Religion and equality
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Dignity: people should be allowed to live a life in which they have self-respect.
Discrimination: unfair treatment of one person or group.
Equality: treating people in the same way as others.
Fair: something which is free from bias, fraud or injustice. From this meaning it could be said that ‘fair’ means ‘reasonable’. 
Freedom: the concept that everyone in the world should have the freedom to live, think and speak as they want.
Prejudice: the concept that some people prejudge people; they make up their mind about them before they really know them.
Rights: the idea that people have basic requirements which should be respected, e.g. the right to education; the right to be treated with dignity.
Apartheid: a political system in South Africa from 1948 to the early 1990s that separated the different peoples living there and gave great privileges to those of European origin.
Samaritan: somebody who came from ancient Samaria.
Lay reader: a lay member of a Church, especially an Anglican Church or the Roman Catholic Church, who is authorised to read some parts of the service. A role which is open to women.
Priest or minister: ordained leader of Christian worship. A role open to women in some denominations but not in the Roman Catholic or Orthodox Churches.
Ecumenism: the breaking down of barriers between Christian denominations.
Evangelism: the idea that Christians should go out into the world to convert people into following Christ.
Missionaries: people who are sent to another country by a Church to spread its faith or to do social and medical work.
Proselytising: to try and convert somebody to a religious faith.
Forgiveness: the act of pardoning or forgiving someone for something which they have done wrong.
Reconciliation: the ending of conflict or renewing a friendly relationship between disputing people or groups.
Sacrament: an outward, physical sign of an inward, invisible grace.


