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a) Tension in the passage (AO1, AO2)
· The physical layout of the passage demonstrates inconsistency in structure, which reflects and foreshadows the irregularity of the tension, that is to be created 
· Opens employing a short, figurative sentence that immediately introduces tension (“led the dog out into darkness”) - use of imagery shows ominousness of the setting
· Use of subtle gesture highlights the tense atmosphere and exhibits George’s anxiety (“set the latch gently”)
· Literacy device of metaphor (objectification of silence) signifies its vast presence which heightens tension 
· The setting continuously gets darker Darkness, connoting hopelessness which effectively symbolises and foretells the ending of companionship (Candy and his Dog, as well as George and Lennie)
· The fact that the characters are “under the light” can be metaphorically seen as a euphemism for being under their aspirations; which is unreachable (similar to American Dream)


b) Friendships (AO1, [maybe] AO2) 
& What it tells about the society at the time (AO4)
· George and Lennie
· Candy and his Dog
· Lack of Companionship (Curley’s Wife, Crooks)
· Vitality of Companionship (very much so needed, Great depression) and it’s effect on the reader

· In the Novella, we are first introduced to the characters of George and Lennie; and are presented with George being a Father-like figure, where he yells at Lennie for drinking the Water in the Pool. In their relationship, George looks after Lennie (who is mentally disadvantaged). Throughout the story, they both dream to live “off the fatta the lan” where they can have their own ranch. Their friendship is a device that enacts as a driving force to obtain their aspiration, which of course is never accomplished. This idea links to Steinbeck’s ideologies on the American Dream’s futility: which cannot be attained according to him and is a myth. 

This leitmotif of ‘companionship’ is something Steinbeck employs to signify its higher importance in comparison to dreaming for materialistic things. The society in America at the time of 1932, when Franklin D Roosevelt introduced the ‘New Deal’, became very optimistic and was supposed to recover the Great Depression. Individuals, many of which were unemployed at the time, believed they could achieve their money-oriented dreams - however only the minority did. Steinbeck shows how companionship is more important. Without it, one is hopeless. The moment Candy looses his dog; his feelings of ‘being needed’ faded and he became isolated. Crooks and Curley’s Wife are also people that lack intimacy and friendship, as are prejudiced. Crooks is isolated as is black and ‘crooked back’ and Curley’s wife is segregated as is a woman. This is reflective of the racist and sexist society at the time. Steinbeck reinforces Curley’s Wife’s gender hardship as would have been seen so unimportant- she is unnamed.
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Question 21

[214] Read the following passage in which Carlson takes Candy's dog out fo be shot and then
answer Part (a) and Part b).

He led the dog out into the darkness.

George followed to the door and shut the door and set the latch gently in its
place. Candy lay rigidly on his bed staring at the ceiling.

Slim said loudly, 'One of my lead mules got a bad hoof. Gt to get some tar on
it His voice trailed of. It was silent outside. Carlson's footsteps died away. The
silence came into the room. And the silence lasted.

George chuckled, | bet Lennie’s right out there in the bam with his pup. He
‘won't want lo come in here no more now he's got a pup.’

Slim said, ‘Candy you can have any one of them pups you want.

Candy did not answer. The silence fel on the room again. It came out of the
night and invaded the room. George said, ‘Anybody like o play a litle euche?

‘11l play out a few with you," said Whit.

‘They took places opposite each other at the table under the light, but George
did not shuffle the cards. He rippled the edge of the deck nervously, and the litte
smppimmsadmwi?weyesdellmemenInlhamn,somaxhemoppeddoingit
The silence fell on the room again.

Part (a)

In this passage, how does Steinbeck create tension? Refer closely to the passage in

your answer.

and then Part (b)

What does Steinbeck show bout Of Mice and Men and what
does this tell you about the

In Part (b) you should write about:

R R i v, o
(4 marks)
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