English Literature- Of Mice and Men- Characters
LENNIE
“a huge man, shapeless of face, with large, pale eye, with wide sloping shoulders”
-Follower: The first description of George and Lennie is “even in the open one stayed behind the other”- it is ironic that Lennie is the follower because he is larger. “Lennie…imitated George exactly”
-Compared to an animal: He walked “the way a bear drags its paws”. He “snorted water like a horse”. He has a “big paw”. Lennie “lumbered to his feet” like an animal would. Lennie is described “like a terrier, who doesn’t want to bring a ball back to its master” when he has to give George the mouse. George describes Lennie as “Strong as a bull” to the boss in order for him to get the job. During the fight he “covered his face with his huge paws and bleated with terror”. After Crooks tells him George might be hurt “Lennie growled”. He killed Curley’s wife then “pawed up the hay until it partly covered her”- like an animal would do. He comes out of the brush “as silently as a creeping bear moves”. These animal comparisons are used to show Lennie’s size and strength and the fact that he just reacts to his instincts, they make him seem very dangerous. 
-Craves George’s approval: After making rings in the pool of water, he says “Look George. Look what I done”. Lennie “choked with pride” after George praises him for remembering that he isn’t allowed to talk when they see the boss. After George describes Lennie as “strong as a bull”, “Lennie smiled to himself”. After George tells him to stay away from Curley and seemingly becomes very annoyed, Lennie asks “You ain’t mad, George?”- he doesn’t want to have done something wrong to George which made him mad. George said Lennie “can put up more grain alone than most pairs can” and “Lennie smiled complacently”. When Curley attacks him, Lennie “looks helplessly at George” as if he is wanting George to tell him what to do and look after him. He won’t talk to Curley’s wife because “George says I ain’t to have nothing to do with you”- he follows his orders. 
-Follows his instincts: George says Lennie would “drink out of a gutter if (he) was thirsty”. When Candy talks about Curley possibly picking a fight with Lennie, George says he shouldn’t because “Lennie don’t know no rules”- he reacts just to his instinct so won’t know what is wrong or right in a fight. He grips onto Curley’s wife’s hair and “shook her” because he was scared- we know that when he is scared he just holds onto things (like with Curley’s hand). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]-Simple- minded/childlike: He is constantly talking about the rabbits- he forgets many things but tells George “I remember about the rabbits” when George becomes angry he forgot where they were going. When Lennie goes to get his mouse that Lennie threw away, George notices straight away but Lennie “made an elaborate pantomime of innocence” and said “What mouse, George? I ain’t got no mouse”- this is exactly what a child would do.  He reminds George twice “I like beans with ketchup”- becomes obsessed over little things. George uses the story of the dream as a reward for Lennie and Lennie becomes very excited about it- “Lennie broke in ‘But not us! An’ why…’”. When George tells Lennie that Curley may attack him, Lennie becomes very frightened and says “Don’t let him sock me”, like a child may say to their father. His main worry about getting in trouble is the rabbits: “If I get in any trouble you ain’t gonna let me tend the rabbits”- he has a childlike fixation with the rabbits and they are all he can think about. Lennie becomes excited when Slim says he has dogs: “’a brown and white one’ Lennie cried excitedly”. Slim says to George that Lennie’s “jus’ like a kid, ain’t he.” Lennie says “I been good George”. George is talking about a man they used to know and Lennie asks “how long’s it gonna be till we get that place… an’ rabbits?” “When the men are attacking Curley “Lennie is still smiling with delight at the memory of the ranch”. Even after he busts up Curley’s hand, the rabbits are the main thing he cares about “I can still tend the rabbits, George?” and in Crooks’ room Lennie brings up rabbits again, he asks Candy “about them rabbits”. Lennie throws a tantrum about the dog: “his anger rose.” and he said “Why do you got to get killed”.- but he is only upset about killing the dog because “George ain’t gonna let me tend no rabbits now” Curley’s wife comments on his fixation with rabbits: “Don’t you think of nothing but rabbits”. 
-Untrustworthy: George doesn’t let Lennie carry his work card: “Think I’d let you carry your own work card?” because he doesn’t trust him to not lose it. George doesn’t want Lennie to talk when they get at the ranch: “you ain’t gonna say a word” because he is worried he will say something wrong that may cost them their jobs. The imaginary rabbits says that Lennie shouldn’t tend rabbits because he’d “forget to feed em’ and let ‘em go hungry”. 
-Likes to pet soft things: In Chapter 1, Lennie is carrying a dead mouse in his pocket so he “could pet it with his thumb while (they) walked along”. When he has to get rid of the mouse, Lennie’s “voice broke a little” showing he is affectionate and the mice gives him a sense of security and safety. After Slim gave Lennie the dog, George explains it “was an awful lot to him”- George realises that soft things make Lennie feel safe as well as bringing him comfort and happiness. Lennie says “I’m gonna take my pup” to their dream farm. After he killed the dog, Lennie “stroked it, stroked it clear from one end to the other”. He tells Curley’s wife “I like to pet nice things”.
-Loving/kind: He cares a lot about George- when they are at the pool he says “You drink some, George” and “smiled happily”. After George tells Lennie how much easier his life would be without him, (because Lennie was moaning about ketchup) Lennie tells George if there was ketchup “I’d leave it all for you. You could cover your beans with it and I wouldn’t touch it”. Then, he offers to “go off in the hills” and leave George alone- he cares more about making George happy then himself.  George tells Slim he once pushed Lennie into the water and after George pulled Lennie out “he was so damn nice to (George) for pulling him out”. Slim says “he’s a nice fella”. When Curley attacks Lennie, “he was too frightened to defend himself” and “didn’t wanta hurt him”.  Crooks says “Lennie’s a nice fella”. After he killed Curley’s wife, George says that “Lennie never done it in meanness”. When he is hiding in the brush, Lennie promises to himself that “If George don’t want me… I’ll go away” and he will go into the mountains. 
-Strong/dangerous: Lennie kills the mice very easily, he does not do it maliciously but as in accident: “I pinched their heads a little and then they was dead”- the fact Lennie doesn’t mean to kill them makes him even more dangerous. In order to get the boss to hire Lennie, George says he is “strong as a bull”. George says to Candy that “Lennie’s strong”. Although he may not be bright, George tells Slim that Lennie “can put up more grain alone than most pairs can” making him a skilled, valuable worker for Slim’s team. Slim says “I never seen such a strong guy”.  Lennie easily crushed Curley’s hand and left it “flopping like a fish on a line”- Curley violently attacked him and only left him with cuts and bruises but all Lennie had to do was grad his hand and he left painful injuries. Lennie “walked dangerously” towards Crooks when he suggests George has been hurt. Like the mouse, Lennie kills the dog very easily: “I didn’t bounce you hard”. Similarly, Lennie only “shock” Curley’s wife but he “had broken her neck” and “her body flopped like a fish”. Slim knows how strong Lennie is and says to George “Her neck’s bust. Lennie coulda did that”. 
-Friendly: Goes to talk to Crooks: “Just come to look at my puppy. And I seen your light”
-Terrified that George will leave him: Perhaps due to George’s constant remarks he could “get along so easily and so nice” if he didn’t have Lennie, Lennie becomes very distressed when Crooks tells him Lennie has left him- “s’pose George went into town tonight and you never heard of him no more” . “Lennie cried. ‘George wouldn’t do nothing like that’” and his face “wrinkled with apprehension”. Lennie depends on George a lot. 
