English Literature- Of Mice and Men- Themes
FREEDOM AND CONFINEMENT
The migrant workers are confined because of their lack of money and the lack of jobs. Curley’s wife isn’t free because of she is a woman and Crooks is stuck because of his race. 
-When Lennie asks George why they aren’t going to the ranch for dinner but staying in the opening, George says “Tonight I'm gonna lay right here and look up. I like it.” George knows that tonight may be his last night of freedom because he knows he will be confined on the ranch, working hard with little time-off. Whilst he has the chance, he wants to make the most of this freedom doing something he enjoys.
-George tells Lennie “I wish I could put you in a cage with about a million mice an' let you have fun.” Steinbeck gets the reader to consider what freedom is to Lennie. For most people, being trapped in a cage all day would be the opposite of freedom but for Lennie it may mean the freedom to be able to do what he wants all day without other people telling him otherwise. 
-For George and Lennie, money, so in turn their jobs, provide a chance at freedom. Lennie and George desperately need their jobs and this is why George becomes so concerned when Lennie started talking during the conversation with the boss and “Damn near lost us the job.” This is also very subtle foreshadowing that Lennie may cause George to lose his freedom if he continues to disobey George.  Steinbeck demonstrates that freedom can so easily by lost by a few slip-ups in what a person says, especially if they’re a mentally disabled person in 1930s America. 
-One idea of freedom in 1930s America is panning for gold: George suggests to Lennie that they could “go up the American River and pan gold. We can make maybe a couple of dollars a day there, and we might hit a pocket.” This lifestyle would provide freedom for George and Lennie because they’d be able to make a lot of money but George is realistic about it and knows the chances of them actually getting any money are so minute: he tells Lennie “We gotta stay”. Panning for gold would provide the freedom to make their own working hours and be their own bosses but would also provide the freedom to starve and live on the streets- and this isn’t the freedom George wants. 
-The dream represents freedom for George and Lennie. George said “S'pose they was a carnival or a circus come to town, or a ball game …We'd just go to her.” This represents the freedom that all migrant workers, all people in fact, want. Freedom, to most, means the ability to go where you want, when you want and not have to ask someone else for permission to do so. However, in 1930s, this just wasn’t achievable- even if weren’t stuck on a ranch with long working hours, most people just didn’t have the money to go to carnivals, circuses or ball games all the time. 
-Curley’s wife is confined in her loveless relationship with Curley, even though she had such a big dream: “I tell ya I could of went with shows. Not jus' one, neither. An' a guy tol' me he could put me in pitchers…” Whilst the ranch workers have to the freedom to quit their jobs and move to a new ranch, Curley’s wife is stuck on the ranch with Curley and a group of men who won’t talk to her. She doesn’t even have the freedom to talk to the other men because if she does “Curley gets mad” and she represents the confinement and control women in the 1930s had to suffer. 
-Slim says (about Lennie) “s'pose they lock him up an' strap him down and put him in a cage. That ain't no good, George.” Obviously, being locked up in a cage isn’t good for Lennie but isn’t he trapped on the ranch the same way? Migrant workers are confined to the life they are living and aren’t free to make something of themselves. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]-When George arrives in the clearing at the end of chapter 6, Lennie says “I thought you was mad at me, George.”. Lennie is far more concerned about George being mad at him than about the trouble he may get into because of what he did. Lennie fears being locked out of George’s life rather than being locked up. 
