getting killed and ruining the dream: “Ever’body knowed you’d mess it up”. 
-Pretty: Candy says she’s “purty”. When she comes into the bunk, “Lennie’s eyes moved down over her body” and he later calls her “purty”. Again, in Crooks’ room “Lennie watched her fascinated”. 
-Flirtatious: Candy says “she got the eye”. In the bunkhouse with George and Lennie, she “leaned against the door frame so that her body was thrown forward” and spoke “playfully” to George and Lennie. Slim says “Hi, Good-lookin’” to her which could suggest mutual flirting (Candy said earlier that he’d “seen her give Slim the eye”)
-Cares about her appearance: In the bunkhouse with George and Lennie she had “full rouged lips… wide spaced eyes, heavily made up. Her fingernails were red. Her rung in little rolled clusters like sausages. She wore a cotton house dress and red mules” When she goes into Crooks’ room, “her face was heavily made up” and in the barn with Lennie “she wore her bright cotton dress and the mules with the red ostrich feathers. Her face was made up and the little sausage curls were all in place”. Considering she is on a ranch, Curley’s wife does not need to wear that much makeup and instead of wearing a dress could be in more suitable clothing. However, she does this to get the men’s attention.  
-Scared of her husband: She became “suddenly apprehensive” and “hurried away” when she was in the barn apparently looking for Curley but Slim said he had seen Curley at their house. We get the impression she has had to do this a lot when she leaves Crooks’ barn and the men say “Curley’s wife can move quiet. I guess she had a lot of practice”- she is sneaky because of her fear of her husband. 
-Cruel: In Crooks’ room, she comments that “they left all the weak ones here” in reference to Lennie, Crooks and Candy then calls them a “bunch of bindle stiffs- a nigger an’ a dum-dum and a lousy ol’ sheep”. She tells Crooks: “I could get you strung up on a tree so easily”. It is very ironic that she is being so mean to the men because previously she was complaining about being lonely and how the men never talk to her- how can she expect them to when she is so rude? On top of this, she is only making these comments to demonstrate her powerful over the other men because it most situations she has very little power herself. 
-Doesn’t like her husband: She knows she is being treated unfairly and that her husband left her on a Saturday night to go to a cathouse: “Think I don’t know where they all went? Even Curley”. She says to Crooks, Candy and Lennie “Sure I got a husban’… Swell guy, ain’t he?” and tells Lennie “I’m glad you bust up Curley a little bit… Sometimes I’d like to bust him up myself”.  She only married Curley because she thought her mother stole her letter from the Hollywood producer (in reality, the letter was probably never sent): “So I married Curley”. In the barn with Lennie, she states “I don’t like Curley. He ain’t a nice fella”. She is stuck in a loveless marriage and this does make the reader sympathise with her.
-Lonely: When Crooks tells her to go back to her house she says “Think I like to stick in that house alla the time?” and tells Lennie in the barn: “I never get to talk to nobody. I get awful lonely”. After Lennie tells her he can’t talk to her because George said she will cause trouble she becomes upset: “What’s the matter with me…Ain’t I got a right to talk to nobody”. The reader realises that Curley’s wife is only flirtatious because she is trying to get the men’s attention- and not because they are men, just because she wants friends. 
-Passionate about her dream: She briefly mentions it to Crooks, Candy and Lennie in Crooks’ room: “An’ a guy told me he could put me in the pitchers” but when telling the full story to Lennie “her words tumbled out in a passion of communication”. It is sad that Curley’s wife never achieved her dream and this too makes the read sympathise with her. 
-Smart: She works out that Lennie crushed Curley’s hand: “You didn’t put nothing over on me about getting it caught in no machine”.
John Steinbeck wrote a letter to the first actress to play Curley’s wife where he explains that Curley’s wife isn’t a “tart” and in fact has never had sex at all. He says “if you could ever break down the thousand little defences she has built up, you would find a nice person, an honest person”. In chapter 5, Steinbeck does present the ‘nicer’ side of Curley’s wife- the side which the audience are able to sympathise with. 
