Y12 Government and Politics: Unit 2: Check List
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1) The Constitution

The Role and the Purposes of the Constitution 

Features of the UK Constitution
· It is codified and unentrenched 
· Statutes that can amend the constitution 
· Conventions that can amend the constitution 
· Conventions that can amend the constitution 
· Referendums that confirm amendments the constitution 
· It is unitary 
· It is based on parliamentary sovereignty 
· There is no separation of powers
· Constitutional monarchy and prerogative powers 
· A strong executive 
· The rule of law

Sources of the UK Constitution 
· Parliamentary statutes 
· Conventions 
· Authoritative documents and books 
· Common law 
· EU treaties 
· Traditions 

Unitary and Federal Constitutions
· Unitary Constitutions 
· Federal Constitutions

Debate: Codified or Uncodified Constitutions 
· The UK should have a codified constitution 
· The UK should not have a codified constitution 

Sovereignty 
· Legal Sovereignty 
· Political Sovereignty 
· The UK in the context of the EU (i.e. has the UK lost its sovereignty)
· Devolution 
· The location of sovereignty in the UK 

Evaluation of the UK Constitution 
· Positive & Negative Elements 

Constitutional Reform in the UK 
· Labour’s post 1997 reforms: Devolution (Scotland, Wales & N. Ireland), Human Rights Legislation: Human Rights Act & European Charter of Human Rights (separate from the EU)
· Electoral Reform (Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast use a proportional voting system & London Mayor elected using a supplementary vote system). 
· Elected Mayors (London Mayor- first elected mayor was Ken Livingston in 2000) 
· Reform of the House of Lords 
· Reform of the Judiciary 
· The Uncompleted elements of the Post 1997 reforms (HoL not fully reformed, devolved assemblies across the UK undermined due to the negative referendum result in the North East). 

Evaluation of Labour’s Reforms
· Devolution
· Human Rights legislation 
· Electoral reform 
· House of Lords 
· Elected Mayors 
· Judicial reform 

The 2010 Coalition and Constitutional reform 
· Electoral reform 
· Fixed-term parliament 
· House of Lords reform 
· A British Bill of Rights 
· Equal Constituency sizes 
· Recall of MPs 
· Devolution 
· European Union
· Elected Mayors 



2) Parliament 

The Functions of Parliament 
· Legislation
· Scrutiny 
· Accountability 
· Representation 
· Rights protection 
· Redress of grievances 
· Deliberation 

Differences between the House of Lords and the House of Commons 

Composition of the House of Commons 
· 650 MPs
· Frontbench MPs 
· Backbench MPs
· The Speaker 
· Legislative Committees 
· Departmental Select Committees 
· Public Accounts Committee
· Whips Offices 
· Party make up of the House of Commons 

Composition of the House of Lords 
· Life Peers (630)
· Hereditary Peers (92)
· Archbishops and bishops of the Church of England (26)
· The Lord Speaker 
· Frontbench peers 
· Backbench peers 
· Public bill committees 
· Whips offices 
· Party make up of the House of Lords 

Parliamentary Committees 
· House of Commons departmental select committees 
· House of Commons public accounts committee (PAC) 
· House of Commons Legislative Committees (mostly public bill committees) 
· House of Lords public bill committees 

The Relationship between government and Parliament 
· House of Commons (factors in the House of Common’s favour and factors in the government’s favour)
· House of Lords (factors in the House of Lord’s favour and factors in the government’s favour)


Evaluation of the House of Commons & House of Lords 
· Representation 
· Calling the government to account 
· Scrutiny 
· Legislating 
· Deliberation Checking government power

Reform of the House of Commons 
· Backbench Business Committee June 2010 (The committee controls debates in the chamber for 27 days per year)
· Proposed reforms: constituency boundaries to be redrawn to make them equal size in terms of population 
· Constituents given the power to re-call MPs if they feel they are abusing power
· The size of the HoC is due to be reduced by 10% (money saving and streamlining)
· Unsuccessful AV referendum in May 2011
· Legislative Committees proposed to examine legislation before it is put before the HoC (time saving and quality controlling)

Proposed Reforms of the House of Lords (Evaluation)
· Abolition
· All appointed 
· Fully elected 
· Mixed elected and appointed 


3) The Prime Minister & Cabinet 

The nature of the Cabinet 

The role of the cabinet 

Collective responsibility 

Prime Ministerial Power
· The sources of prime ministerial power
· The prime minister’s power 
· The relationship between the prime minister and the cabinet 

How the prime minister can control the cabinet?
· Patronage
· Control of the cabinet agenda 
· Bilateral agreements 
· Collective responsibility 
· Use of inner cabinets 

Is the British prime minister now effectively a president? 
· Evidence of presidentialism 
· Counter evidence of presidentialism 

Evaluation of the Most recent Prime Ministers (Patronage, Control of the Cabinet, Bi-lateral agreements, Collective responsibility and inner cabinets) 
· Margaret Thatcher
· John Major 
· Tony Blair 
· Gordon Brown
· David Cameron

Theories of Governance 
· Core-executive model 
· Prime Ministerial Leadership
· Presidentialism 
· Spatial Leadership 
· Elastic Band Theory 
· Leadership Styles (balancers etc.) 



