Section B: Language through time
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Mock Exam 1 (Dec): Analysis of personal letters through time (TEXT A and TEXT C only)
Analyse the use of language in the three texts
You should apply relevant frameworks that you have studied, including lexis, grammar, syntax and semantics. Your answer should include some consideration of the following:
· Comparisons and/or contrasts between the texts
· Uses of language that differ from present day Standard English
· Their use of the letter form, and their approach to the person addressed
· Views, opinions, attitudes etc that are expressed in the text
· Any other points that you find interesting in the use of language in the extracts. 
[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-eoMeOxhW1kY/UiNa1mkxlXI/AAAAAAAAAcc/hEx-T_0c6Tg/s1600/A+grade+essay.png]
Band 4 example answer (student’s analysis of Text B has been omitted)
Text A is an Early Modern text, Text B is a Modern English text and Text C is a Late Modern text, so it would be expected that there would be differences in opinions, especially religion, as well as orthography and semantics over time.
[image: http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/KTn/ejr/KTnejrLjc.png][image: http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/KTn/ejr/KTnejrLjc.png][image: http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/KTn/ejr/KTnejrLjc.png]In each case, a different approach is taken to the recipients of the respective letters. Princess Elizabeth writes to her step-brother, then King Edward VI, but a strong sense of status is created with the noun phrase ‘most noble kinge’. The superlative ‘most’, combined with the attributive adjective ‘noble’ suggests Elizabeth’s utmost respect and reverence for her brother’s status as king. The spelling of ‘kinge’ is indicative of the historical period when the text was produced, notably before the production of Johnson’s dictionary in 1755, so idiosyncratic spellings are to be expected. In addition Elizabeth refers to herself as ‘Your Maiesties humble sistar’ to convey that not only does she feel completely respectful, even inferior to her step-brother, as is suggested by the attributive adjective ‘humble’ but she considers herself as belonging to her brother, conveyed by the possessive ‘-ies’ on the proper noun ‘Maiesties’. Again, the lack of apostrophe to show possession here is indicative of the Early Modern period. 
In Text C, the noun phrase ‘my dear Pamela’ implies affection with the attributive adjective ‘dear’, now noticeably, without the erratic capitalisation that was used in Text B [N.B. the student had made a good point about erratic use of capitals in Text B prior to this.] The fact that Sitwell employs the first name of her recipient, the proper noun ‘Pamela’ instead of the title ‘Lady Snow’ suggests the lessened awareness and necessity for formal titles and status over time, especially in informal letters like this.
[image: http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/KTn/ejr/KTnejrLjc.png]Religion is dealt with with varying levels of importance across the texts. In Text A, the main clause ‘I shal pray God for euer to preserue you’ employs the lexical verb ‘pray’ with the proper abstract noun ‘God’ to suggest Elizabeth’s devotion to religion and the beliefs of the time that God was a ruling influence over the well-being of individuals. The time adverb ‘for ever’ connotes the ritualistic nature of religious faith and the Christian belief in the afterlife and eternity. The infinitive form of the verb ‘to preserve’ conveys the idea that society in the 16th Century believed that God could choose who lived and died according to their actions, so the idea that praying could ‘preserve’ or save someone is a comforting one. Here we see the interchangeable ‘u/v’ typical of language at the time. In the parenthesis ‘(whos wil is a commandemente)’ Elizabeth utilises the common abstract 

noun ‘commandemente’ to suggest she has much respect and obedience to the will of her step-brother. 
Similar attitudes to religion are seen in Text B… [the student the analysed this with linguistic evidence]
[image: http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/KTn/ejr/KTnejrLjc.png]However, in Text C a dependence on religion and faith is not as explicit as in the other two texts, perhaps suggesting a secularisation of society over time. An interesting point to make, however, is the use of the lexeme ‘gracious’ in the exclamative: ‘Oh, good gracious!’ Whereas in Text A, the abstract noun ‘Grace’ is employed as a vocative to refer to the King as a term of holiness and respect and in Text B as the adverb ‘graciously’ to suggest the divine will of God, in this context [Text C] it is used as an exclamation of fun, as the exclamatory mood of the sentence suggests. Sitwell’s joke that she is going to tell the ‘Tax people’ that she was employed in a ‘mental capacity’ provokes this exclamative again, suggesting her lack of seriousness with the interjection ‘Oh’ conveying her amusement. 
[image: http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/KTn/ejr/KTnejrLjc.png]In Text A, the extended simile ‘like as a shipman in stormy wether…so a gentil winde wil bringe me forwarde to my hauen’ is used to convey Elizabeth’s extreme sense of disappointment in not being able to meet her brother, comparable to that of a’shipman’ who must let the storm run its course before continuing his journey. The noun phrases ‘stormy wether’ and ‘a gentil winde’ could be described as pathetic fallacy to mirror Elizabeth’s mood i.e. her ‘stormy’ and turbulent disappointment and her hope of ‘gentil’ and untroubled circumstances. This sense of contrast is again seen in the declarative sentence ‘moved me muche and griued me gretly’ which employs the contrasting verbs ‘moved’ and ‘griued’ to suggest her elation at her brother’s better health and her grief at not being able to see him.
In Text B, a strong sense of society and etiquettes of the time are evident…[student goes on to analyse comments in the letter which criticise a woman for flirty and being promiscuous!]
[image: http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/KTn/ejr/KTnejrLjc.png]In Text C, the imagery of the Venetian ‘gondola’ in the ‘full moon’ connotes beauty and serenity, a highly sensuous image that suggests the imaginative, creative and literary character of Sidwell. The compound sentence ‘It is horrible and one really suffers greatly’ offers comfort and sympathy to Pamela, typical of an informal letter between friends.’ [If the student had had time s/he could then have gone onto analyse the use of the pronoun ‘one’ as indicative of the time period and status of the writer.] 
Mark: 34/40 
[N.B. the full, handwritten answer was between 4 ½ and 5 sides of A4.]



Starter terminology test
1) Underline the pre-modified noun phrase in this quote ‘so did I, most noble Kinge’

2) What is type of adjective is ‘most’?

3) Identify the word class of ‘my’ in ‘my dear Pamela’


4) Identify the word class of ‘forever’

5) What type of subordinate clause is ‘to preserve you’ in the sentence ‘I shal pray God for ever to preserve you.’


6) Is ‘Oh good gracious!’ an exclamative or an exclamatory?

7) What sort of figurative language technique is ‘like as a shipman in stormy wether’

8) ‘stormy wether’ and ‘a gentil winde’ are both ………… ……………………… [clue: name one of Helen’s favourite linguistic terms]


9) When a writer uses the weather to reflect mood, it is called: 


10) What sentence type is this: ‘It is horrible and one really suffers greatly’

Mark: ……….. / 10
Percentage: ……………
Mock Exam 1 - Reflections:
The approximate grade I achieved is:
My use of general linguistic terminology was ……………………………….
My timing was ……………………………
My analysis of language over time features was ……………………………..
My targets are:
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