English Literature- Of Mice and Men- Themes
LONELINESS
Loneliness is a key theme in Of Mice and Men. Even the closest town ‘Soledad’ means loneliness in Spanish.
Migrant workers in general: 
-George reveals migrant workers, as a group, are “the loneliest guys in the world”. Most migrant workers travel alone and it is very unusual for two workers, like Lennie and George, to travel together- this is represented by the boss’, Curley’s and Slim’s reaction. The boss questions whether there are financial benefits for George: “You takin’ his pay away from him?” and Curley suggests it may be sexual: “So it’s like that”. Slim says “ain’t many guys that travel around together… maybe everybody in the whole damn world is scared of each other”. 
-Candy says that “A guy on a ranch don't never listen nor he don't ast no questions”. The men keep themselves to themselves- perhaps because they are scared of making relationships with other men who they know will move on to another ranch soon. 
-Slim and George’s conversation in chapter 3 gives an insight into relationships and loneliness for migrant workers. “I hardly never seen two guys travel together. You know how the hands are, they just come in and get their bunk and work a month, then they quit and go alone. Never seem to give a damn about nobody”. Even whilst on the ranch, most men don’t make friendships because they rarely stay on the ranch for long and so this makes them even lonelier. George says “I seen the guys that go around on the ranches alone. That ain’t no good. They don’t have no fun. After a long time they get mean” and Slim replies “they get so they don’t want to talk to nobody”. The fact that the men “get mean” and “so they don’t want to talk to nobody” is important- it explains the reason why migrant workers like Carlson are the way they are. Carlson is unaffectionate and this is likely due to the fact he has travelled alone for so long. 
-All of the ranch hands are lonely- they are single and “got no family”. Solitaire is a very popular game amongst the migrant workers- a card game that is played alone. The ranch hands try to ease their loneliness with alcohol and women on a Saturday night. 
Crooks: Crooks says “A guy goes nuts if he ain’t got nobody… I tell ya a guy gets too lonely an’ he gets sick”. It is ironic that most of the migrant workers would love to have a room to themselves to sleep in but the one person who does, Crooks, would prefer to sleep in the main bunk. Candy says to Crooks it “Must be nice to have a room all to yourself this way” and Crooks replies “Sure… and a manure pile under the window. Sure it’s swell”. Crooks knows the isolation having your own room bring- it is not the fact that he has his own room, but that he isn’t actually allowed into the main bunkhouse with the other men. He tries to combat his loneliness with books and his work but realises that these are not a substitute for human companionship: “S’pose you didn’t have nobody… S’pose you had to set out here and read books… Books ain’t no good. A guy needs somebody to be near him”.
Curley’s wife: Curley’s wife is the only female on a male dominated ranch. Since her husband has forbidden her to talk to any of the men, Curley’s wife is very lonely: she reveals to Lennie “I never get to talk to nobody. I get awful lonely”. She tries to combat her loneliness by flirting with the other men, she “leaned against the door frame so that her body was thrown forward” but this makes them think she is trouble even more so they talk to her even less- she is stuck in a vicious circle. She is very bitter about the fact the men won’t talk to her and it upsets her: “What’s the matter with me…Ain’t I got a right to talk to nobody”. When talking to Lennie, even though he is most likely not listening or understanding what she is saying, her “words tumbled out in a passion of communication, as though she hurried before her listener could be taken away”. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Candy: Before his dog’s death, Candy wasn’t lonely but after that he became lonely. He is desperate to join George and Lennie’s dream to break the loneliness and provide him with human companionship. Candy’s sadness when his dog dies: “Candy did not move nor answer”, he “lay rigidly” and after the gunshot is heard “he rolled over slowly and faced the wall” and then when the dream ends: “His eyes blinded with tears” show his loneliness and how he is desperate for anything that prevents him from being lonely. 
George: George isn’t lonely because he has Lennie- but he is forced to shoot Lennie. Even though George complains many times about how he “could get along so easy and so nice” without Lennie, George knows how lucky he is to not have to travel alone: “I seen the guys that go around the ranches alone. That ain’t no good”.
Curley: As he has a wife, Curley shouldn’t be lonely but Curley is a failure as a husband and so is lonely. Also, as a permanent worker, Curley is able to make friends with the other men on the ranch but he isolates himself by demonstrating his power over the other men: “He’s alla the time picking scraps”. Curley’s wife is killed, like Lennie and Candy’s dog.
Lennie: Lennie has George who prevents him from being lonely. However, Lennie’s desire to pet soft things may be because they make him feel safe and secure, like he’s not alone in the world. The dream has become an attempt to break the pattern of loneliness- particularly the rabbits which he is very obsessed with: “I wish we’d get the rabbits pretty soon”. 
All the characters who prevent others being lonely (Lennie, Curley’s wife and Candy’s dog) are killed- and this perhaps demonstrates the harshness of life on a ranch. 

