English Literature- Of Mice and Men- Themes
VIOLENCE
Physical: As the story opens, Steinbeck show how Lennie possesses physical strength beyond his control when he cannot help killing the mice. Great physical strength is, like money, quite valuable to men in George and Lennie’s circumstances. Other characters though, use deliberate physical violence to control others. Some of the main examples of physical violence in the novella are: Lennie killing the mice, the dog and Curley’s wife, Carlson shooting Candy’s dog, Curley and Lennie’s fight, and George shooting Lennie- after Curley’s threats. 
-Physical violence is one form of entertainment. On Christmas day, the men’s entertainment came from a fight: “Smitty took after the nigger”. This also represents the needless violence. Later, when it appears there may be a fight between Curley and Slim, Whit and Carlson go out to watch: Whit says “Come on, le’s go” and Carlson says “I’ll go out and look her over”. When Lennie has killed Curley’s wife and Curley promises to “shoot him in the guts”, Whit is eager to join the men: “Whit said excitedly: ‘I ain’t got a gun”. The fact the men get so excited over any chance of violence shows how little excitement there is in their lives as well as the brutality of ranch life and their lack of emotion. 
-Lennie: Lennie’s violence is unintentional, but is immensely strong and uncontrollable. His actions are compared to an animal- powerful but thoughtless and down to instinct. Lennie kills mice: he says the mice “bit my fingers and I pinched their heads a little and then they was dead”- he clearly doesn’t mean to kill the mice but he does intend to hurt them by pinching their heads, as a ‘punishment’ for them biting his fingers. However, Lennie doesn’t have enough control over his own strength to stop him from killing the mice. When Curley attacks Lennie, “he was too frightened to defend himself” and “didn’t wanta hurt him”- some of Lennie’s violence isn’t down to his instincts but down to the harsh, violent life on the ranch. In this case, Lennie has to defend himself but he didn’t even want to fight back, which shows him as loving despite his violence. Lennie’s unintentional violence is shown again when he accidentally kills his dog: “Why do you got to get killed?... I didn’t bounce you hard” and when he killed Curley’s wife: “Lennie had broken her neck”. Steinbeck creates sympathy towards Lennie because we realise he doesn’t mean to cause the destruction he does, and often becomes upset when he has hurt somebody: he was “bewildered” and “whispered in fright” after killing Curley’s wife. 
Curley: Curley is a symbol of authority on the ranch and makes this clear immediately by using his brutish strength and violent temper to intimidate the men and his wife. Whenever Curley appears there is a feeling of tension. The first time we meet Curley, we see his violence because “He glanced coldly at George and then at Lennie. His arms gradually bent at the elbows and his hands closed into fists. He stiffened and went into a slight crouch. His glance was at once calculating and pugnacious.” He appears to become violent even though Lennie and George have done nothing wrong- it is his way of showing them that he is more powerful. Most likely, Curley does this to prevent the men picking on him because of his height and he feels as though he has to make up for his height by picking on men much bigger than him: Candy says “he’s alla the time picking scraps with big guys” which is to ensure he has a good reputation. Curley starts the fight with Lennie even though Lennie had done nothing wrong: “was still smiling with delight at the memory of the ranch” which represents the needless violence. Steinbeck uses strong verbs to show Curley’s extreme violence when he is beating up Lennie: “slashed” “smashed” “slugging”. When Lennie kills Curley’s wife, Curley says he’ll “shoot him in the guts” which shows his extreme violence and also represents how much he cares about his reputation. Most of Curley’s violence is male/masculine bravado. 
Carlson: Carlson owns a “Luger”. Carlson kills Candy’s dog: “shot sounded in the distance”- he is unconcerned about killing a man’s dog and goes to callously clean the gun in front of Candy. He goes out to see if there is a fight between Curley and Slim: “I’ll go out and look her over”. He, like Whit, is very keen to be involved in the killing of Lennie and wants to get his gun: he said “’I’ll get my Luger’ and he ran out” of the barn. 
Emotional and psychological: This is the deliberate attempt to control others but hurting their feelings and the way characters make assumptions about others and treat each other harshly because of their mental abilities, gender or skin colour. The ‘-ism’s, such as racism and sexism, were seen as normal at the time in the 1930s- which is a contrast to how they are frowned upon now. 
-George’s constant putdowns to Lennie are one example of the emotional violence on the ranch. George calls Lennie a “crazy bastard” because he forgot where they were going and continuously makes similar comments throughout the novel. George is always telling Lennie that he “could live so easy” without Lennie. When Lennie asks if he’d been kicked in the head by a horse he replies “Be a damn good thing if you was... Save ever'body a hell of a lot of trouble” and says “If I was a relative of yours I’d shoot myself”. George’s comments probably derive from the fact that Lennie has a mental illness- he still looks down on Lennie for this illness even though Lennie is the only friend he has. 
-One example of psychological violence is the way the men treat Curley’s wife just because she is a woman. They call her a “tart”, “jailbait” and “looloo” and refuse to talk to her because they “don’t want no trouble”. Curley’s wife is clearly affected by this psychological violence because she confesses to Lennie she gets “awful lonely” and “cried ‘Ain’t I got a right to talk to nobody’”. 
-Similarly the way the men treat Crooks, just because he is black, shows the psychological violence. The men use the derogatory term “nigger” to refer to Crooks and he is isolated from the other men, with “his bunk in the harness room; a little shed that leaned off the wall of the barn”. Crooks too is very lonely and has been effected by this violence by becoming private and defensive: “he kept his distance and demanded that other people keep theirs”. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]-Curley’s wife shows psychological violence in Crooks’ bunk on the Saturday night when she calls Lennie, Crooks and Candy “a bunch of bindle stiffs- a nigger an’ a dum-dum and a lousy ol’ sheep” and then threatens Crooks: “I could get you strung up on a tree so easy it ain't even funny”. She is reminding the men of their weakness and her power over them in this situation. 
