Session 11 - Hitler’s Appointment as Chancellor in 1933
1. IMPACT OF THE WALL ST CRASH ON GERMANY
· German companies were unable to pay their debts to the USA
· Businesses closed - Number of unemployed rose to 6 million
· Became homeless - couldn’t afford rent or mortgage
· People turned to extremist parties - let down by the weimar government
2. WEAKNESS OF THE WEIMAR GOVERNMENT
· Struggled to deal with the depression
· Hindenburg tried to create governments to solve the economic problem - just created a series of weak governments with no real support from German people
· Bruning (Chancellor 1930-1932) raised taxes, cut salaries of government employees and benefits - unpopular
· Germans believed the constitution was failing them - needed a strong, decisive government
3. INCREASING SUPPORT FOR THE NAZIS
· Nazis appealed to workers and businessmen - they had lost money in investments
· The SA (Hitler’s private army) caused trouble and violence run by political opponents - blamed the Communists for the disruption
· Spread of propaganda - Joseph Goebbels
· Speeches focused on the popular message - Criticising the Treaty of Versailles, Jews and Communists
4. CHANCELLORSHIP OFFERED TO HITLER
· Hindenburg couldn’t work with a chancellor (Von Papen) who didn’t have a support in the Reichstag
· Von Papen couldn't pass any measures he wanted
· They both decided to make Hitler chancellor - believed they could control him once he was in power
· Von Papen became Vice-Chancellor
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