	POLITICAL PARTIES
	PRESSURE GROUPS

	Parties are seeking to achieve power, either as the government power as part of a governing coalition. 
	Pressure groups do not seek governmental power. If they do, they must turn themselves into political parties. 

	Parties must accept responsibility for all the policies that they propose. Governments must be accountable for what they do. 
	Pressure groups will never be in power and will never have to account for their actions and beliefs. This affects their attitudes fundamentally, for example: Action on Smoking and Health (ASH) successfully campaigned for a smoking ban in public places, it did not have to be responsible for the loss in government revenue from the consequent reduction in smoking. 

	Parties have to adopt policies across the full range of government responsibilities, from transport to foreign policy, from education to the environment. 
	Pressure groups have much narrower concerns and often campaign on a single issue. 

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Parties must select candidates to stand for office.
	Some confusion may arise from the fact that some pressure groups offer candidates for election to Parliament, to the Scottish Parliament and other devolved assemblies. They do this in order to create publicity for themselves. In the 2010 election, single-issue parties such as Animals and Senior Citizens Party offered the electorate a few alternative candidates. 

	Parties have to behave in a responsible way because they are accountable and expect to seek elections. 
	Pressure groups often do not accept all restrictions of potential government. Indeed, in some cases they break the law or undertake acts of civil disobedience. 

	Blurring Distinctions Between Parties and Pressure Groups

	Some pressure groups do put up candidates for election even though they are not seeking power.  Anti-abortion groups, for example, have presented candidates in general elections to publicise their cause. Similarly, CLEAR, a party campaigning for the legalisation of cannabis, presented candidates in 2010 merely to raise the profile of the issue.

	Some single issue parties look very like pressure groups. The UK Independence Party (UKIP), for example, began as an anti-European Union pressure group, while the Green Party was once little more than an environmental campaign organisation. It could be said that the British National Party is essentially an anti-immigration organisation. 

	Some pressure groups, notably trade unions, do adopt a wide range of policies and so appear quite similar to parties. 

	A few pressure groups are very closely associated with parties, so it can be difficult to distinguish between them. Certainly Unlock Democracy, which campaigns for constitutional reform, is very closely allied with the Liberal Democrats. Many trade unions have very close links with the Labour Party.



