English Literature- Of Mice and Men- Characters
SLIM
 “a tall man” “long, black, damp hair” “his hatchet face was ageless. He might have been thirty-five or fifty”
-Kind: Before we meet Slim, Candy describes him as “Hell of a nice fella”. When he comes into the bunkhouse, he “looked kindly” at George and Lennie and said “Hope you get on my team”- this was the first nice words that had been said to George and Lennie. Steinbeck describes “his voice was very gentle” and “his tone was friendly” which is a huge contrast to some of the other men on the ranch, many of whom are mean/unfriendly. Slim gave Lennie the dog and said “it was nothing”- he didn’t have to do this but he did anyway and offered one to Candy when Carlson shot his dog: “you can have a pup if you want to”. Crooks is very admiring of Slim, saying “he looks out for his team”, most probably because he is one of the only men on the ranch that is nice to him. 
-Leader: Slim is a “jerkline skinner, prince of the ranch”. The men had so much respect for him that “his word was taken on any subject, be it politics or love”. After Curley’s fight with Lennie, Slim tells Curley not to tell anyone: “But you jus’ tell an’ try to get this guy canned and we’ll tell everybody” and Curley agrees not to. 
-Skilled: “He was capable of killing a fly on a wheeler’s butt with a bull whip without touching the mule”- this showed huge skill and commended huge respect from the other men. Crooks says that “Slim’s a good a skinner as I ever seen” and this is probably because he is very skilled but also a kind leader. 
-Quiet dignity: “There was a gravity in his manner and a quiet so profound that all talk stopped when he spoke”- he doesn’t need to assert himself to have authority, people just listen to him anyway. 
-Sense of out of this worldliness: His face is described as “ageless” which gives him a sense of immortality. He is described as having “Godlike eyes”.
-Intuitive: “His ear heard more than was said to him” and he had an “Understanding beyond thought”. Slim can tell Lennie “ain’t mean” even though he does not know him that well. 
-Understands George and Lennie’s relationship: After George said Lennie “can put up more grain alone than most pairs can”, Slim “looked approvingly at George for having given the compliment”. Slim compliments Lennie to George: “say, you sure was right about him” (being a good worker). Slim tries to protect Lennie from Curley’s rage after Lennie has killed Curley’s wife saying “Curley- maybe you better stay here with your wife”- he knows Curley wants a painful death for Lennie but understands that Lennie doesn’t deserve this because he didn’t mean to kill Curley’s wife. He comforts and supports George after he is forced to shoot Lennie: “A guy got to sometimes” and “Come on, George. Me an’ you’’ go in an’ get a drink”- this shows a huge contrast to many of the other men who do not understand relationships so do not realise that George could be upset. 
-Confide: Slim “invited confidence without demanding it”. Steinbeck describes “it was Slim’s calm invitation to confidence” and this allows George to tell Slim about Weed. George must have a lot of trust in Slim in order to tell him about what happened because he knows, if they are found, that he and Lennie could get into a lot of trouble. For George, Slim provides an opportunity to have an adult discussion whilst with Lennie it is like he is talking to a child.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]-Practical: He tells Carlson to “take a shovel” for when he kills Candy’s dog- he doesn’t want Candy to have to see his dog’s dead body. When Curley’s wife died, “he felt her wrist” to see if she is alive and “his fingers explored her neck” to see if it is broken. 
