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Definition
· The actus reus and mens rea must coincide for there to be a crime
· The court has created exceptions to ensure this is always the case
Fagan
· The AR can be a continuing act
· If MR appears at any point then there is a crime
· Had MR when he realised he was parked on the officer’s foot
· AR continued when he remained on the foot
Church
· Two separate acts can be treated as a series of continuing events
· Knocked victim unconscious, had MR but not AR
· Dumped body, had AR but not MR
· Was treated as a series of events so coincided 














June 2013 Question 2: Explain the meaning of the coincidence (contemporaneity) rule
In order for a crime to be committed the actus reus and the mens rea must coincide. The courts have created two exceptions to ensure this is always the case.
The AR can be a continuing act. In Fagan he had the AR when he parked on the officer’s foot and the MR when he realised he was doing it. He then continued the AR. This was treated as a continuing act so the AR and the MR coincided.
Two separate acts can be treated as a series of continuing events. In Church he had the MR of murder but not the AR when he knocked someone unconscious. Thinking they were dead, he dumped the body which caused them to die so he had the AR but not the MR. The two acts were treated as a series of continuing events so he had both the AR and the MR.
