ACTUAL BODILY HARM
Overview
· S47 Offences Against the Person Act 1861
· Maximum sentence 5 years
Actus reus
· Assault or battery occasioning actual bodily harm (Savage) (Roberts)
Mens rea
· Intent or recklessness to the assault or battery
Chan Fook
· Must be more than trivial
· Can include minor psychiatric harm
Smith
· Includes cutting off ponytails
T v DPP
· Includes temporary unconsciousness
Roberts
· Includes cuts and bruises









June 2014 Question 3: Explain the actus reus and mens rea of the offence of assault occasioning actual bodily harm under s47 Offences Against the Person Act 1861 and discuss how this offence could be applied to Edward’s injury
[bookmark: _GoBack]Edward may be charged with assault occasioning actual bodily harm under s47 Offences Against the Person Act 1861. The actus reus of abh is assault or battery occasioning actual bodily harm. This includes cutting off ponytails (Smith) and must be more than trivial harm (Chan Fook). The AR happened when David punched Edward and caused him to fall back, resulting in days of considerable pain. The mens rea of abh is intent or recklessness to the assault or battery. David saw a risk that he would hurt Edward and took this risk anyway.
