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[bookmark: _GoBack]Our aim was to investigate attitudes to daycare in a British newspaper and to see public opinion as well as creating primary data through content analysis.
Procedures 
To begin with we went on the internet to find an article for our content analysis. We found one recent article from the Daily Mail and also got a list of the top 20 comments from members of the public. We chose this article because it is from a national newspaper that is well known, and it also seemed to be representative of articles of this type when we compared it with others that we had read. With the comments we found the top 20 in terms of their rating because it seemed as though they would be more representative of the general public opinion. 
Once we had found our article we had to familiarise ourselves with it so we had a good understanding of the content. To do this we read it over three times and this enabled us to have an objective view when we carried out the content analysis as we were less likely to let our personal views get in the way. On the third time that we read the article we highlighted key phrases and words that seemed important to the article as a whole. For example, we highlighted all the key words associated with negative behaviour such as ‘hyperactivity’. 
Once we had done this we wrote a list of all the words and then tallied how many times that they appeared in a table. After this we checked our lists with our partners to make sure that we had the same words and together we decided on a definitive list. We also had to do this with the comments section of the article. Each of the words that we used was then transferred onto a post-it note, with one colour being for the article and one for the comments. We then had to group them together into common themes which involved moving them around until we were happy with where they were placed. For example, one of our categories was ‘negative behaviour’ and this contained words such as ‘hyperactivity’ and ‘adverse effects’. 
With this data we then had to summarise each theme with the theme (positive behaviour, for example), an example of a word/phrase found, and then the number of times each of them appeared. This then formed the data that we used to draw both our findings and conclusions. 
Findings 
In both the article and the comments section the categories referring to both in home and out of home care scored the highest. This shows that there is concern over whether children should be cared for at home or at daycare. This concern is echoed in Belsky and Rovine’s work where they suggested that home care is better for a child’s development. However, other research such as the EPPE project has suggested that there are actually positive cognitive benefits of daycare, especially for children who come from disadvantaged backgrounds. 
Maternal care was referred to 9 times in the comments section and paternal care was only mentioned once. In the article, paternal care is not mentioned at all. This shows that even in the public opinion people see the mother as being the primary caregiver. This can be linked to Bowlby and his idea of monotropy and the maternal care hypothesis which says that the mother should be the main caregiver of a child in order to allow attachments to form. 
It is also important to note that neither the article nor the comments section focus on the age of the children when they start daycare, or the length of time that they spend in this form of care. Belsky said that factors such as these were important factors to the development of children, which suggests that there is more that psychology can do to reduce negative effects. The comments section focused more on how the government and their stance on stay at home mothers made them feel. 
Conclusions
Overall we can conclude that many people feel that daycare has negative effects for children and that it is a lot better for children to remain in the care of their mothers. However, it is important to note that all of these are personal opinions and many not be representative of the population as a whole. 
Generalisability
Some of the comments were from people living in America which means that there is some generalisability to people from other countries, despite the article being based on British childcare. However, we cannot be sure that the comments are representative of all people in this country especially as the Daily Mail will attract a certain audience, and another newspaper such as The Sun would have a very different audience. Also, only a certain type of people will leave a comment – especially if the topic is something that they feel strongly about. 
Reliability
As we checked our tallies with other people in the class to make sure that we all had the same words down and similar numbers it means that there is inter-rater reliability. Also because of this it means that we can replicate it to check our results for reliability. 
Applications
It has applications to daycare in this country because it is an important thing in society today, especially with the pressure from the government to make parents go back to work as soon as possible after having children. This means that such findings can be used to help parents make informed decisions about the care that they choose for their child/children. 
Validity 
Even though there was inter-rater reliability and we agreed on the words in our groups different people might interpret words and phrases differently to us, depending on their experiences and this means that we cannot be sure that we have interpreted the article in the same way that other people would. Also, some words and phrases seemed to fit into multiple categories and so picking which category to put them into was difficult. When we read the comments it is also hard to tell if people are making sarcastic comments or not, or sometimes we might have seen them as being sarcastic when they were, in fact, being honest.
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