Faults

Faults are brittle fractures where rocks are displaced. 

Horsts and Grabens – “block mountains and rift valleys”
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Dip slip faults

· Dip slip faults form under compression or tension
· The displacement is parallel to the dip of the fault plane
· Dip slip faults result in crustal extension or compression

Normal faults

Normal faults form under tensile stress, causing crustal extension. The hanging wall is downthrown. 
Fault plane

                   [image: http://bio4esobil2010.files.wordpress.com/2010/12/normal-fault.jpg] Heave – the total horizontal displacement (crustal extension/shortening) 
Dip slip – the amount of displacement parallel to the fault plane
Throw – the total vertical displacement
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