USA- Land of Freedom? 1945-1975
Who improved civil rights the most in the 1960s and 1970s?
How were Martin Luther King’s ideas and methods different from those of Malcolm X? Who was more important to Civil Rights?
Passive resistance of Martin Luther King
· King was a Christian and he believed that anything was possible through God
· He saw the peaceful method of Ghandi in India and was very supportive of them
· He stuck to peaceful methods throughout the Civil Rights Movement and inspired many others to both become Christians and protest against what was unfair
Violent methods of and Malcolm X
· Malcolm X believed in black superiority
· He thought that violence should be met with violence but claimed that had the KKK etc. been non-violent he would become non-violent
· He was influenced by black power groups such as the Black Panthers along with the Nation of Islam
Who did more for Civil Rights?
	Martin Luther King
	Malcolm X

	Worked with the NAACP and the SCLC to organise protests etc. to get rights back
	Inspired black people to be proud of their history

	Spoke to thousands of people and convinced them to fight for his claim including Kennedy/Johnson etc.
	Represented the younger black people, many of whom did not think non-violent protest was working

	King’s vision on non-violent protest made the whites look much worse internationally as they were attacking people who were not doing anything at all wrong.
	Brought prominence to the problems in the northern states


Birmingham, 1963
· Birmingham was the most segregated city in the whole of the USA
· They had not desegregated anything, not even schools after the Brown v Board ruling
· Martin Luther King proposed to start a march to desegregate Birmingham
· On 3rd April the march began and although none of the protestors were violent fire hoses and aggressive police dogs were turned on them
· Many people, including King were arrested and quickly the jails were filled
· Although it would have been nature to give up at this point with many of the adult protestors unable to participate, the civil rights leaders were determined to succeed and they started training children to protest
· The first children’s march was on 2nd May and they faced the same treatment as the adults.
· There was lots of media attention again as the images shocked the rest of America and the world once again. 
· Eventually they began negotiating which resulted in the desegregation of the most segregated city in the USA. This was a huge success and gave the blacks the motivation to continue building on their success with the Washington March just a few months later. 

March on Washington, 1963
· Over 250,000 people including 80,000 white people attended.
· Chants such as “Pass the bill” 
· Martin Luther King  “I have a dream”
· Not one single politician changed their mind about the bill so it was not successful in that right
· 4 black girls got fire bombed on their way to Sunday school in Birmingham just 2 weeks later
· Arguably, the march did not make changes come about any faster as the bill still took nearly another year to pass and it greatly increased racial tensions, especially in the south.
Freedom Summer, 1964
· Kennedy’s Civil Rights bill had been delayed by his assignation
· CORE, the SNCC and the NAACP wanted to increase the number of blacks registered to vote in Mississippi, as that was the place where the lowest percentage of blacks were registered (~7%)
· This was because to be allowed to register to vote they had to pass an extremely difficult literacy/maths test with questions such as “How many bubbles are there in a bar of soap?”
· 30 freedom schools were established which taught blacks about their history, the philosophy of the Civil Rights Movement, and also how to pass these tests.
· More than 3,000 students attended the schools over the summer and almost 70,000 by December 1964
· These schools and the volunteers who came from all over the USA to teach the students soon became a target for white racists
· On 21st June 3 of the volunteers James Chaney (black), Andrew Goodman (white) and Michael Schwerner (white) were arrested while investigating a church bombing.
· While they were released, as the officer who arrested them was a member of the KKK, he informed them of their arrests and the men were never seen again.
· The men were found 6 weeks later having been shot, and Chaney beaten.
· This created nationwide publicity once again, though many claimed this was just because of the two white murders
· About 17,000 black people attempted to register but only 1,600 succeeded.
· This meant approximately 9% of the Mississippi black residents were now registered to vote
· The Civil Rights Act 1964 was passed on the 2nd July and the Voting Rights Act in 1965.



Positives and Negatives around Black Power groups
	Positives
	Negatives

	Greater awareness of black culture and achievements
	[bookmark: _GoBack]The FBI monitored thousands of activists

	Fred Hampton, the founder of the Chicago chapter of the Black Panthers, persuaded Chicago’s biggest street gangs to stop fighting.
	Thousands of Black Power members into prison

	In the late 1960s and early 1970s the black panthers concentrated on socialist programs for example, free breakfasts for children, free medical clinics and helping the homeless
	They killed 9 police officers between 1967 and 1969.

	In a police raid on the headquarters, police claimed the panthers opened fire. In reality, they fired just 1 bullet compared to hundreds from the police. 
	The radical element of the Black Power movement alarmed moderate opinion and alienated many white Americans.



Did Black Power groups harm Civil Rights?
· They raised the black’s self esteem
· Assisted with community projects
· Sometimes fulfilled white stereotypes of criminals etc. (eg Huey Newton was charged with voluntary manslaughter)
· Didn’t always hold the moral high ground which made things difficult
· Overall they did help the community though.

Who was more important in improving civil rights, President Kennedy or President Johnson?
	President Kennedy
	President Johnson

	1961-1963 (assassinated)
	1963-1969

	Showed support for the civil rights movement early on
	Pushed the civil rights act through in July 1964

	Worked with his brother Robert to publicise the work of King
	Outlawed discrimination against blacks in employment, voting, education and public accommodation 

	Worked on persuading the northern whites to accept change
	Passed the voting rights act in August 1965

	Represented a change in American society (he was also much younger than previous presidents)
	Passed the Anti-Poverty Act in 1964, which provided funding for job centres, education programs and health care for the old and poor.





Civil Rights Act July 1964
· Outlawed discrimination against blacks in employment, voting, education and public accommodation (hotels etc.)
· The enforcement area was lacking because it had been adjusted so it would be passed through congress without too much objection
· The Act also called for integration of shops, cinemas and restaurants
Voting Rights Act August 1965
· Outlawed the use of literacy tests for voter registration
· Banned polling taxes (which many blacks would not be able to afford)
· By the end of 1966, only 4 out of the 13 southern states had less than 50% of the African Americans registered to vote
How far did civil rights progress under Nixon?
What did Nixon to do progress and not progress civil rights?
	Progress
	No progress

	In 1969, 70% of black children in the south attended segregated schools. He set up a special cabinet committee in education for tackling this issue and by December 1970, this was just 18%. By 1974 it had again been lowered to about 8%.
	Many localised riots flared up and they could not be stopped easily

	By 1975, 120 cities had black mayors
	Many blacks still lived in poverty

	The Fair housing act outlawed discrimination in renting and selling of property
	Black employment was still consistently much higher than overall nationally

	The number of blacks elected to public office went from 300 in 1965 to 1400 in 1970.
	Black incomes were only average only 61% of what white incomes were



