English Literature- Of Mice and Men- Themes
MAN’S WORLD AND THE NATURAL WORLD
In the novella, man’s world and the natural world are closely intertwined. Even the novella’s title itself, Of Mice and Men, links men with the natural world. The ranch and the natural world are very similar: animal instincts prevail above justice and goodness. Lennie loves animals but kills them; Candy loves his dog but can’t stand up for it and Crooks tends for the horses that injured him. Of Mice and Men questions euthanasia and how different Lennie is from Candy’s dog and Carlson is from George. 
-Steinbeck continuously uses animal imagery to present Lennie: he walked “dragging his feet a little, way a bear drags his paws”. He was “snorting into the water like a horse” and George had to stop him and Steinbeck creates a sense that man has the responsibility to control the natural world. Lennie is described as having a “big paw” and was fascinated when “rings widened across the pool to the other side and came back again" when he “wiggled” his paw in the water saying “Look, George. Look what I done.” He doesn’t understand how his paws can affect nature and, like an animal, doesn’t seem to understand cause and effect. During the fight with Curley, “Lennie covered his face with huge paws and bleated with terror.” Again, Lennie has “paws” but is also compared to a lamb- a lamb about to be slaughtered. Through this, Steinbeck establishes Lennie as more part of the natural world than the human world. 
-Lennie likes to pet dead mice: “I could pet it with my thumb while we walked along,”. Unlike most humans, Lennie doesn’t seem to be concerned with death and dead animals. Again, Steinbeck suggests that he is closer to an animal than a human and so the difference between animals and humans is more of a spectrum than a sharp divide
-Candy and his dog’s relationship is paralleled to George and Lennie’s. Candy is very proud of his dog saying “he was the best damn sheep dog I ever seen” and he cares deeply for him because he has “had him from a pup”. No one appreciates the relationship between George and Lennie nor do they appreciate the one between Candy and his dog. Through these two close animal-human relationships (because Steinbeck establishes Lennie as a character more in the natural world than the world of men), Steinbeck perhaps presents that man’s world and the natural world are linked so closely and everything we do has an impact on nature. 
-Unlike Candy, Slim isn’t sentimental about the natural world. When his dog had nine puppies he “drowned four of ‘em right off. She couldn’t feed that many." He kills four of the dogs in order to save the others- Steinbeck asks us to consider whether this is right or wrong and whether this would be done to humans. Perhaps Slim believes “a guy got to sometimes”, just like he said to George when George shot Lennie. Here, Steinbeck questions the sanctity of life and euthanasia. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]-In some ways, old men are treated worse than dogs. Candy says “When they can me here I wisht somebody'd shoot me. But they won't do nothing like that. I won't have no place to go, an' I can't get no more jobs." Carlson shot Candy’s dog to prevent him from suffering but Candy will have to suffer on his own when he loses his current job- as there were no state pensions etc. Again, Steinbeck asks the reader to question euthanasia. Is it okay in the natural world but not in the human world? Is human life more precious than the life of animals? It raises questions about how society treats the most vulnerable. 
