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What was the aim/purpose of your practical investigation? (2)
To summarise two news articles examining eye witness testimony to determine whether or not it is reliable.

Describe how you went about gathering and/or analysing the data for your practical investigation (3)
To gather my data for this summary I used the search engine Google for appropriate articles as secondary sources of data and selected the most suitable two from a range of articles. I read each article several times in order to identify emergent themes, and recorded specific sentences from each into a table, determining whether the sentence suggested eye witness testimony was reliable or not. Before summarising the content, I read the articles through several times so that I could gain a basic understanding of each passage. Then I highlighted certain key words that stood out from the overall passage and chose only the most significant points of the articles to produce two short paragraphs summarising the overall conclusion of each article about eye witness testimony.

Outline the findings (results and/or conclusions) you have drawn from your practical investigation. You may wish to use research, theories and/or concepts from criminological psychology to outline your findings (3)
Overall eye witness testimony is presented as unreliable in the context of news articles. For example, in "The problem with eyewitnesses" by the BBC, similar conclusions to that of Pickel were revealed, as it stated that an eyewitness wrongly accused a man of a crime because he appeared to be holding a weapon. This suggests that (as Pickel discovered) weapon focus is an issue in the reliability of eyewitness testimony, as witnesses are likely to forget more important details about the individual, and instead place more significance in the weapon. However, the second article suggested that eyewitness testimony is useful and should be seen as reliable in cases of sexual abuse were often testimony is the only evidence available in retrospective cases. This can be seen in Yuille and Cutshall's study of eyewitness testimony, who found reliability in a cases even when witnesses were interviewed 5 months after the incident.
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What was the aim/purpose of your practical investigation? (2)
To conduct a conduct a content analysis of several newspaper articles to determine the positive and negative effects of daycare, to see if it is harmful or beneficial for children. 

Describe how you went about gathering and/or analysing the data for your practical investigation (3)
Before I decided which articles to use, I used the search engine Google to research daycare itself to see the top news stories at the present moment. I clicked on the top articles from the news tab and proceeded to read them through. After reading through several articles I picked 3 at random and read them through again. Now, on the third time of reading through the articles I decided to highlight the keywords and phrases that stood out to me. Then I categorised them into headings such as negative effects, positive effects and types of care. After they were categorised I tallied the number of times they appeared, also did this with the top 20 comments (thought they would be representative of people's opinion), put them into a table with the theme & examples of words/phrases used.

Outline the findings (results and/or conclusions) you have drawn from your practical investigation. You may wish to use research, theories and/or concepts from criminological psychology to outline your findings (3)

I found that overall, newspaper articles (the media) present daycare as being beneficial for children. For example, the article "unemployed mothers need free child care" demonstrated similar conclusions to that of Sylva et al., as it stated that children who need and benefit from daycare the most are disadvantaged and from poor socio-economic backgrounds. However, some of the negative conclusions I found were that the best way to aid the development of children is not to "take them away from their parents" - as shown in Belsky and Rovine's study as children in higher hours of day care were more likely insecurely attached. Also, this links with Bowlby’s maternal deprivation hypothesis as Bowlby proposed that a child requires continuous presence of a primary carer throughout a sensitive period lasting the first 18 months to 2 years, otherwise they will face developmental retardation and affectionless psychopathy. Other negative effects were focused on more in the comments than in the article. People think daycare has a detrimental effect on children later in life, which is supported by the NICHD study, who found that children in daycare are more likely to be aggressive and have behavioural problems. In terms of the care element, maternal care was mentioned 9 times in the comments compared to paternal care only being mentioned once - as in the eyes of the public children should be cared for by their mothers. This links with Bowlby who believed that the child had a monotropic relationship with the mother and that this shouldn't be broken.  

In conclusion, the general public think daycare has more negative effects than positive with psychological research from several studies supporting these ideas.
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Who were the target audience for your leaflet? (1)
Families of those suffering from depression.

Outline the intended outcome of your leaflet. (2)
The leaflet was designed to inform the family of those those suffering from depression which treatments were available for depression. For example it explained CBT might be offered and how the family can support someone undertaking this therapy. The leaflet also gave their advantages, disadvantages and success rates so a patient could decide which treatment may suit them best.

Explain one reason why you used the material you did for the content of your leaflet. (2)
The material in the leaflet was designed to give a simple list of the different treatments and therapies available and explained how a patient is likely to progress over the period of therapy so the client/family would be prepared for this and can prepare the necessary steps forward.

Explain how you gathered your secondary data.(4)
I searched the internet for evidence about what types of treatments are used for depression and how successful they are, so that the families can choose what is best. ‘NHS Choices’ provided us with a list of the different ways of treating depression available on the NHS, which was good material to include as it is easier to access than other forms of holistic or experimental therapies/medication. We were able to list these and group them according to types, so the families could see the specific area they required in a clear layout. I also included websites of private clinics and found out what therapies they use, incase the family wanted to take an alternative private route. To inform the family further I collected data on the most successful antidepressants from the Mind website, incase they wanted to try medication instead of therapy.

