Second Attempt at June 2014 T.K.A.M
Part (a) How does Lee present attitudes to the Radley family? Refer closely to the passage
Part (b) In the rest of the novel, what does Lee show about Maycomb society from people’s attitudes to the Radley family?
Part (a)
The attitudes towards the Radley family that are presented by Lee allow us to understand that the Radley family is isolated from Maycomb’s society and they are seen as outcasts. In the passage, from the description, Lee seems to show that attitudes to the Radley family are so sinister that their house is like the local haunted house.
It says that the Radley house ‘had long ago darkened to the colour of the slare-grey yard around it’. From this we learn that the Radey family have neglected ad are not taking care of their property. From this we can infer that they are anti-social because they do not care about the way their house is presented, which would be important in a social family. This suggests that the Radley family are rejected by their neighbours and Maycomb society. This is further evident when we learn that they ‘did not go to church’. This suggests that they do not want to go out of their house very often and on the day for formal visiting the ‘shutters and doors of the Radley house were closed’. This shows that people reject them and fail to acknowledge of their presence in society.
Another attitude towards them is that their house is haunted. Lee presents this by using words such as ‘malevolent phantom’ and ‘kill’. This shows how scared the society is scared of Boo Radley as even he nuts that grew in their lot would be poisonous. We are also told that a baseball hit into the Radley yard ‘was a lost ball’. From this we can learn that the children were afraid of Boo Radley. This shows that nearly everyone in Maycomb were afraid of the superstitions surrounding the Radley family.
They are also rejected from groups around Maycomb because they choose not to join the groups. For example Mrs Radley ‘never joined a missionary circle’. A missionary circle would be a group of ladies from the neighbourhood who did charity work. As Mrs Radley never joined a missionary circle Lee may be trying to suggest that the Radley family lack the will to actually be social and thus they have been made into a part of Maycomb society which is not accepted.
Part (b)
In the novel Lee is trying to show a lot about Maycomb society from their attitudes to the Radley family. Lee has characters such as Atticus and Miss Maudie who do not see the Radley family as a taboo and do not believe their superstitions. But we are also introuduced to characters such as Miss Stephanie Crawford who gossips about the Radley family. Perhaps Lee is trying to show to the reader who are the good characters with good intentions from their attitudes to the Radley family.]
Lee shows that many of the children in Maycomb society are prone to believing superstitions as they make up stories about Boo Radley without actually knowing him. Lee presents Atticus as a just man by making him teach the children that they should stop pestering Boo Radley. 
When the mad dog is attacking Lee shows that even though the children, Jem and Scout do not remember the saftey of the Radley family Calpurnia risks her life to warn them about the danger. From this Lee is showing that even though the common members have forgotten about the existence of the Radley family there are characters like Calpurnia who still sees them as part of the society and therefore she decides to warn them about the danger. From this Lee suggests that the people who are viewed as poor and are treated badly in Maycomb ssociety may be the people with the strongest conscience.
Another event in Maycomb society when we learn a lot about the characters is when Dill, a newcomer, challenges Jim to touch the fence of the Radley house. Although Jim is reluctant he decides to do it by putting ‘honour over his head’. From this quote by Scout we learn that the children are so very scared of Boo Radley that they feer that their head may be cut off of they touch the fence of the house. This event shows that the isolation of the Radley family has caused superstitions and gossips to be formed about them. 
When the dead body of Mr Radley is carried away Calpurnia says ‘there goes the meanest man ever’. This quote shows that the whole of Maycomb agrees with Calpurnia because it would have been totally unacceptable for a black person to call a white person mean. From this we can learn that some members of Maycomb society may also consider Boo Radley as innocent and feel sympathy for him because they said that his father was the meanest man for locking his son in the house.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall from this we can conclude that there were a few members of Maycomb society who were not prejudiced towards the Radley family and over the course of the novel it is these characters that Lee portrays as good characters. Lee also shows that the majority of Maycomb who gossiped about the Radley family had no sympathy for Tom Robinsion. Perhaps Lee is suggesting that the members of a Maycomb society with no morals were the ones who remained prejudiced towards the Radley family throughout the whole novel whereas there were characters such as Jem and Scout who began to respect Boo and understood from his viewpoint.
