SENTENCING
Range
· Custodial sentence, either in prison or suspended
· Fine, £5000 Magistrates, unlimited Crown
· Community sentence, maximum 300 hours
· Discharge, either conditional or absolute
Aggravating Factors
· Pre-determined
· Unprovoked
· Sexist/racist
Mitigating Factors
· Guilty plea
· Showing genuine remorse
· Young or first time offender
Aims
· Deterrence, either general or individual
· Protection of the public
· Retribution
· Rehabilitatin









[bookmark: _GoBack]June 2015 Question 6: Assume that Ahmed had been convicted of an offence as a result of the brain damage. Discuss the factors that the court would consider before deciding on Ahmed’s sentence
The courts would consider both aggravating and mitigating factors. Aggravating factors are negative and make the situation worse. In this scenario, Ahmed intended to hurt Julian and hit him many times. He had also been shouting at him for several months and had planned to shoot him. Mitigating factors are positive and can make the situation better. If Ahmed pleads guilty he could get up to a third off his sentence. It would also be a mitigating factor is Ahmed had not committed an offence before. 
June 2014 Question 5: Outline the aims of sentencing and briefly discuss how these aims might apply if David were to be convicted of any offence
Sentencing has four main aims. These are to protect the public, retribution (punishment), rehabilitation and deterrence (put people off offending). In this scenario, it likely that the aim of the sentence would be to rehabilitate David. He had not offended before and didn’t intend to hurt Edward. 
June 2014 Question 6: Assume that David had been convicted of the offence of assault occasioning actual bodily harm under s47 Offences Against the Person Act 1861. Outline the range of sentences that would be available to the court
There are four types of sentencing. The first is a custodial sentence. This can either be served straight away in prison or suspended for a maximum of two years. The maximum custodial sentence for ABH is five years. The second type of sentence is a community sentence. This involves working and giving back to the local area. The maximum community sentence is 300 hours. The third type of sentence is a fine. This is an amount of money that can be paid. The maximum fine in the Magistrates is £5000 and there is no limit in the Crown. The final type of sentence is a discharge. They can be absolute or conditional. An absolute discharge is when you are free to go. A conditional discharge means you must stick to certain guidelines for a period of time, such as checking in with police. 
