SECTION 18 GRIEVOUS BODILY HARM AND WOUNDING
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overview
•	S18 Offences Against the Person Act 1861
•	Maximum sentence life
Actus reus
•	Cause grievous bodily harm or a wound
Mens rea
•	Intent to GBH/wound
Smith
•	Grievous means really serious
Bollam
•	Includes ABH injuries on a vulnerable victim
Eizenhower
•	A wound must break both layers of the skin and cause bleeding












June 2009 Question 4: Discuss the criminal liability of Khalid for the injury suffered by George
Khalid may be charged with wounding under S18 Offences Against the Person Act 1861. The actus reus of S18 wounding is to cause a wound. A wound must break both layers of skin and cause bleeding (Eizenhower). The AR happened when Khalid smashed the controller into George’s face causing it to bleed heavily. The mens rea of S18 wounding is intent to the AR. It was Khalid’s main aim or purpose to wound George because he was angry with him and lost his temper. 
