International Relations Revision Notes
Section3
Aims of Hitler
Abolishing the ToV
· Dismantle and abolish the ToV
· Gain back all the land taken off Germany
· Anschluss
· Rearmament
Territorial expansion
· Lebensraum (living space)
· All colonies/territory in Europe lost
· This was seen as humiliating
Communism
· Hitler saw communism as a threat
· He didn’t want it to spread
· He aimed to defeat it completely
Military
· Expand the military
· Thought it was unfair that winners got to keep their army while Germany didn’t

Hitler’s foreign policy in 1930s
Changing the ToV with the Saar
· In the ToV it said the Saar would have a plebiscite after 15 years to see if the people wanted to go back to Germany.
· In 1935 the plebiscite was held and the people voted to go back to Germany 477,000 to 48,000 people.
Why could he change it?
· Legally, with the plebiscite.
Changing the ToV by rearmament
· Hitler ordered his generals to begin rearming in 1933.
· Beginning in secret, once announced to the public in 1935, he had an army 3x what the ToV allowed.
· He also introduced conscription again.

Why could he change it?
· He kept it secret until he had enough troops to oppose anyone who fought against him rearming.
Changing the ToV by Anschluss
· In 1934, Hitler attempted to take over Austria. This failed as Mussolini stationed his troops at the Austrian border as a warning.
· In 1936 Mussolini and Hitler signed the Rome-Berlin pact to not fight with each other.
· In 1938, Hitler started again
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Why could he change it?
· He had a pact with Mussolini
· Britain and France were still following their policy of appeasement and not happy to oppose Hitler at this point in fear of war breaking out.
Changing the ToV with the Sudetenland
· Hitler ordered Henlein (leader of Nazis in Sudetenland) to stir up trouble in the Sudetenland. 
· Nazi newspapers reported Czechs committing crimes against Sudeten Germans
· Hitler threatened war if this was not resolved.
· Neville Chamberlain, in the event that that league didn’t act sent Lord Runcimand to Czechoslovakia to persuade Benes to accept self-determination for Sudetenland which he agreed to.
· Hitler increased the demands and the Czech army was mobilised plus Britain and France called up their armies and navies. Benes would not agree to Hitler’s demands that the Sudetenland would join Germany.
· On 29th September 1938, Hitler, Mussolini, Chamberlain and Daladier (French PM) met at the Munich conference to discuss the Sudeten crisis.
· Neither Benes nor Stalin were invited but they agreed to hand the Sudetenland to Hitler.
· On 30th September Chamberlain and Hitler also met to agree not to go to war. ‘Peace in our time’

Why could he change it?
· Appeasement- Britain and France were still not ready for war.
· Czechoslovakia was not invited to the Munich conference so they had no say in the matter.
· [image: ]Mussolini would not disagree with Hitler (and would be outvoted anyway)
Changing the ToV with the rest of Czechoslovakia
· Hitler marched into the rest of Czechoslovakia in March 1939. 
· The Czechs had to agree to terms for Germans living under their control. 
· Bohemia and Moravia became German protectorates and Slovakia a German satellite state.
· Ruthenia was given to Hungary.
Why could he change it?
· Czechoslovakia was weak.
· No one would stop Hitler.
Changing the ToV by invading Poland
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Why British reaction surprised Hitler
· They hadn’t acted on any of their other threats.
· They didn’t want to go to war over Czechoslovakia so why would Poland be any different?
· Poland was too far away from Britain to offer support in a practical time scale.
· They didn’t want war.

The Policy of Appeasement
Why appeasement was followed
· Britain and France were not ready for war- this gave them time to rearm.
· Hitler convinced them he only wanted the land back from the ToV.
· Britain felt that the ToV was too harsh and it was fair for them to get it back.
· Not alternative- collective security in the League of Nations had failed. American isolationism and triple threat from Japan, Italy and Germany
· Threat of Communism spreading.
Examples of Appeasement
· Giving Hitler the Sudetenland at the Munich Conference
· The Anglo-Naval agreement- allowing Germany more boats-35% of what Britain had and equal numbers of submarines
Criticising Appeasement
· Morally wrong- broke many international agreements
· Caused Nazi-Soviet pact- Hitler wanted to expand east causing the USSR to be scared hence agreeing to the pact. If we had stopped Hitler quicker then he wouldn’t have got that far.
· Missed many chances to stop Hitler- eg when he marched troops into the Rhineland (soldiers told to turn around if they met any resistance).
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Making Friends
How the Spanish Civil War was an opportunity
· Allowed him to practise bombing with his Luftwaffe.
· Allowed him to make a stand as a Nationalist (Fascist)
Anti-Comintern Pact 1936
· Germany and Japan commit hostility to the USSR
· Italy joins in 1937.
Nazi-Soviet Pact 23rd August 1939 Causes
· Both Britain and Germany wanted the USSR as their allies to cover the eastern front.
· Britain and France had been trying to reach an agreement with Stalin since the beginning of the year.
· However, they had offended Stalin firstly by not inviting him to the Munich Conference in 1938 and secondly, by sending a team of low level diplomats rather than a foreign minister to negotiate with him. Hitler sent Ribbentrop, his foreign minister.
· Hitler also had more to offer the Soviet Union even if the two detested each other.
Nazi-Soviet Pact Terms
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Nazi-Soviet Pact and War
· Britain had agreed to safeguard Poland and defend her if Germany invaded.
· The Nazi-Soviet pact included an agreement to invade Poland.
· As these two things clashed then if both followed through then war was enviable.
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® Hitler invited the Austrian Chancellor, Schuschnigg, to Germany where he was
bullied into accepting a Nazi, Seyss-Inquart, as Austrian Minister of the Interior.
@ Schuschnigg realiated by ordering 2 plebiseite to be held on 13 March to find
out if the Austrian people really wanted union with Germany.
o Fearing a 'n0’ vore, Hitler decided to act quickly. He moved German troops to
the Austrian border, and threatened to invade if Schuschnigg did not resign.
Under pressure, Schuschnigg resigned. Seyss-Inquart became Chancellor and
invited German troops into Austria. On 12 March 1938, the German army entered
Vienna. Anschluss was complete. The Nazis organiscd their own vore about union
with Germany and, of those who voted, 99 per cent voted in favour. Austria
immediately became a province of the new German Reich.
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Ihe Soviets and Germans guaranteed not to fight each other in the event of war.
In a secret agreement, both powers agreed to divide up Polish terricory if war
began.

Hidler also gave Stlin a free hand to occupy Bessarabia in Romania and the
Baltic stares of Latvia, Estonia and Lithuania.




