Streetcar Named Desire Notes
Scene 2
 
Bathing as a form of purification
· One instance, Blanche is “soaking in a hot tub to quiet her nerves.” 
· This could be seen as Blanche once again escaping reality; her cleansing is a form of escapism from the harshness of reality, another motif present within this scene. 
· This once again shows how Blanche is unable to deal with life and is related to her drinking as both are a form of escape from, for her, the grim reality of everyday life. 
· In this sense, Blanche can be seen as a weak character who is dependent upon others in order to function.
· Additionally, Blanche views bathing as a renewal of herself, as if to literally wash off the shock of Stella’s husband and house. 
· She seems to regard this ritual is a necessity, as she has been rejuvenated and “feeling like a brand-new human being!” 
· Furthermore, the idea of scenting oneself could be interpreted as trying to hide a person’s true nature; Blanche scents herself to distract herself and possibly others from reality: she “playfully” sprays Stanley, possibly as an attempt to distract him from the legal documents.
Masculine males vs. delicate & dependent females
· Stanley is seen as the stereotypical male 
· Is the dominant character and employs imperatives when speaking to both Stella and Blanche. 
· Stanley is seen as primitive, through the stage directions used to show his ransacking of Blanche’s belongings.
· Stanley seems to treat even his wife with disdain. His response, “Well, isn’t that just dandy!” seems filled with sarcasm and he is unappreciative of Stella. 
Declining upper class vs. working class
· Immigrant surname of Kowalski in contrast to the French name Dubois which has connotations of power, wealth and aristocracy. 
· However, the declining upper class emphasized by the loss of Belle Reve. 
· Furthermore, the idea that Stella adopted Stanley’s last name emphasizes how the power of the upper class (signified by the last name Dubois) has begun to deteriorate, as Blanche is the remaining member of the Dubois family. 
 
Scene 3:
Light/the avoidance of light
· Blanche purposely stands in the streak of yellow light when undressing. 
· Could be because only the outline of her body is shown, as opposed to the actual view of her body 
·  Reinforces the view of her character as being insecure about her appearance but wanting to attract male attention.
· “I can’t stand a naked light bulb” – Blanche may feel that the naked light is unflattering and may show any flaws that she might not want Mitch to see. 
· The bright naked light could also symbolise a harsh, rough society, one that is ‘beneath’ her and that she looks down on.
Male vs. female conflict
·  [Stanley gives a loud whack of his hand on her thigh] 
· Stanley playing the stereotypical role of the husband who feels like he owns his wife and therefore can treat her in any way he wants, hence the numerous imperatives directed towards her - “why don’t you women go up and sit with Eunice,” in addition to sexually possessive action of striking her thigh. 
· The sense of male dominance is reinforced by Stella’s ineffective response, as she says “sharply: that’s not fun, Stanley,” and the laughter of the other men at the table which only serves to further show passive role of women in the play.
· Male dominance is evident here even among the men as Stanley orders the others by either “yelling” at them. 
· There is definite sense of hierarchy among the men and that Stanley is clearly at the top.
· “Thank you sir! I appreciate your gallantry!” - Blanche very dependent on Mitch for compliments. 
· could also be seen as Blanche attempting to assert some form of control over Mitch by seducing him, as he seems to be very enamoured with her. 
· Word ‘gallantry’ has connotations of being brave and strong; all the qualities a ‘real man’ should have, and Blanche uses this word to describe Mitch. Again this suggests that she is looking for a man whom she can depend on.
Scene 4
Male dominance and the role of women in a patriarchal society
· Stella claims “Stanley doesn’t give a regular allowance” 
·  Suggests that she too is financially reliant on a man. 
· Women are unable to act on their own without the protection of men – hence Blanche can only ‘escape’ from Stanley with Shep’s help. 
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The Destructive Influence of Desire
· Morning after poker incident, Blanche cannot believe that Stella slept with Stanley, “What you talking about is brutal desire”. 
· However, Stella is content with her husband and admits that she is thrilled by Stanley's sexual desires- is clearly what heightens Stella’s desire for him.
· Williams uses this theme to foreshadow the eventual destruction of Blanche which happens as a result of at least three kinds of desire: 
· Her previous sexual promiscuity which forced her to leave Laurel
· Her desire for a life of beautiful illusions which makes her unable to adapt to ugly truth of the changing world 
· The immediate desire that Stanley has for her in the rape scene.
Scene 5:
Conflict
· Is suggested that Eunice is having trouble with Steve
·  ‘Eunice’s voice shouts in terrible wrath’ 
· Indicates her rage and anger towards her husband Steve, claiming him to have been unfaithful to her.
· Blanche in conflict with Stanley as he questions her about her acquaintance with Shaw. 
· This is important as it reveals that Stanley is the first person to actually see through Blanche’s façade. 
· ‘Her face expresses a faint shock.’ 
· Reveals the unsettling effect that this has had on her.
Fantasy’s Inability to Overcome Reality
· ‘Darling Shep. I am spending the summer on the wing, making flying visits here and there. And who know, perhaps I shall take a sudden notion to swoop down on Dallas!’ 
· When Blanche is writing her letter to Shep, finds herself telling lies about what she has been up to the past few months.
·  ‘…Most of my sister’s friends go north in the summer but some have homes on the Gulf and there has been a continued round of entertainments, teas, cocktails, and luncheons –‘
·  Audience will oscillate between finding Blanche’s lies pathetic and feeling sympathy for her.
· Stanley attempts to unsettle Blanche’s by asking about Shaw- he knows about her shady past and will soon be challenged by the ugly truths that Stanley has learnt from his contacts.
· In response- tells Stanley that he has been told lies and that she would never be seen in a hotel like ‘The Flamingo’
·  However, her nervous appearance implies that she is lying. 
· Stanley knows the truth and so does Blanche. 
· Stanley seems to the first character of the play to see through Blanche as he slowly acquires information about Blanche’s past from Shaw.
·       
Scene 6
Loneliness and longing for love
· Both Blanche and Mitch portrayed as being lonely and longing for love.
· This is evident when Mitch states, ‘You need somebody. And I need somebody, too. Could it be – you and me, Blanche?’ 
· However, could be argued that this phrase fails to indicate the presence of love 
·  Simply depicts loneliness and a relationship of necessity due to the fact that although Mitch seems to be in love with the idea of Blanche, Blanche simply wants the security of a man. 
· For her would be a marriage of convenience rather than one based on intense passion and physical desire for each other.
Death
· Death seen to connect both Mitch and Blanche as both have endured the death of a loved one. 
· The impending death of Mitch’s mother is discussed within this scene 
· ‘She wants me to be settled down before she –‘. 
· Mitch’s relationship with his mother evokes pathos from the audience 
· Elevates him above the other men and portrays him as sensitive and caring - further vilifying Blanche in her attempts to manipulate him.
· Death is seen as a being a method of escapism regarding the suicide of Blanche’s husband.
· Through his death, was able to escape Blanche’s judgement and criticism 
· ‘I know! I know! You disgust me…’ 

Scene 7
Setting:
· Scene set indoors 
· Creates intimacy - could be used to magnify the effect of Stanley’s revelations on the audience 
· Or could serve to intensify the intimacy of the secrets. 
· The fact that Blanche is able to be present yet removed from the scene also reflects her insanity, how she is at once able to be present in the ‘real world’ yet still unable to recognise reality.
· Blanche uses the bathroom as sanctuary
·  She enters for a ‘spiritual cleansing’ exiting refreshed. 
· The removal of the bathroom from the bedroom also serves to emphasise Blanche’s loneliness, Stella and Stanley are together whilst Blanche remains isolated voluntarily in her privacy which she is always reluctant to give up, especially to Stanley.
Imagery:
· The images in the songs Blanche is singing 
· “Say, it’s only a paper moon, sailing over a cardboard sea- But it wouldn’t be make believe if you believed in me.” 
· Makes us think of forced romance, how they are only built up illusions which Blanche seems to realise as well but she is torn between the illusion and the real world. 
· She can’t give up her illusions but she cannot ignore the real world; which is the tragedy of her character. 
· The image in the song’s lyrics reveals how fragile Blanche’s dreams are in that they only need one person who doesn’t believe in them for them to be destroyed.

· The image of the birthday cake with 25 candles
·  The image of her age remaining fixed is juxtaposed with the changing society, especially the change in Blanche’s life and social class. 
· The fact it remains in stasis is also a reminder of Blanche- seems trapped by the memory of her dead husband 
· Stella- complicit in this desire
· Suggests that she still retains some taste for a world more beautiful than it is but when we see Stanley challenge the image of the cake we realise that this cannot last forever.
Scene 8
Conflict – Blanche vs Stanley
· Blanche’s desire to hear a funny anecdote  
· Stanley says that he “don’t know any refined enough for [her] taste” 
· Is simply refusing to comply in order to try and upset Blanche. 
· There is a sense that he is mocking Blanche’s ‘upper-class’ background and this reflects the conflict between the two classes which they represent. 
Insanity:
· [Blanche throws back her head and laughs.] 
· After her funny story about the Pastor and the Parrot. 
· Blanche is the only one who is laughing, and while this joke essentially represents her desperation to maintain the illusion that everything is alright and Mitch might be arriving any second, the way she laughs by throwing her head back, carries with it an air of insanity.

· [Blanche comes out twisting a wash-cloth. She begins to whisper the words as the light fades slowly.] “El pan de mais, El pan de mais, El pan de mais sin sal.” 
· This is the most obvious section where Blanche’s actions suggest insanity.

 Scene 9

Insanity:
· Although lucid in the conversation with Mitch Blanche’s accelerating descent into insanity is implied by her distraction
· She mumbles ‘[as if to herself]: Crumble and fade…’ 
· Blanche here portrayed as barely sane because her stories and recollections are constantly switching as various interruptions, such as the Mexican women, trigger different recollection which interrupt the flow of Blanche’s thoughts.
Drunkenness:
· A common theme throughout the play we see different view of Mitch when under the influence of alcohol. 
· Mitch always been depicted as different from rest of the men, gentlemanly.
· However, at the end of scene 9, he treats Blanche like the other men, expecting her to sleep with him. 
· “What I have been missing all summer…” 
· The impression, however, is not that Mitch is actually as barbarous as Stanley after all but perhaps, once again, desire and passion are destructive.
The Varsouviana Polka Music:
· It is a representative of her past that she wishes to escape from but finds herself trapped.
·  At numerous times during this scene the music plays when her past is brought up. 
· The fast pace of the music also suggests her impending madness.

Scene 10

Colour:
· Williams often uses the motif of colour in this scene to indicate and highlight certain aspects of Stanley and Stella. 
· Clothes of Blanche and Stanley are described by their colours. 
· Blanche  described as being in “scuffed silver slippers” which shows how the “white” clothes she had initially been described in at the start of the play had deteriorated into silver
·  Reflects the audience’s understanding that she is no longer as pure as they initially thought.
· Stanley is portrayed wearing a “vivid green silk bowling shirt” and later on ‘brilliant silk pajamas’, 
· Both reflect the vibrancy and boldness of his character. 
Insanity:
· Blanche’s insanity is initially established at a mild level 
·  She talks about Shep’s wire with such detail that it suggests that she is starting to believe that it is true. 
· Her call to the Western Union crying out that she is in ‘desperate, desperate circumstances!’
· Reinforces her descent into insanity as she exaggerates her situation which in the end backfires as her fear is detected by Stanley who is amused by it. 
· This insanity reflects how much Stanley has affected her and it symbolises not only his victory over her, but also the victory of his society’s values over those of the aristocratic society.
Scene 11

Illusions Overriding Reality:
· Because of her insanity, her illusions and fantasies have overridden reality. 
· The rape is the ultimate act which destroyed her dreams, driving her even more insane.
· However, seems this insanity has pushed her even further into her fantasies. 
· Prior to the rape, Blanche only attempted to make her fantasies a reality- acknowledged the truth and grittiness of reality. 
· But now, is living in such fantasies, truly believing that Shep Huntleigh will come to her rescue.
·  Could be interpreted that Blanche resigns to the realness of life only when she realises that Shep is not coming for her 
· But she still remains in some sort of fantasy, depending “on the kindness of strangers” as she allows doctor to take her away. 
