English Literature- Of Mice and Men- Themes
INNOCENCE
Innocence literally means ‘free of harm’, since ‘nocere’ means ‘to harm’ in Latin. Lennie is presented as a very innocent character in the novella but he is also a very violent character, and this makes him less innocent- but is this just because of his disability? In some ways, innocence protects Lennie as he never has to deal with the reality of what he’s done but in other ways it makes him dangerous and so therefore causes problems for him. Steinbeck asks us to consider whether innocence is the batter path or if we should be more like George, crushing our innocence to stay alive? 
-After George tells Lennie off for drinking too fast, Lennie says “’You drink some, George. You take a good big drink.’ He smiled happily”. Lennie is so innocent that he doesn't even get mad at George and just smiles "happily" when George takes a drink. Steinbeck is suggesting that, in some ways, innocence is a good thing. Similarly, George tells Slim the story of when he told Lennie to jump into the Sacramento River, knowing Lennie couldn’t swim, and then Lennie “was so damn nice to me for pullin’ him out” and forgot that George was even the one who pushed him in. Steinbeck perhaps is suggesting that innonence can sometimes cause us to be treated unfairly by those around us. 
-Lennie is very childlike and this makes him innocent: when George asked Lennie what was in his pocket, there “’Ain't a thing in my pocket,’ Lennie said cleverly.” Lennie is innocent that he thinks hiding a mouse in his pocket and lying about it is clever. It can be compared to a toddler playing hide and seek who puts a bowl over his head: if he can't see you, you can't see him.
[bookmark: _GoBack]-In the bunkhouse, the men had the “Western magazines ranch men love to read and scoff at and secretly believe”. The magazines present an idealized version of masculinity that only someone innocent and naïve could believe. Is Steinbeck suggesting that behind their hard exterior, the ranchman are really innocent in some way? 
-Lennie tells George: “I don' like this place, George. This ain't no good place. I wanna get outa here”. Although Lennie isn’t ‘smart’, he has a gut-instinct that makes him sensitive to the problems of the ranch. 
-Slim says that Lennie “ain't mean” after George tells him what happened in Weed. Since Steinbeck has established Slim as the ‘wise-man’ of the ranch, we are inclined to believe Slim’s judgement. 
-Slim then compares Lennie to a child: "He's jes' like a kid, ain't he” and George agrees: “There ain't no more harm in him than a kid neither”. The reader questions whether being like a kid actually makes Lennie innocent. Slim and George appear to think that all children are innocent and, even though they may cause harm, are never mean on purpose. However, children can be mean and so this perhaps suggests Lennie isn’t as innocent as we think and sometimes does mean to cause harm. For example, he accidentally kills his mice when he “pinched their heads a little”: he doesn’t mean to kill them but does mean to hurt them and when he threatens “I'll break their God damn necks. I'll . . . . I'll smash 'em with a stick” about any future cat who hurts his future rabbits. 
-After killing Curley’s wife, “Lennie went back and looked at the dead girl. The puppy lay close to her. Lennie picked it up. ‘I'll throw him away,’ he said. ‘It's bad enough like it is.’” Lennie knows he's done a "bad" thing, but he's so innocent that he somehow thinks throwing away the puppy is going to make it look better. 
-When Candy says Curley’s wife in the barn, he says: “Poor bastard”. The fact Candy says “poor bastard” not “poor girl” suggests Candy clearly believes that it is poor, innocent Lennie who is the real victim here. 

