BATTERY
Overview
· S39 Criminal Justice Act 1988
· Maximum sentence 6 months
Actus reus
· Apply unlawful personal violence/force (Savage) (Venna)
Mens rea
· Intent or recklessness to the AR
Collins v Wilcox
· The merest of touches will do
Thomas
· Includes touching clothes
DDP v K
· Can have indirect battery












June 2010 Question 4: Discuss the criminal liability of Dan for pushing Carl
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dan may be charged with battery under s39 Criminal Justice Act 1988. The actus reus of battery is the application of unlawful personal violence/force. The merest of touches is enough (Collins v Wilcox) and it includes touching clothes (Thomas). The AR happened when Dan pushed Carl, causing him to stumble but resulting in no injury. The mens rea of battery is intent or recklessness to the AR. It was Dan’s main aim or purpose to push Carl because he was annoyed that he was not moving forward.

