Spelling Milestones: Ages 5-8
[bookmark: _GoBack]Just as children reach physical milestones in the process of learning to walk, there are several important spelling milestones that a child will pass through between the ages of 5-8.
All children develop differently. For some children these milestones will be reached easily as skills develop naturally, while other children will require explicit teaching. However these are the common milestones.
Important
Many parents learned spelling at school by rote learning which is drilling and memorising spelling words. Current research no longer supports this method. Children need to be exposed to language experiences to improve their spelling. It is important to remember that before we can spell, we write and before we write we read and talk.
5-6 years old
A 5-6 year old will learn that language is broken into words
Many children until age 5-6 do not realise that there are different words separated by spaces and that these words on a page are made up differently with letters. Tracing and copying of letters in words occurs at this stage and is important for consolidating visual memory skills in young children.
A 5-6 year old is developing phonemic awareness
Phonemic awareness is the ability to hear the single sounds within words. This skill is essential for spelling development as listening skills develop prior to writing tasks.
A 5-6 year old is learning about sound letter relationships
Phonics is the knowledge of which sounds match which letters, as well as knowing that single sounds combine to create different sounds. This awareness is just developing as children learn the letters of the alphabet.
5-6 year olds are phonetic spellers
Phonetic spelling is spelling words exactly as they sound, for example love =luv  . These initial attempts at spelling show a child’s developing phonemic awareness and more formal spelling rules develop after this.
5-6 year olds use invented spelling
Children at this level understand that writing is purposeful and may have realised some simple spelling patterns exist. Children will attempt to invent words as they develop a sense of confidence and pride in their writing attempts. Encourage ‘inventions’ as they are a good representation of a child’s understanding of phonics.

5-6 year olds may leave out vowels
Consonant sounds in the initial and final position within words are easier for children to hear, whereas vowels may be misheard, especially if there is more than one. Vowel sounds in English are more challenging and are not yet expected to be used accurately in a child’s spelling attempts.
5-6 year olds will learn to spell simple, common CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant) words. Once children are listening carefully and have a good understanding of sound-letter correspondence they will begin attempting simple CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant) when writing. Children will have learned that vowels do belong in words and may attempt to use them.
Commonly spelled words at this stage are mum, dad, bed, pig, cat, pet, sit.
5-6 year olds will learn to spell their name
Children at this age are fascinated by names. Most children will learn to recognise the letters in their name and through repetition in the classroom learn to spell this. 
5-6 year olds will use environmental print to assist their spelling
At this age, with spelling and writing skills blossoming, children will look for examples of print in their environment to copy. This is a sign that the child is searching to make connections between sound–letter patterns and their own writing.
Children enjoy finding everyday words, such as days of the week, colour words and items in the home in signs and other print around them.
A 5-6 year old may reverse letters
Letter reversals such as ‘b – d’, ‘q-p’ are common when spelling skills are emerging. There is debate as to the reason however it is very common and is a milestone that is significant as children learn through their mistakes and by being able to recognise when a word ‘looks’ the same as modelled spelling and when it looks ‘wrong’. 


7-8 years old
A 7-8 year old is spelling words they read and use frequently
By this age children are spelling many high frequency words (words we see written commonly) correctly. They are also spelling correctly a list of personal words, including names of their  family members, friends and pets’ names.
A 7-8 year old is breaking words into syllables
As your child’s sound letter relationship skills develop they become able to break a word into syllables. Simple activities such as clapping the syllables they can hear in words reinforces the concept that two or three letter combinations create single sounds.
A 7-8 year old will begin to spell unknown words
As your child becomes more confident they may begin to spell unknown words by linking the new words to known words. An example is knowing the endings of words, for instance words that end in ‘ing’. Encourage children to look for patterns in words.
A 7-8 year old will begin to use rhyme to spell words
It is during this age that children reach the spelling milestone of forming and grouping words into word families. Children will begin by rhyming ending sounds and then progress to vowel combinations such as ai, ay, oy and er.
7-8 year olds will find and correct simple spelling errors

Children at this level, with support, will begin to edit their own writing. This means they can look for patterns in their own writing and see if the letters they have written match the sounds they can hear. Children will be relying on visual strategies to edit their own writing and may be taught at school visual memory strategies such as LOOK-SAY-COVER-WRITE-CHECK.
7-8 year olds will use sources around them for spelling
At age 7-8, children begin to use word charts and junior dictionaries to correct errors.
7-8 year olds consolidate how words are formed
An important milestone at this age is consolidating the knowledge that words are formed from smaller words. An example is that a child can see that the word together is made from the words her, the, to and get. The searching of words within words is an important skill for later spelling strategies. Therefore, caregivers should resist the urge to spell words for the child.

