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Major extrusive activity: Types of volcanoes 

Fissure/lava plateaux:
· [image: Image result for the deccan plateau]Elongated crack in the crust allows basaltic lava to spill out over a large area 
· Eruptions are gentle and persistent. 
· Basaltic in nature so they can travel far distances 
· Found in areas around spreading ridges due to tension pulling them apart – Conservative margins 
· The Deccan Plateau in N.W India has 29 major lava flows with 700,000km3  of basalt 

Shield volcanoes:
· [image: Image result for maui loa hawaii]Made of basaltic rock and form cones from layers of less vicious lava 
· Eruptions are gentle and predictable 
· Gentle sides that cover a large area 
· Mostly found in Hot Spots or O vs. O  
· Mauna Loa, Hawaii stands 4,170km up and 10,000km wide from the ocean floor 

[image: Image result for mt fuji]Composite volcanoes:
· Andesitic lava, mostly due to it being found at destructive plate margins ∴ eruptions are explosive and unpredictable 
· Most common type found on land 
· Pyramid like in shape 
· Made up of layers of ash from initial explosions and andesitic lava from the main eruption 
· Found in destructive margins where eruptions are unpredictable 
· Mount Edna, Sicily or Mt Fuji in Japan 	

[image: Image result for puy de dome]Acid/dome volcanoes: 
· Releases Rhyolitic lava at continental crusts ∴ the eruptions are explosive and unpredictable 
· Steep sided convex sizes 
· Formed from very viscous lava such as rhyolite 
· As the lava can’t travel far, it forms steep sides 
· Lava may form a spike at the top which might erupt at any given moment 
· Puy De Dome in France 

Calderas: 
· [image: Image result for crater lake ]Andesitic lava, usually found at destructive plate margins ∴ the eruptions tend to be very explosive and unpredictable
· Gases have built up underneath a blocked volcanic vent 
· The pressure builds up and eventually leads to a catastrophic eruption
· Usually so great that it destroys the volcano summit 
· Leaves an enormous crater which later eruptions might form smaller cones. 
· They can fill up with water or the sea can inundate the broken remains 
· Crater Lake in the US 
· Santorini, Greece 
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