The Map Women by Carol Ann Duffy is a metaphysical poem, in which the woman's body is the territory to be discovered. The woman's body is the guide to the woman's past. Whereas, in Eat Me by Patience Agbabi the key themes are temptation, gender and power. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Both poems convey ideas of society’s expectations for women. For instance, in Eat Me, the narrator is expected to strive to be a certain body shape. As a case in point, ‘too fat to be called chubby, cuddly, big built.’  Agbabi uses the adjective ‘too fat’ to emphasise that women are told by society that they should be a certain size in order for others to value them. 

Similarly, in The Map Women, the narrator is expected to cover up physically and emotionally. The woman conforms to traditional notions of female modesty. For example, 'when she went out, she covered it up.’ The list of female clothing, 'mitts or a muff, with leggings, trousers or jeans', furthers that society demands that women dress appropriately in order for others to respect them. Consequently, both women struggle with their bodies and feel insecure in their own bodies. 

The theme of power is explored in both of the poems. In Eat Me; the source of her power is her weight. Her biggest weakness is also her biggest strength. As an illustration, ‘I rolled and he drowned in my flesh.’ This shows that the narrator has finally stopped being submissive to her partner and is now taking control. She uses her weight by rolling over and potentially killing him. The word ‘drowned’ is a homograph as it could imply that the narrators emotions have been drowning in the relationship, finally her emotions have drowned and so has her partner. Metaphorically, there may not be another man in the poem; the narrator could be having an internal battle over her weight. 

On the other hand, in the Map Woman, her past stops her from being powerful. The poem retains an extended metaphor. For instance, 'a woman's skin was a map of the town, where she'd grown from a child.’ This illustrates that the woman's experiences are literally inscribed upon her body. Many people would love the idea of being rooted and attached to where you’re from, but in this poem, it sounds more like a burden than a benefit. The references to 'birthmark, tattoo' denotes an element of permanence thus the woman can’t erase her past and, specifically, can’t erase the map lines of the place she’s from. It is an example of her past haunting her and clinging onto her skin in the form of a ‘tattoo.’ However, the element of permanence is juxtaposed with a string of verbs with connotations of growth and change. For example, 'grew', 'binged', 'slimmed' and 'begin'. 

The poems also explore the experiences of women with men. In Eat Me, the narrator is submissive towards her partner. As an example, ‘did what I was told.’ This shows that she is ready to conform to the authority of the man in the relationship. However, this changes towards the end of the poem. For instance, the last line is, ‘There was nothing else left in the house to eat.’ This sentence is ambiguous and shows a shift in power. The poem illustrates that the more powerful gender is males however it doesn’t mean that a women cannot take over. 

In the Map Women, gender roles are evoked. For example, ‘the Mayors and Councilors’ and 'beloved mothers and wives.’ This shows that the males are more educated therefore can go onto better jobs and professions whereas the women are expected to be housewives. Also, 'grey-haired teachers of English and History' personify the subject’s central to this poem, along with the 'soldier boys.’ These quotes are symbols of conflict and their masculinity. 
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