
	Analyse and compare the use of language in these three texts as examples of crime reporting in newspapers. In your answer you should consider the styles of reporting, the attitudes conveyed and the influence of the contexts in which they were written on their use of language.



Text A is an 1800s newspaper article, taken from The Times, which is reporting a recent murder. At this time, spelling and grammar had only recently been standardised and it is expected that the text shows irregular capitalisation and archaic spelling. The concrete noun “miscreant” could be considered archaic as it is very rarely used in modern English, and in the context of this piece is connotes disgust, abnormality and crime. Particular use of this noun is important in this report as it helps portray the murdered in a negative light. An archaic adverbial of time is used later in the text, “on Thursday se’nnight”, and it is just one example of the distinct contrast between language used in 1800 and the language used now in modern English.
The Times is well known for being a very formal broadsheet so it is expected that a formal tone is adopted and continued throughout the entirety of the text; however, in this text a formal tone is frequently juxtaposed by informal linguistic characteristics. Standard and simple punctuation is common in broadsheet newspapers as they don’t carry and further purpose than to structure the text, but in text A there is a frequent use of exclamative sentences and exclamation marks. For example, “murdered!”, by following the past tense dynamic verb with an exclamation mark the formality of the text is challenged as exclamation marks are typically used in an informal manner, this particular piece of punctuation also serves as being an emotive device and makes the chances of the reader connecting and reacting to the text more likely. The use of emotive devices contributes to the novelist approach the writer takes to discuss these current events. During the 1800s there was a huge emphasis on literature and it was common for journalistic writers to adopt the style of a fiction writer in order to entertain their audience. This novelistic style is apparent through the constant use of dramatic premodifying adjectives such as “agonizing” and “dreadful”. Such use allows for the text to take on a  subjective tone in a storytelling like manner.
Text B is a later 1800s newspaper article, also taken from The Times, which is reporting the most recent murder committed by Jack the Ripper. The title of this article, “Another Whitechapel Murder”, effectively reflects the societal attitudes that were most apparent during this time. The determiner “another” suggests that the following article is going to be about a current, ongoing problem that appeals to the general public; however, it also implies a sense of boredom and expectancy and possibly mirrors a society that has come to expect these murders. 
Similarly to text A, adjectives are used constantly throughout the article but rather than to create a storytelling article they show respect. “Terrible” is an example of one these adjectives and could be seen as a polite way of discussing the deceased. During this time period it was less acceptable to talk about murder and death in a gruesome, disrespectful manner and it could be argued that the general public, nowadays, are desensitized to such gore due to technological advances - including the internet - which is why it is common for murders to be discussed using graphic details in modern newspapers.
Juxtaposition of a formal tone is also apparent in this text but due to linguistic standardisation and stricter rules concerning the characteristics of a broadsheet newspaper, it is less frequent. Archaic slang is used on line 34, “ ‘doss’ “, and it denotes the money required for a single night’s stay in a hotel. It is important to notice that this slang word is surrounded by inverted commas and this suggests that use of such language is now unexpected and irregular in an informative article from The Times as it has been clearly established as a broadsheet newspaper.
A theme of a loss of hope and worry is carried throughout this text which in turn portrays the writer’s pessimistic attitude. The premodifying complementive adjective “hasty” is not often associated with the police and it connotes a rush and a sense of panic, not only does this effectively represent the writer’s attitude but it also makes the reader feel the need to worry and adopt the same attitude as the writer. The continuity of hopelessness is very apparent throughout the remainder of the text, particularly through the frequent use of the premodifying adjective “little”, and it makes the reader feel doubtful as well as indicating that the writer is writing with the purpose of warning and informing rather than reassuring.
Archaic pronouns are used with abundance in this text and there is a constant referencing to “whom”, a pronoun that would now be viewed as extremely formal; however, at the time this was a high-frequency pronoun that wouldn’t strike an individual as being particularly formal in their language. Archaism is also evident in the inconsistent time referencing, “at a quarter to 4 o’clock” is later followed by “2:30” and “half-past 7”, this indicates that a way of telling the time had not yet been standardised which accounts for the inconsistencies and the irregular syntax.
Text C is a modern newspaper article (2009), also taken from The Times, which discusses the recent shooting and murder of a man.  
The heading of this article is an active declarative sentence, “Wife charged after man is shot dead in marital bed”, and allows for the emphasis of the sentence and the attention of the reader to be placed on the female murderer. The rhyming seen in the heading, “dead” and “bed”, could be viewed as an attempt to make light of the fact the female has murdered her husband which is very typical of a modern society – had this article been written in an older and more patriarchal society then this topic would have been discussed in a very serious manner.
The writer of this article represents juxtaposing ideas concerning the husband which allows for the text to seem objective and let’s the reader develop their own opinion on the events that happened. The past tense dynamic verb “lay” connotes vulnerability and initially shows the man to be a defenceless victim and in turn placing of the blame on the woman. The blaming of the woman is reinforced by the premodifying adjective “locked”, this high-frequency adjective connotes struggle and informs the reader than the woman was determined to get in the cabinets to obtain the murder weapon, furthermore is takes away any empathy the reader may have towards the murderer. However, the adjectival present participle “degenerating” premodifies the concrete noun “alcoholic”, this is the beginning of the writer starting to introduce ideas that may significantly alter the opinion on his readers. Use of this present participle acknowledges the husband as being a person that was a difficult person to live with and makes the reader gain some sympathy and possible empathy towards the wife. Empathy is also encouraged by the writer through inclusion of a quote from neighbour where they describe the deceased as a “difficult man”, this euphemism is respectful but still successful in portraying a negative image of the woman’s husband.
The writer uses a large number of facts and numerical data in the final paragraph, “post-mortem examination…” and “shortly after 3:30am...”, such data backs up the prior information discussed by the writer and makes the text seem more professional, in turn increasing the likelihood of the reader agreeing with the opinions present by the text. Professionalism of the text is also increased via use of proper nouns, “Hampshire police”, when a writer entwines proper nouns throughout a text it creates a sense of superiority and greater knowledge which makes the reader feel as if they should believe everything written in the text and also as if they should adopt the same attitudes as the writer.
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