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FUNCTIONALIST PERSPECTIVE

DURKHEIM

Four main strands:

1. The sacred and profane

2. Totemism

3. Cognitive functions of religion

4. The collective conscience

The key feature of Religion was a fundamental distinction between the sacred and profane found in religions.

Sacred( set apart and forbidden and inspire feelings of awe, fear and wonder. Surrounded by taboos and prohibitions.

Profane(have no special significance, ordinary and mundane

Religion also involves definite rituals in relation to the sacred, these are collective.

· They can evoke strong feelings indicating to Durkheim that the symbols represent something in great power

· He says that society is the only thing to evoke such feelings

· Although there is a variation in the sacred symbols, they all perform a special function; uniting believers into a single moral community 

Study of Arunta, Australian Aboriginal tribe with a clan system

Consist of bands of kin who periodically perform rituals involving worship of a sacred totem. The totem is the clan’s emblem, such as an animals or a plant( it serves to reinforce the group’s solidarity and sense of belonging.

Durkheim sees that when a clan worship the totem they are worshipping society

‘Religion not only as the source of social solidarity, but also intellectual/cognitive capacities’

Durkheim and Mauss’ book, they argue that religion provides categories such as time, space and causation.

E.g. A creator bringing the world into being at the beginning of time.

Thus for Durkheim, religion is the origin of human thought, reason and science.

The collectiveness of conscience is the shared norms, values, beliefs and knowledge( Individuals co-operation possible- without which society would disintegrate

Criticisms:

· Worsley notes hat there is no sharp division between the sacred and profane

· Durkheim’s theory may apply better to small scale societies

· Postmodernists say it cannot apply to contemporary society

 MALINOWSKI

Like Durkheim, Malinowski uses data from small scale, non-literate societies to support his ideas. He focuses on the role of religion in dealing with situations of emotional stress that threatens social solidarity. He identifies two sorts of events that may create this kind of stress:

1. Life crises tend to disrupt a persons day-to-day life as anxiety and tension are present. Malinowski notes that in all societies these life rises are surrounded by religious ritual.
2. Actions that cannot be controlled/predicted also produce tension and anxiety. From his observations in the Trobriand Islands, Malinowski noted that such events were surrounded by ritual. Rituals reduce anxiety by providing confidence and a feeling of control

E.g. -praying before doing something.

Criticisms:

· Malinowski has been criticized for exaggerating the importance of religious ritual in helping people to cope with situations of stress and uncertainty.

PARSONS

· Parsons argues that religious beliefs provide guidelines for human action and standards against which people’s conduct can be evaluated. The Ten Commandments for example- provide the basis for many social norms. In the USA Christian religious beliefs underpin the value consensus even for those who are not Christians because laws and norms have their origin in Christianity.

· Like Malinowski, Parsons sees religion as dealing with problems that disrupt social life-problems such as foreseen, unpredictable events and situations of uncertainty.

· Another main function of religion for Parsons is to make sense of all experiences, no matter how meaningless or contradictory they appear.

‘Religion provides a range of answers to questions about suffering, evil and so on.’ 

Criticisms:

· It emphasises the positive contributions of religion to society and ignores its dysfunctional aspect

· Neglects instances where religion can be seen as a divisive and disruptive force. 

FEMINIST PERSEPCTIVE
Holm

· Argues that in many religions men dominate the powerful positions of the public spheres, while women do most of the behind the scenes work

· For example:
· In Orthodox Judaism only men took part in public ceremonies

· Women still cannot be priests in the Roman Catholic religion

· and men make legal rulings In some Islamic cultures women are not allowed to pray in mosques

· In Hinduism only men can become Brahmanic priests

Holm notes that women’s second class status is often related to female biology and sexuality. For example, Islamic women cannot touch the Qu’ran when menstruating and Hindu women can’t approach family shrines when pregnant.

El Saadawi

· Accepts that women are exploited through religion; for example, Islamic men in some countries use religion to justify barbaric practices such as ‘female circumcision’ 

· However El Saadawi believes it is not religion itself which is to blame, because Islam does not actually support practices which oppresses women

· The real problem is the manipulation and misinterpretation of religious teaching by men for their own benefit

Authentic religious beliefs tend to be oppressed to any such practices because, ‘if religion comes from God, how can it order man to cut off an organ created by Him as long as that organ is not diseased of deformed.’

De Beauvoir

· Sees religion as an instrument of male domination. Men usually control religious organisations and claim that their authority comes from God; for example: kings used to rule by ‘divine right’.

Religion gives women a false belief that their suffering will be rewarded in heaven. It deceives women into thinking they are equal to men whilst in reality they are disadvantaged as the ‘second sex’.

Some religions portray women as being closer to God, but only if they are passive and do not question the male authority. Religion therefore gives women a sense of false consciousness which keeps them in their place.

De Beauvoir is criticised by El Saadawi. She accepts women are exploited- but it is by men.

A MARXIST PERSPECTIVE OF RELIGION

Functions

1. To maintain and legitimate class inequality 

2. to maintain false class consciousness

3. to prevent revolution thus prevents social change

“Religion is the opium of the people”
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Religion and communism

· Marx suggests that in communist societies religion will disappear

· It will not be required as a tool of oppression or to maintain the false class consciousness

Support Marxism

The caste system in traditional India was justified by Hindu religious beliefs; whilst in medieval Europe Kings and Queens Rule by divine right.

Bruce points out that conservative protest in the USA the New Christian Right- consistently support right wing political candidates. Although they have tended to defend the interests of the rich and powerful at the expense of other groups in the population.

The limitations

Some evidence suggests that Religion does not always legitimate power and that it can sometimes provide an impetus for change. 

The fact that religion sometimes acts as an ideological force in the way suggested by Marx does not explain its existence.

Maudro- the relative autonomy of religion.

· Some neo-Marxists argue that religion can be revolutionary

· Members of the clergy can develop revolutionary potential when oppressed members of the population have no other outlet for their grievances

· This has occurred in Latin America, where some catholic priests have criticised ruling groups and helped organised resistance

Evaluation of Weber

· Often described as a ‘debate with Marx’s ghost’

· Marx saw economic or material as the driving force of change, whereas Weber argues that material factors alone are not enough to bring about capitalism

· Specific cultural factors- beliefs and values of Calvinism- to bring it into being

Kautsy argues that Weber overestimates the role of ideas and underestimates economic factors in bringing capitalism into being Capitalism preceded (went first) rather than followed Calvinism.

Tawney argues that technological change, not religious ideas, caused by the birth of Capitalism. 

RELIGION AND SOCIAL CHANGE

Religion as a conservative force

1. maintaining the status quo, preventing rapid social change

2. Reinforcing and promoting traditional beliefs/ values e.g. anti- contraception/abortion/gay marriage in the Catholic Church. Hinduism promotes male domestic authority.

Feminists would see religion as a conservative force because in many religions men dominate the powerful positions within the religion. As Holm states only men take part in Orthodox Judaism ceremonies whilst the women complete preparation tasks.

De Beauvoir would also agree with this view as she notes how men claim their ‘authority comes fro Go’ this promotes traditional belief.

Patriarchal values are kept which feminists disagree with.

Marxists would see religion as a conservative force as Religion teaches people not to question their position within the workplace. This prevents rapid social change as people would not feel that they ought to change or revolt as it is how God wants things to be.

Capitalist values are promoted.

Functionalists would see religion as a conservative fore because it helps us through life crises as it teaches everyone the same thing. Malinowski: When rapid change (death) religion keeps people at rest. 

Weber: The protestant Ethic and the Spirit of capitalism

· Religion CAN cause social change

· Calvinism lead to the development and onset of capitalism

· The first capitalist entrepreneurs were Calvinists

· Capitalism developed first in areas where Calvinism was a strong religion

· Some areas e.g. India were ready for capitalism but because they didn’t have Calvinism it did not develop.

What is Calvinism?

· Belief that only a small group would ever go to heaven – the elect, no one else would go to heaven 
· Predestination – The elect would be chosen even before they were born

· People would never know if they were part of the elect as God was so far beyond and above this world – this would cause anxiety/stress ‘salvation panic’.
Ascetic Protestantism

· Calvinists felt that if they worked hard and achieved it may be a sign that they were part of the elect as they could only prosper with Gods help

· They therefore led their lives as ascetic protestants

· They were self disciplined and strict, they only slept for 6 hours a night would not have sex for pleasure but only for procreation and only played sport for fitness, they would not drink alcohol.  They devoted themselves to God and prayer and saw idleness as a sin.

The Spirit of Capitalism

· The ethics and beliefs of ascetic Protestantism are similar to the ethics and spirit of capitalism.

· Calvinists worked hard and made money which they reinvested and did not spend on frivolities, perfect for capitalism as money was reinvested and businesses grew. 

· Calvinism (a religion) therefore led to social change – it was ONE of the factors that led to the onset of capitalism.

Criticisms of Weber: 

Tawney-- technology change, Marxists                                                                                                                                                   

The Position of Religious Fundamentalism  

· Fundamentalists believe that religion can maintain traditional beliefs but also change society

· They want to revert back to a ‘pure’ form of religion

· E.g. in Iran there had been some liberalisation of women, then the regime changed to an Islamic fundamentalist Government and women became much more inhibited

· HOWEVER 

· Halliday – it is difficult to define what ‘pure’ religion is – very open to interpretation

Religion as an indicator of social change

John Paul

· Used influence as pope to raise awareness of problem of communism

Oscar Romero

“Catholic Marxists”

· Liberation theology

· Bible experienced and lived out by the poor

· Catholic priests and nuns, live bible through the eyes of the poor

· Led movements of anti-capitalism

Martin Luther King

· Very religious 

· Civil rights 1950’s-1970’s

· Racial discrimination

· Equality of black African Americans

Tutu (Desmond)

· Disinvestment( stop other countries trading)

RELIGIOUS ORGANISATIONS 

Conservative and radical churches 

McGuire examines the factors that influence the role in that religion plays in society. For example, religions that emphasise adherence to strong moral codes are more likely to produce members who are critical of society and seek to change it. 

Bruce argues that the concept of a church is primarily useful in describing premodern Christian societies. The development of religious pluralism in modern societies makes it difficult for the state to lead exclusive support to one religion because a single set of religious beliefs is no longer taken for granted and reinforced by all groups in society.

Robertson argues that there has been an increase in church state tensions throughout the world. There is little room for religious concerns in the world of international trade and diplomacy, so governments may come into conflict with the moral concerns of domestic churches.

Denominations

· Stark and Bainbridge are critical of the concept of a denomination. They claim that the division of religious organisations into separate types obscures rather than clarifies the differences between them.

Sects

· Bruce acknowledges that sects may prosper in modern societies where people have more opportunity to form subcultures

· Even with the greater toleration that exists within contemporary societies, however, some sects may come into serious conflict with the wider society. In the 1990’s there were a number of instances involving the deaths of sect followers – for example, the deaths of more than 80 Branch Davidians in the siege at Waco in Texas. 

· Wilson argues that Troeltsch’s description of sects does not account for the increase in new religious movements and sects ion Europe and the USA in recent decades. Some of these are examined below.

Cults

· Tend to be more individualistic than other organised forms of religion because they often lack a fixed set of beliefs

· They tolerate other beliefs and their own beliefs are often vague

· They often have customers rather than members, and customers may have relatively little involvement with the organisation once they have learned the basics 

· Many aspects of the new age movement are based around cults 

NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS 

Attendance of traditional churches has declined in Britain, yet attendance of NRM’s has dramatically risen. Social Trends survey suggests that in 1995 there were 14,350 members of NRM’s and by 200 this increased to around 21,336. 

It is hard to measure membership of NRM’s as:

· Many people are not registered

· Many people don’t want to admit they are in a NRM 

· Some NRM’s are short lived and so people may have once been involved in a dissolved group

Wallis suggests there are 3 types of NRMS:

1. World Rejecting movements: Similar to a sect

· Move away from the world rejecting it, segregate themselves from wider society. E.g. Heaven’s Gate.

· Highly critical of the outside worlds and want to change it

· Expect massive commitment from members and often live in isolated communities

· Members of Hare Krishna must shave their heads, wear massive robes and chant a mantra 16 times a day

· There are often massive moral objections to such groups due to mass suicide groups.

· In 1997 39 members of the Heavens gate group committed suicide.

· Millenarian groups expect divine intervention to change the world

· E.g. the Nation of Islam in 2000 expected Allah would destroy all white people and their religions.

2. World Affirming movements: believe that life is good, Similar to cults 

· Individualistic- based on inner happiness

· Accept the world as it is but give members strategies to enhance their happiness

· Does not restrict members, no collective worship/church/rituals

· Often sell a service- e.g. Scientology gains £200 million per year through courses and the sale of books.

· Entry is through training

· An example of a WAM is transcendental meditation- based on finding oneself through positive thinking

3. World Accommodating movement: accept the world. E.g. Pentecostalism

· Worried by the state of religion and would seek a ‘purer’ form of religious practise 

· They are concerned for the state of society but do not actively seek to change it

· Maintain connections with mainstream religions

· E.g. Pentacostalists- believe the holy spirit allows them to speak in tongues

· Members carry on with normal life outside of religion

HOWEVER, NOT ALL NRM’s FIT INTO THESE DEFINED CATEGORIES

Why do people choose to be part of NRM’s?

Practically:

· People are promised happiness or financial success

Marginally:

· Weber- people join NRM’s because they feel they cannot get rewards from mainstream society

· Sects/WRMs offer their members a ‘theodicy of disprivilege’. 

· A justification of their marginality as a spiritual test or trial

· E.g. the black Muslims in the USA, aimed to recruit the ‘Negroe in the mud’ 

· Many hippies in the 60’s were attracted to NRM’s as they wanted spiritual and personal enlightenment.

Relative deprivation

· Wallis suggests that m/c people are more attracted to NRM’s

· They reject materialism and feel spiritually deprived

· They cant afford to be interested in their own spiritual development

Social change:

· People feel uncertain at times of upheaval so look to NRM’s to give answers

· E.g. in the 1960’s there was a massive growth in Higher Education

· This lead to a massive transition between childhood and adulthood where people had freedom without responsibility

· There was also a rise in radical political movements- it was acceptable to seek alternatives to dominant norms.

· People sought an idealistic way of life

What is the lifespan of a NRM

· Niebuhr suggests Sects cannot live beyond a generation

· This is because they are based around voluntary adult commitment, the members children therefore do not have the same commitment levels and leave when they become adults

· Also they are usually based around single charismatic leaders and when they move or leave, the sect dies with them

· Some WRM’s may commit suicide- Heavens Gate- the whole movement ended when the act occurred

New Age movements

· Practice of clairvoyance, contacting extra-terrestrials, types of meditation and therapy

· Beliefs in magic, crystals, tarot cards, feng shui, astrology and witchcraft

· Participation in self-healing and natural traditional remedies such as yoga and aromatherapy

Heelas believes the key feature of the New Age are:

· A belief ion self-spirituality: people have turned away from traditional religious organisations in their search for  the spiritual and have begun to look inside themselves

· Detraditionalisation: valuing personal experience above authority that cokes from traditional sources

· The belief that you can become responsible for your own actions. Emphasises freedom to discover your own truth.

Appeal of New Age movements:

· Drane argues that the appeal of the New Age comes from the failure of the modern world to deliver personal satisfaction

· Believes that people in the western societies no longer trust institutions such as the medical professions and are disillusioned with the inability of churches to satisfy their craving for spirituality.            

RELIGION AND SOCIAL GROUPS
REMEBER C A G E: CLASS-AGE-GENDER-ETHNICITY

Class

· Marxists theory suggests that religion develops in response to class exploitation

· It develops first amongst the exploited classes but is adopted by higher classes to legitimate their position

· Neo-Marxists such as Maudro see radical religions such as liberation theology as a response to exploitation, as a group develops class consciousness
· Marx would suggest that the w/c would have higher levels of practice as they use religion to dull the pain of oppression

· Religious participation of traditional churches in the UK is greater amongst the middle classes

· This may be due to social desirability bias

· Bruce suggests that cults/WAM’s are primarily middle class

· This is because cults fulfil spiritual needs, w/c be more concerned with financial needs 

· However WRMs are  populated by the w/c as they are offered a theodicy of disprivilage  

Gender





Miller and Hoffman argue that even taking this into account, women are still more religious than men. This is because women, according to surveys are less willing to take risks. Not believing in religion can be risky behaviour. 
Bruce provides the following explanations for the gender difference:

· Female religiosity links to femininity, which is less aggressive and goal orientated than masculinity and therefore fits well with ‘healing’ and ‘channelling’ in New Age beliefs . Male ‘New Agers’ are more interested in parapsychology

· Secularisation has increasingly restricted religion to the private sphere. Men in the public sphere, which is more a female sphere have lost religiosity because of secularisation

· Working-class women have retained stronger religious beliefs than middle-class women; lack of control over their lives makes them identify more than middle class women with an all powerful God
Woodhead links gender differences in religion to a spiritual revolution in which traditional religions are declining while the New Age is growing. 

Secularisation of traditional religion has affected the rationalised public sphere. Traditional religion has become the preserve of women, who emphasise the feminine caring and compassionate aspects of religion. However, as women have increasingly taken paid work they too have been affected by secularisation, leading to a decline of the congregational domain. Nonetheless, congregational religions remain feminised and more attractive to women than men.
Women are also attracted to the New Age beliefs as a way of establishing an identity which can e discovered within the self. This overcomes the contradiction in identity which comes from the women’s dual role as workers and carers. 

Ethnicity 

The 2001 census found that more than half of British Chinese had no religion, as did 15% of White British, 11% OF Afro-Caribbean’s, but only 0.48% of Bangladeshis. 

Religions of ethnic minority groups largely reflect place of origin, for example:

· Over 90% of Pakistanis and Bangladeshis said they were Muslim
· 25% of those of Caribbean origin belonged to New Protestant churches such as Seventh Day Adventists

Modood et al. found 62% of muslins attended a service/ prayer meeting weekly compared to:

· 57% of Caribbean members of New Protestant church

· 39% of Sikhs 

· 29% of White Roman Catholic

· 27% of Hindus

· 9% of white CofE

Bird finds that the greater religiosity of ethnic minorities reflects the stronger religious beliefs of their originating countries. Religion acts as a basis from community solidaritary following migration to an unfamiliar country, and serves to maintain cultural identity for minorities. Socialisation maintains religiosity across generations.

Religion can also help disadvantaged minority groups cope with oppression and injustice- for example, Pentacostalists and Rastafarian religions in the Afro-Caribbean community in Bristol.

Bruce argues that in ethnic minority religions are popular largely for social reasons rather than as an expression of strong religious commitment. Religion enables:

· cultural defence- the maintenance of a sense of identity and pride
· cultural transition- coping with the upheaval of migration

Bruce believes that ethnic minority religions are now declining as a result of being exposed to secularisation in Britain.

Age 

Young children- high participation as their parents makes them attend with them.
Elderly- very religious, have more time to attend (not busy with jobs/children etc)
Average age of churchgoers has risen from 37 in 1979 to 45 in 2005.

Heelas et al have found that most people involved in the New Age movement are middle aged or older. 

Voass & Crocket identify three possible reasons for this age profile:

1. People get more religious as they get closer to death and experience life events such as having children.

2. It could be a period effect: those born in a particular period could be more religious. Brierly argues that Generation Y born in 1980’s is a cohort with little interest in spirituality. 
3. The differences could be the progressive decline of religion.

They concluded that the decline of religion was responsible. Each generation was less likely to socialise children into their religion than the previous one.

Some critics have attacked the theory of secularisation. Heelas et al claim that spiritual beliefs are actually growing- each generation reaching middle age is showing more interest than the previous one.

SECULARISATION AND THE ROLE OF RELIGION IN SOCIETY

Participation












Interpreting the evidence

Question its validity and reliability...

Britain: Martin, 19th century church-going was a sign of middle class respectability, to a greater extent than it is today.

Religion today may be expressed in other ways. It 
may have become more privatised; people develop their own beliefs and see religious institutions as less important

Belief, churchgoing and atheism 
· Opinion poll data generally find that many more people retain religious beliefs than are members of religious organisations or regular attendees at places of worship. In 2000, 70% of people retained some sort of belief, while only 15% rejected the idea of a God or a life force altogether.

· However, Bruce points out that the results of a number of surveys shows a strong weakening of religious beliefs. Nevertheless, in 2001 Census 71.6% of people stated they were Christians (yet the 0.7% of people who claimed to be ‘jedi’suggests the question was not taken seriously.’
· Religious belief and participation may be the obvious place to look for evidence of secularisation, but some theorists such as Casanova argue that the role of religion in society is more significant in assessing whether secularisation is occurring.

Religion and society

Disengagement- religion no longer influences laws, policies and governments.

Structural Differentiation- Religion has lost some of its roles to other societal institutions.

Societalisation- The church is not the focal point of local communities and community life.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Disengagement

Dave Martin

· In the Middle Ages religion was dominant in policy making and government 

· Now there is largely a separation between church and state, religion has become disengaged from policy making – so you could argue secularisation is happening e.g. abortion not being against the law, gay marriages being legal, and even things like shopping on a Sunday.

The queen is a good example as she is head of state and therefore has to agree EVERY law that is passed AND she is the head of CofE. 

Casanova 

· argues that religion had become disengaged but then in the 1980’s it became very important once more in public life , (cultural defence; large immigration means that people had stronger pockets of religion in Britain) 

· shown through the level of religion conflicts seen throughout the world e.g. Palestine/N Ireland/ Iraq

· religion has become deprivatised, it was very important in society, then it went towards the private sphere- matters of personal conscience etc, now it has deprivatised( come back into the public arena)

Structural differentiation

Parsons- religion has lost some of the functions it used to have in society

	Education
	Healthcare

	The government now controls this, but it used to be the only education would be through the church and the majority of teachers would be nuns or priests.


	Used to be just herbal remedies from the church or prayer from the priests as they were the only ones educated.

	Emotional Support
	Financial Support

	Again would have solely come from priests but now there are all sorts of things to help emotionally, like councillors/ psychologists.


	People would often have gone to the church for money if they needed something but now there is less charity for poor people in the UK from the church 

	Leisure
	Rules

	The whole of society is often geared towards leisure whereas before the church was the centre of the community and would therefore provide leisure/ entertainment for people.
	The ten commandments used to be the rulings of everyone’s lives, whereas now law is what people live by and this is ruled by the government.


Societalisation 
Bruce uses the term societalisation to refer to a process in which social life becomes fragmented and ceases to be locally based. The decline of communities in modern societies undermines religion in three ways:

1. Churches can no longer serve as the focal point for communities.

2. People’s greater involvement with the broader society leads them to look more widely for services. They are less likely to turn to the local vicar or priest for support.

3. The cultural diversity of the society in which people live leads them to hold beliefs with less certainty.
Religious pluralism 

· Some sociologists believe that a truly religious society has one faith and one church

· In such society members share common faith, values and beliefs gather together to express their faith in religious ceremonies and ritual

· In modern society, religious beliefs are a personal preference and are no longer part and parcel of their membership of society

· The state can no longer support a single religion without causing conflict 

· Bruce believes social fragmentation and plurality of religions is central to secularisation

· Bruce believes that religous pluralism results from a variety of sources:

· England expanded to incorporate Scotland and Ireland

· Migration

· Industrialisation

· All of which have ‘undermined the communal base if religious orthodoxy’
· Strong religion dominates people lives and cannot be widespread in a fragmented society. Now it only survives in isolated pockets(e.g. Amish communities)
· Weak religion: matter of choice. Is more suited to and can be more widespread in fragmented society( e.g. liberal protestants, New Age and cults)

· Contrary to Bruces view it can be argued that a religious society can be one in which a variety of religious beliefs and institutions are able to thrive

· Example: in northern Ireland, despite divisions between Catholics and Protestants, church membership and attendance is higher than in other parts of the UK.

Religious pluralism largely stems from two sources:

1. Ethnic diversity

2. The growth of new sects and cults

Ethnic diversity and secularisation

Bruce- certain ethnic groups retain strong religious beliefs. This is due to social importance rather than deep religious beliefs.

Religion serves one of the two main purposes for ethnic groups.

1. Cultural defence- religious identity is used to assert ethnic pride. For example, Irish Protestants who supported Ian Paisley’s Democratic Unionist party did more so because of their opposition to a united Ireland rather than because they were attracted to their religious convictions
2. Cultural Transition- religion is used as a tool for dealing with a change of cultural identity. Migrants can use churches, mosques and temples as the centres of their communities

Religions lose these roles when a group becomes more integrated into the host community.

BUT...

Brown believes that there was no ‘golden age’ in which religion provided members of society with a single, unifying view of the world

Religion adapts to social and economic contexts, is not static and unchanging 

A change in the role of religion is not the same as the decline in religion

A religiously plural society can also be a non-secular society.

Keppel

· Believes there has been a resurgence of Judaism, Christianity and Islam in the modern world

· British Muslims have retained/strengthened their faith due to the influence of this worldwide revival
· Modernity has encouraged some ethnic groups to rediscover religion as a way of coping with social change.

Chryssides- the religions of immigrants and their descendants have three paths open to them:

Apostacy: religious beliefs are abandoned in a hostile environment

Accomodation: religious practices are adapted to take account of a changed situation(e.g. women’s adaptation of western dress)

Renewed vigour: religion is asserted more strongly as a reaction to perceived or actual hostility 

Ethnic minorities in Britain are generally characterised by accommodation and renewed vigour rather than Apostacy.

Sects, Cults and secularisation

Religious trends show that membership of NRM’s rose by 50% between 1995 and 2000

Sects

· The growth of sects seems to provide evidence against secularisation. World rejecting sects are the most religious type of organisation since they require the highest level of commitment- how can religion be in decline if people are willing to give up their lives for a movement?

· Stark and Bainbridge- some established churches have lost their emphasis on the supernatural and NRM’s with its emphasis have emerged. In the USA cults often thrive where conventional religions are weak

· Berger- the super natural can only thrive in sects in a secular society.

· Individuals with strong believes much cut themselves off from the influence of a secular society

· Sects are therefore evidence that religion is in decline as they can only exist outside the mainstream society

Sects, Cults and Secularisation 

Bruce- NRM’s only recruit a small number of people in comparison to the decline of mainstream religion. He estimates that the active membership of eastern-based spiritual groups is about 10,000 fewer than the numbers lost by the Christian churches in a month.

New Age and Secularisation

· The belief advocated as ‘diffuse’

· ‘Diffuse’ religion promotes individualism and tolerance

· Since there is not set teaching and allows different beliefs to co-exist, New Age beliefs are suited to pluralist societies.

· Without a community to reiterate and reinforce a set of beliefs, New Age beliefs are very weak and it is difficult to sustain serious commitment.

· It could be argued that Bruce underestimates the significance if New Age beliefs 

· Paul Heelas- if a significant proportion of people are willing to question science and place trust in such beliefs this is evidence against secularisation
· Gallup opinion poll:

· 26% believed in reincarnation

· 40% believed in some sort of spirit

· 17% believed in flying saucers 

· 21% believed in horoscopes

Heelas believes that individuals have turned themselves in the search for spirituality rather than looking to external authorities such as church religions.
RELIGION AND POSTMODERNINTY 

	Pre-modernity-High Religious Status
	Modernity- Religion in decline
	Postmodernity-Religion is privatised

	· People rely on religion to give them answers to unanswerable questions 

· Religion had massive functions in people’s lives, it provided healthcare, relief from poverty, education and law.
	· People move away from religion and toward rationality with the development of scientific thinking

· The most cases people turned to religion only when rational thinking could not give them answers.
	· Grace Davie- religion is in decline, it has simply changed

· It has moved away from collective practice towards a more privatised form, people do not feel they have to practice a religion has to be respectable.


Bauman- religion and post modernity
· Believes that in modernity people search for universal truths – theories are always true. 

· Post modernity rejects the idea of universal truths and denies that other people have authority over you. Instead people have an almost unlimited choice as to what to believe and how to behave.
· However, without rules found in modernity and the idea that a rational plan can be devised to perfect society, people have to make their own ethical choice.
· Without agreed ethics in society as a whole morality is privatised as a personal choice

· People continue to want guidance in what rules to follow, and they turn to experts for advice

· Religious leaders are experts in morality, so some people look to them for help. Unlike the modern era, people can turn to any religious leaders, not just the ones they were brought up to respect.

· This leads to more interest in religion and much greater religious pluralism, people can also change their religious beliefs if they wish. Whatever beliefs they follow, however, they take them less seriously than they did in the modern era.

Criticisms 

Beckford argues that





Post modernity and the New Age 

Hellas did not see the New Age as part of post modernity; but admits there are a number of ways it could be interpreted as post modern:
· Post modernity is often seen as involving a decline of traditional beliefs and authority or detraditionalisation. Traditional church and denomination religions are declining while the New Age is becoming more popular, so this could be seen as evidence of religious postmodernism

· Post Modernity is often seen as involving dedifferentiation. As the boundary between religion and popular culture blurs, this could be seen as evidence of postmodernity

· Postmodernity is usually seen as involving relativism- knowledge is seen as a matter of personal opinion rather than that of facts. The New Age fits this description, as individuals can pick and choose what aspects of the New Age they wish to follow
· The New Age has consumers of its different ‘products’ unlike the believers in traditional religion. Consumer culture is an aspect of post modernity

· The New Age emphasises the importance of experience rather than of achieving particular goals. This again is typical of post modernity whereas modernity is based upon the rational pursuit of objectives

· Both post modernity and the New Age imply we are entering a new era

HOWEVER, HEELAS...

Argues that the New Age is not post modernity but part of the latest stage of modernity. This is because:

· The New Age is ultimately based on a metanarrative- that you should use personal experience to plan your life
· Some New Age thinkers take their beliefs as seriously as followers or traditional religions, not as throwaway parts of consumer culture.

· The New Age is based upon an extreme version of individualism, which is a key feature of modernity

· Many aspects of the New Age – for example, spiritualism- are not really new, but have a long history. Their origins predate the time when post modernity is supposed to have started.


Giddens: High modernity and religion

Sees changes in religion as part of the latest stage in development (which he calls high modernity) rather than part of post modernity.
The central feature of late modernity is increased reflexivity- constant monitoring of and reflection on social life in order to improve it. Reflexivity can produce a questioning of religion but it also undermines individual’s sense of self.
People no longer blindly follow tradition but have to make conscious choices about who they are and what they want to become. This can lead to a sense of personal meaninglessness; religion can fill the vacuum left by the decline of tradition. However, unlike earlier stages of history, people have to choose what, if any, religious beliefs to follow, rather than adopting the same beliefs as their parents. 

Fundamentalism is the response to a society which there is no certainty and tradition has lost its influence (detraditionalisation). In a globalised world in which competing religions exist side-by-side, some people react against the uncertainty, and seek definite answers about how to live their lives, by adopting a rigid interpretation of their particular religion. 
Criticisms of Giddens

Beckford- sees the strengths of Giddens theory as offering an account of diverse phenomena, such as fundamentalism and the New Age. It also explains how religion can survive and even prosper in the modern world.

Beckford sees as a weakness of Giddens theories the claim that religion is based upon reflexivity, which could just as easily lead to people choosing atheism as turning to religion. 

Post modernism- conclusion
BELIEF SYSTEMS OTHER THAN RELIGION
Ideology

Marxism and Ideology

· see ideology as the set of ideas from the ruling classes that maintain the false class consciousness

· this ideology is needed so that capitalism can continue, workers will keep working for low wages whilst the bourgeoisie gain the excess profit

· the function of ideology for Marxists to keep workers in their places and stop them from rebelling

· ruling class ideology include ideas such as; ‘equality will never work as it goes against human nature’ and ‘Meritocracy’

	Gramsci
	Althusser

	· Called the dominance of these ruling class ideas-hegemony and suggests they become the ‘common sense of the age’- the dominant belief

· As people do not question common sense they will not question hegemonic ideas

· They become entrenched in all areas of life, religion, the family, education etc and are therefore difficult to question

· To change capitalism, he suggests that the proletariat must develop their own hegemonic ideas that are spread across the w/c 
	· Argues that the bourgeois used ideological state apparatus to help maintain false class consciousness 

· Education, media and religion for example all uphold capitalist ideas

· They justify, maintain  and reproduce class inequalities

· Abercrombie however argues that it is not these ideas but economic factors such as unemployment that prevent a w/c rebellion


Feminism and Ideology
Patriarchal ideology justifies and legitimates gender inequality. Patriarchal ideology assumes that men are and should be dominant in society.
Radical feminists are most emphatic about the dominance of patriarchal ideology. Millet sees ideological factors as important in maintaining male dominance . Males are socialised into having a dominant temperament , and the society’s culture sees it as natural for men  to have dominant roles. Myth and religion- for example the story of Adam and Eve- reinforce patriarchal ideology . However Millet believes non-ideological factors such as the use of violence , are also important in maintaining men’s dominance. 

Greer sees patriarchal culture as deeply entrenched in society. It is reflected in:

· Sexuality- women are expected to meet means needs

· Fashion and body image-women are expected to be obsessive about their physical appearance

· Fear of men- women are afraid of men and are restricted in their movement by fear of attack by men.

Science


The impact of science


Example:


Imagine proletariat have poor living and working conditions


You want relief


You go to your place of worship and are informed that you are acting as God wishes


You feel content for a while, but the anger of being oppressed returns….religion has not fully removed the problem (only cushioned it)


You continue going to your place of worship to be reminded that you are doing the right thing


BUT ONLY COMMUNISM WILL TRULLY TAKE THE PROBLEM OF OPPRESSION AWAY








Women are more religiously active.





In 2005 57% of those attending one of the main churches or denominations were women.





Opinion polls suggest women are more likely to believe in God.





Modood: found Muslim women were more likely than Muslim men to see religion as ‘very important’.





Men are more likely to have leading roles in religion





More men than women turned away from religion in the 20th century





As women live longer than men there are consequently more women to be religious





Researchers have measured the importance of religion in society in terms of institutional factors such as church attendance, membership, and participation in religious ceremonies. Some of this evidence does point towards secularisation; however:


Patterns vary between countries


The reliability and validity of the statistics are open to question.








Church attendance in Britain (Brierley) 


-figures show a continuing drop in attendance throughout the 20th century 


In 1851 Census of Religion found just fewer than 40% of the population attending church, in 2005 it is estimated at only 6.8%.





Also, attendance to special Christian ceremonies such as baptism and marriages has also declined from 73% in the 1900’s to 35% in 2000.








Church membership in Britain


Has been a decline in membership of religious organisations in the UK. Institutional Christian religions have declined most, while many non-Christian and smaller religions have gained members.


Overall the proportion of the pop. Belonging to non-Christian religions doubled between 1975-2000.








World religious participation





Rates of religious participation in the USA are much higher than of those in Britain. 


Barrett estimates that 34.5% of the world’s population was Christian in 1990, declining only slightly to 33% by 2000. Christianity has declined in Europe but increased in Africa, Latin America and Asia.





Globally, there has been a big increase in the proportion of Muslims in the world and overall a decline in the proportion that are NOT religious. 











Bauman exaggerates changes in religion. Rather than declining in modernity and reviving in post modernity, religion has been continuously important throughout history.





Bauman contradicts himself by arguing both that people make their own choices and that they turn to religious experts for guidance.





Conclusion: There is no clear dividing between a modern and a postmodern era, and the changes in religion such as spiritual revolution can be seen as a continuation and development of trends in modernity.








Although they disagree about whether we have entered a postmodern era, all the above writers agree that significant changes in religion. They also agree that traditional religion is declining and there is greater choice of religious belief for individuals.





Some see this as evidence of religious decline and secularisation others see it as part of the revival of some types of religion/spirituality(e.g. Paul Heelas).





Definition of ideology: ‘a science if ideas’, shared set of beliefs/ values/ideas adhered by a group of people, political beliefs e.g. socialism, fascism





Ideals and values of a particular social class. Often when sociologists use the term ideology to describe a belief system it means they regard it as morally or factually wrong.








SCIENCE





The impact of science


Has the emergence of a rational scientific explanation undermined religion


Scientific advances and achievements have lead to ‘faith in science’


Such as transport, medicine, communications, space travel


Recently however, science has faced some criticism due to pollution, global warming, weapons of mass destruction














Popper


Science has been successful it can be questioned, tested and improved or disproved


A theory or study can be tested by others to see whether it is correct- if it can be falsified 


Scientific knowledge is also cumulative, building on and improving previous work. More accurate ideas replace outdated theories


Popper suggests that people believe in science because it does not claim to have the absolute truth and it can change and evolve when new information is gathered unlike religion


It is evidence based, not based on assumption.











Merton- CUDOS


Scientific beliefs have grown as 


Communication- scientists share their findings through publications


Universalism- theories or studies are tested by objective universal criteria such as retesting, they are not judged by the particular characteristics of the researcher


Disinterestedness- as scientists publish their work to be falsified by others it is harder for them to commit fraud or say things to please others


Organised scepticism- every idea is open to critism or questioning, no claims to the absolute and undisputed truth











Science as an open belief system 


Both works see scientific findings as open to criticism and falsification


Religion though may be a closed belief system as it often claims to have the absolute truth


Its knowledge is sacred and if it is questioned followers are accused as heresy 


Religion unlike science does not change or grow














David Lyon: Jesus in Disneyland





Lyon, believes that postmodernist elements are developing in society with globalisation, the development of information technology and the growth of consumer technology and the growth of consumer society. These lead to people having greater choices including greater choice of gods.





Because of these changes, religion is relocating to the sphere of consumption. People are unwilling to be forced to accept the authority of Christian church religion, but they are willing to choose a religious narrative that appeals to them. For example, in Canada, 75% of people do not attend church regularly but 80% of non-church attendees are still influences by religious beliefs. 





Religion is no longer a social institution but rather a cultural resource on which people can draw if they wish. For example, a religious event, the Harvest Day Crusade has been held at Disneyland in California, showing how religion is becoming another part of consumer culture and mixing with the postmodern fantasy world of Disneyland. 





Dedifferentiation is taking place- a blurring of the boundaries and differences between different parts of social life. In this case the distinction between religion and popular culture is being affected.





Criticisms 





Bruce sees the changes described by Lyon as evidence of the secularisation of society rather than of the revival of religion in a postmodern world. Today only weak religion is left- religion which has little real influence on people’s lives- unlike the strong religion of the past.











