(a) Explore how the language in the extract influences your view of Slim.
The language in the extract creates an aura around Slim showing him to be superior to the other men on the farm. He is described to have ‘moved with a majesty only achieved by royalty and master craftsmen’ which shows Slim to be an impressive characters. The fact that he is likened to ‘royalty and master craftsmen’ displays not only is he highly skilled but that he is also highly respected by people among the ranch. Even his movement is described to be majestic which enhances the air of greatness which surrounds Slim. His superiority is enhanced as he is once again being likened to royalty as he is considered the ‘prince of the ranch, capable driving ten, sixteen, even twenty mules with a single line to the leaders.’ highlighting the level of respect that he has from the other men on the ranch. Steinbeck presents Slim as something special as though he is able to achieve more than anyone else on the ranch. This can be seen as he is able to drive ‘ten, sixteen, even twenty mules’ with the word ‘even’ suggesting a level of surprise in what he is able to do. The rule of three not only emphasis the level of skill that Slim possesses but also, that he keeps surpassing expectations
Furthermore, the language in the extract presents Slim as a man who is wise and knowledgeable. He is described as having an ‘understanding beyond thought’ and ‘that his word was taken on any subject, be it politics or love’. Here, Slim is described as being a God- like character as he has knowledge of almost everything. In addition, it once again shows thee high regard in which the other ranch men hold slim in as they look to him for advice showing home to be wise.  The idea off him being God-like and wise is further enhanced as ‘his ear heard more than was said to him’. This shows that Slim has a high level of knowledge as he has a higher level of understanding than most people. He is shown Godlike as he almost able to read minds because understands exactly what people are saying even if they have not said anything. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition, the language in the extract presents Slim as a trustworthy and an understanding character. Steinbeck describes Slim’s tone as being ‘friendly’ as well as ‘gentle’. This shows that there is as sense of openness about Slim which gains him respect as the men on the ranch and hence they feel that he is trustworthy. The adjective ‘friendly’ highlights this as it presents Slim as an approachable character who is soft and caring but yet still has a ‘gravity in his manner. This is enhanced when ‘Slim looked approvingly at George for having given the compliment. The adverb ‘approvingly’ shows that George was seeking Slim for advice which highlights just how trustworthy Slim is considering that George had just met him and that men at the time preferred to be more selfish. 

b) Slim is one of the male characters in the novel
Explore how the writer presents another male character in one other  part of the novel 

