English Literature- Of Mice and Men- Themes
JUSTICE
Ranch rules are different to the normal social rules of the time. Slim makes the decisions on punishments and what’s right and wrong. On a ranch, sometimes you have to get beat up because you had it coming and sometimes you have to kill your best friend because it’s the lesser of two evils and the most loving thing to do.
-Lennie kills mice: he says the mice “bit my fingers and I pinched their heads a little and then they was dead”- he clearly doesn’t mean to kill the mice but he does intend to hurt them by pinching their heads, as a ‘punishment’ for them biting his fingers. If Lennie is like an animal who reacts to his instincts then he deserves punishment just like he believes the mice do. 
-Lennie has no concept of consequences, he can’t even remember what he did in Weed: “Like I done in Weed?” and then when he remembers what he did he “giggled happily”. He doesn’t understand what he did was wrong, even though he didn’t actually rape the girl. He finds the idea of being “run.. outa Weed” amusing and even seems quite proud of it- showing he doesn’t understand the concept of the law and punishment, he doesn’t realise the serious trouble he, and George for helping him, could of got into. Perhaps if Lennie did have a better understanding of consequences he wouldn’t have ended up killing Curley’s wife. 
-George offers Lennie another mouse because he is upset about George taking away his: “You get another mouse that's fresh and I'll let you keep it a little while.” Lennie was in trouble for keeping a dead mice but George offers him another one- that Lennie will probably kill as well. What kind of justice is that?
-George tells Lennie to “hide in the brush” if he gets in trouble which gives the impression that George is doesn’t have any sense of justice. Even though Lennie doesn’t mean any harm, Steinbeck makes the reader consider whether it is right that Lennie gets away with every single thing he does. 
-Candy presents that Curley is unjust: “S'pose Curley jumps a big guy an' licks him. Ever'body says what a game guy Curley is. And s'pose he does the same thing and gets licked. Then ever'body says the big guy oughtta pick on somebody his own size”. Even though it’s not far for a big guy, like Lennie, to pick on a little guy, like Curley, it’s also not fair for a small guy to provoke a big guy then the big guy to be blamed for picking on someone smaller than him. Curley also avoids justice because he “won’t ever get canned ‘cause he’s old man’s the boss”. 
-Steinbeck presents that Slim is the judge on the ranch- he gets to make the decisions on what is right and what is wrong. This is because “his word was taken on any subject, be it politics or love” “His ear heard more than was said to him, and his slow speech had overtones not of thought, but of understanding beyond thought.” After Curley and Lennie’s fight, George asks Slim what will happen to him and Lennie: “Slim will we get canned now?” and Slim then takes the appropriate action, saying to Curley: “If you don't tell nobody what happened, we ain't going to. But you jus' tell an' try to get this guy canned and we'll tell ever'body, an' then will you get the laugh.” Slim has decided that George and Lennie shouldn’t be punished, so they aren’t. This works well when a good guy like Slim is in charge but we have to consider what happens if someone like Curley has full control on the ranch. Steinbeck suggests that perhaps only a man like Slim could earn the necessary respect to handle justice like this. However, Slim decides that Lennie deserves punishment for Curley’s wife saying “Well, I guess we got to get him…” and Lennie does get this punishment. Steinbeck presents that Slim is the source of justice on the ranch- when he decides someone deserves punishment, they get it and when he decides that they don’t, they don’t. Slim is fair to Lennie and knows he doesn’t deserve a painful death, like the one Curley would give him, and this is why he knows what George has to do.  He condones George for shooting Lennie: "A guy got to sometimes." Slim believes that this was the justice Lennie deserved. Through this, Steinbeck furthers Slim role as a friend to George and perhaps as a ‘priest’ who ‘absolves’ George’s sin.
-On the other hand, Curley thinks that the justice for Lennie should be much harsher, and that he should be the one to give it to him: “I’ll shoot him in the guts”. This is the most painful place to shoot a man and represents the warped view of justice that the men on the ranch have, especially Curley, Carlson and Whit. Instead of putting someone in prison and going through the law, these men believe justice is just shooting someone. It portrays Curley’s violence and anger, especially because Curley only wants to give Lennie this punishment because Lennie crushed his hand. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]-Through Lennie’s death and the different characters’ views on it, Steinbeck asks us to consider whether our intentions matter or whether just our actions count. Did Lennie deserve justice, even though he didn’t mean to kill Curley’s wife? Perhaps, Steinbeck is showing that people with mental disabilities shouldn’t be immune to justice- maybe their justice should just be less harsh? 
