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Social and historical Context
· In the literature essay, you are expected to show your knowledge and understanding of the social and historical context of the novel – as appropriate to the question your answer.  

· This discussion should be blended into your comment throughout the essay and not written as a separate paragraph.
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Employment
· The novel is set during the Great Depression when there were high unemployment rates.  This led to many men travelling to find work.
· These men became known as itinerant workers – which means someone who moves from place to place to find work.
· Positions were generally temporary, which meant that once the job was complete the men had to move on somewhere new to find a new job.  For example, in Weed, George and Lennie were digging cess pools.  In Soledad, they are bucking barley.
· Due to the shortage of employment opportunities, men tended to travel alone as it was harder to find positions for two men.  This led to a great deal of loneliness – one of the novel’s themes.
· It was most unusual to see men travel together at the time, which helps to explain the reaction of many of the ranchers to George and Lennie’s situation.

Colour Discrimination
· During the 1930’s, the USA was still a fairly racist society.  There was still segregation of black people from white people.  This can be seen in the geography of the ranch, where Crooks is kept apart form the white ranchers and has to live by himself in a stable.
· The fact that he lives with the horses reflects this racist society, as he is being kept with animals – suggesting that his status is not much higher than the animals.
· However, this does mean that he gets his own space, which is something that the other ranchers don’t have.  He is able to fill the space with his possessions.
· Crooks is often referred to as ‘nigger’ or ‘stablebuck’.  The firs term was commonly used and not always meant maliciously.  However, it was and is a derogatory term.  By calling him ‘stablebuck’, it suggests that he is not important enough to be called by a name.
· Slim is not seen to use these terms but calls him by his name.  He also offers to do some of the manual labour on the horses, showing that he treats Crooks more as an equal.  Such tolerance was rare in the 1930’s and Slim is a character who is likely to portray the qualities that Steinbeck would like to see in all people.
Other Forms of Discrimination
· Women had few chances of gaining independence in the 1930’s USA.  They generally had to rely on either their parents or their husbands for financial support.
· Curley’s Wife is a good example of this. She is not even given a name by Steinbeck, which symbolically suggests that she is Curley’s property and has no identity in her own right.
· It would have been typical to find someone like Curley’s Wife staying in the home and looking after her husband.
· Curley’s Wife resents the loneliness that this leaves her with and actively seeks companionship.
· Her dream of being in the movies is clearly hugely unobtainable and symbolises the difficulty of women ever achieving their dreams.
· Steinbeck shows this discrimination through the language used by the men when talking about her.  For example ‘jail-bait’ and ‘lou-lou’.
· Candy is discriminated against because he is old and disabled.  There was no form of welfare in the USA during the 1930’s, so once Candy is no longer useful, he knows that he will be ‘let go’ and struggle to survive.  This is an example of the ‘dog eat dog’ world of the time – survival of the fittest.  Candy’s dog’s fate metaphorically shows what will happen to the men when they are no longer any use to society.
· The ‘dog-eat dog’ world is also shown when Slim drowns some of the puppies – this is a practical decision based on the fact that only the strongest puppies would survive anyway.
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e Assured explanation of theme/character within the context of the
novel.

* Assured explanation of the connections between the text and the
social/cultural/historical context.

o Assured use of examples relevant to the context of the novel.

*Sentences are purposefully structured, with assured control of expression

and meaning with assured control of the full range of punctuation devices.

Spelling is almost always accurate, with minimal errors.
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* Perceptive explanation of theme/character within the context of the
novel,

e Perceptive explanation of the connections between the text and the
social/cultural/historical context.

e Perceptive use of examples relevant to the context of the novel.

*Sentences are convincingly structured, with sophisticated control of

oxpression and meaning with precise control of the full range of

punctuation devices. Spelling is consistently accurate.





