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Wyatt's Rebellion 1554
Causes of the rebellion:
· Some rebels took part for religious reasons; did not wish to see Catholic restoration, identified as the main cause of the rebellion in the contemporary book The History of Wyatt’s Rebellion (1554) by John Proctor
· Supported by historian Fletcher, who identifies the leaders of each of the four regions that planned to rise as having Protestant sympathies, including the Duke of Suffolk, and Kent (only place it revolted) itself was the only radical religious area, and significantly no leader was Catholic, and attacked the property of Stephen Gardiner who replaced a protestant as Bishop of Winchester
· Kent, where the rebellion started, had been suffering a decline in the cloth industry over a long period, with rising unemployment since 1551 and economic hardships tend to make people tolerant of change and more likely to air their grievances
· The rebellion followed the announcement of Mary's marriage treaty to Philip in January 1554, and the rebels led by Sir Thomas Wyatt did not want Mary to marry a foreigner, Wyatt probably led the government would be taken over to a foreigner and English interests would become subservient to Spanish interests
· Some of the younger gentry may have been concerned with Philip's presence at court might adversely affect their career opportunities, as if Wyatt had rise on religious reasons this would limit his support from the Catholics, whereas the English people were united by xenophobia

Causes of the rebellion (2): 
· Evidence of widespread xenophobia was in a contemporary chronicle; The Chronicle of Queen Jane and Queen Mary, which noted that when the Spanish negotiators arrived in England to discuss the terms of the marriage treaty, people hung their heads down and were sad
· This did not occur when Aragon was to marry Prince Arthur, but the concern may have been heightened by the fact that the monarch was a women, as there was no precedent for this, and it was anticipated that that her husband would be King, and hence the queen's interests would be subordinate to him
· John Proctor's book The History of Wyatt’s Rebellion (1554) was commissioned by the government, which thought that if religious grievances were the mainstay of the trouble, it would divert attention from opposition to the marriage, Protestants could be portrayed as traitors and therefore punished
· It may have been a continuation of the factional disputes that marked the end of Edward VI's reign and the beginning of Mary's reign, with former members of the coup that put Lady Jane Grey on the throne being linked with the rebellion; they may have been hoping to regain their political influence

Events of the rebellion (1):
· Autumn 1553, some gentry at court (generally MP's not councillors) began to discuss a Protestant succession which could involve deposing Mary, and marrying Edward Courtenay (Earl of Devon) to Princess Elizabeth who would become Queen, in December plans were made for coordinated risings in Kent and Herefordshire, Devon and Leicestershire for 18th March 1554, also in this month the Emperor's negotiators arrived to begin negotiations for the marriage treaty
· In January 1554 the terms of marriage treaty were announced by proclamation and the rebels decided to bring the uprising forward, Simon Reynard admitted he had heard the plot and Courtenay confessed all he knew, 3/4 of the locations did not raise supporters but in Kent Wyatt raised 2,500 armed men,
· Norfolk was sent to stop the rising but had to return to court when his troops were persuaded to join Wyatt's forces (around another 1000), 3rd Feb 1554 Wyatt reached the Thames at Southwark but his delay allowed Mary vital time to prepare and after the initial mistake of sending Norfolk to confront the rebels she acted decisively, fortifying the city rather than leaving it open to attack, and made speeches to Londoners so they railed around her in a display of loyalty

Events of the rebellion (2):
· On 12th Feb Wyatt led his troops to Ludgate, where he was stopped 1/2 a kilometer from the Queen at the Tower, Mary offered to consider their grievances and a pardon for those who went home, again delaying Wyatt as he considered the offer and allowing Mary further time to prepare, and divided the rebel force so that Wyatt was trapped with 300 of his men, and around 40 died in battle before he was forced to surrender and ask for mercy
· 90 rebels were executed, including Wyatt, though this was hardly a punitive campaign, and unlike her predecessors, she did not send their body parts to various parts of the country as a warning for traitors and rebels
· Lady Jane Grey and her husband Guildford Dudley were executed despite being innocent, and Princess Elizabeth's life was spared because she had not been involved in Wyatt's plans, and perhaps also because Mary recognised that this was likely to encourage further unrest

Government Response 
· It seemed to be more a royal response as the main conspirators were members of the government and Queen’s inner circle at the time. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Although, in general, these rebels were treated with a lot more leniency than perhaps those involved in the POG as executions were largely confined to political leaders who were most definitely guilty of the conspiracy, whereas in the POG many rebels as well as leaders were executed. 
· 500 Whitecoats (Royal Force) sent to deal with rebels at Wrotham but instead they joined the rebels. This can imply that either the threat wasn’t that great so there wasn’t much to take care of, or the threat was great hence why the government had to act with caution to prevent another rising, which would pose another threat to Mary. 
· Mary appealed to citizens of London to help her, for her protection, she bought this time by offering the rebels a negotiation, which in turn stalled their force at Blackheath. This worked, rebels defeated at Ludgate after 40 were killed and they surrendered after being trapped by the citizens.

Wyatt's Rebellion was a serious threat:
· Rebellion came close to overthrowing the monarchy, as Wyatt reached the city gates and this was the only rebellion of this period to directly threaten the capital and seize the seat of government
· This came just a year after Mary had herself rode into London to seize the throne from Lady Jane Grey, who had retreated to the Tower of London, her an attempted coup in the name of Princess Elizabeth was marching against Queen Mary in the Tower
· Mary had alienated important sections of the nation by pursuing the Spanish marriage, so that support for her as Queen had severely waned since her accession in 1553
· ANDERSON & MOFFATT: “would almost certainly end in her deposition and replacement with the Protestant Elizabeth
· Most of the rebel leaders had Protestant credentials; therefore there could have been a secret aim to restore the Protestant ascendency.
· Wyatt could have used a political conspiracy to advance religious aims (Elizabeth= Protestant). Unlike the others, they posed a much more direct threat to the monarch as they directly sought to dethrone Mary.

Wyatt's rebellion was not a serious threat:
· Wyatt was only the member of the gentry class, and was unable to win over influential support, perhaps if all 4 areas had risen the rebellion could be serious but in the end only Kent rose up and Wyatt was only able to muster 2500 men, a paltry amount compared to the serious 30,000 of the Pilgrimage of Grace
· Given the xenophobia, Wyatt might had had some success had he launched a quick attack on London, but he hesitated and delayed, giving Mary vital time to act decisively
· She sent out letters and made speeches to Londoners and refused to leave the capital, and she personally was the major cause of the defeat of the rebellion, something her father and siblings could not claim
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