Foreign Policy
· French Isolation: necessary in order to maintain peace
· Peace with Austria and Russia: Needed to prevent them from allying with France and then having to fight a war on two fronts
· Balkan Crisis: Caused conflict between Austria and Russia. Russia wanted to support Christian Slavs and gain control of the Straits. Austria wanted to support Ottoman Empire to prevent Russian expansionism and to prevent the spread of nationalism.
· Drekaiserbund: agreement in 1872 between powers to join together against republicanism and socialism and to consult on matters that threatened the peace.
· 1875 War Scare: with the end of German military occupation in 1873 in France Bismarck provoked diplomatic crisis but failed to gain support from Russia or Britain and thus was forced to back down.
· situation in 1876: after failing to come to an agreement the tsar asked assurance of German neutrality in the event of Austro-Russian war but Bismarck was evasive.
· Russo Turkish War 1877-8: There was no Austrian Russian rivalry because in the case of war with Turkey , Russia promised land to Austria in return for their neutrality.
· Treaty of San Stefano 1878: After victory Russia imposed a treaty both Austria and Britain were opposed to. As a result Austria mobilised and Britain dispatched a fleet to Turkish waters. *Bismarck had to be the ‘honest broker’ at an international conference to settle the dispute which meant he was going to disappoint one side
· Congress of Berlin: Allowed Bismarck to maintain peace but also disappointed Russia and thus Russo-German relations quickly deteriorated. The Drekaiserbund had died by 1879.
· Dual Alliance: formed between Germany and Austria to resist Russian aggression and remain neutral in case of either being at war with Russia. Lasted until 1918. More of a response to the situation than having been planned since 1866 as Bismarck had claimed. 
· Three Emperors Alliance: signed in 1881 restoring the conservative alliance in aim of resolving Austro-Russian disputes in the Balkans and to prevent Russian French relations.
· Triple Alliance: secured with Austria and Italy in 1882 and was beneficial as it deprived France of another potential ally.
· Bismarck and Colonies: wanted Germany to acquire colonies despite the risk of alienating Britain in order to secure domestic support. Between 1884-5 Germany acquired South West Africa, Togoland, the Cameroons, German East Africa  and some Pacific Islands a total of a million square miles of land. This stopped however by 1887 to avoid further alienating Britain as relations with France and Russia deteriorated.
· Bulgarian Crisis:  refers to a series of events in the Balkans which shattered the Three Emperors Alliance which was due for renewal in 1887. Bismarck remained neutral. Franco-German relations quickly deteriorated. Bismarck took diplomatic precautions to safeguard Germany as a response thus renewed Triple Alliance in 1887. 
· Reinsurance Treaty: Alliance with Russia to assure they would remain neutral if either were at war with a third power (excluding if Russia or Austria started an attack). This did not necessarily improve their relations.


Reasons for Bismarck’s fall
· Bismarck’s position seemed in jeopardy in 1880’s as when Frederick would come to the throne he was likely to dismiss Bismarck and appoint a liberal chancellor but he didn’t come to the throne as he died and instead Wilhelm became Emperor
· position seemed secure because of Wilhelm however Wilhelm belied in divine rule – wouldn’t cope with Bismarck the same way William did
· disagreed on social policy – Bismarck repression, Wilhelm extension of welfare system
· disagreed on the maintenance of Reinsurance Treaty
· Anti-Socialist Law – showed political power crumbling as Reichstag rejected his bill and Wilhelm wanted watered down version
· lost conservative and National Liberal allies in the Reichstag in elections
· relations with Wilhelm deteriorated when he tried to curtail Reichstag’s power
· Bismark had revived on old order issued in 1852 which meant that all ministers had to obtain permission from him as Chancellor before they could discuss any gov. business with the emperor
· Wilhelm sent Bismarck an ultimatum to resign or be dismissed.

Changes made following Bismarck’s fall:

Changes in the political system
· Chancellors: did not dominate the political scene as Bismarck had. Only carried out the will of Wilhelm.
· Bundesrat: Conservative body which declined in influence after 1890. An increasing number of bills passed in the Reichstag instead.
· Reichstag: could discuss, amend, pass or reject gov. legislation but didn’t have power to initiate new laws. The Kaisers authority in many areas was impervious to popular control.
· States: 25 federal states retained control over many domestic matters but lost power to imperial authority. Powers remained static as the functions of the Reich expanded. There was a strong sense of German identity and the great issues of the day were German not state issues.
· Prussia: As the Reich’s largest state continued to dominate.
· Army: Unlike under Bismarck who maintained military under political control, successors found it hard to continue this. War became a matter under control of the General staff and was no longer left to politicians. Army remained a right-wing force and was regarded by civilians as its own separate institution. Its special status was a stumbling block to modernisation of the political system.

Structuralist View:
· Bismarck left a power vacuum which was then filled by Prussia traditional elites – Junkers, army officers, leading civil servants and diplomats who then exerted a dominating influence over German affairs
· these elites were determined to maintain their power against the perceived threat of mass democracy
· the elites set about imposing anti-democratic and anti-modern values on German society
· the perusal of Weltpolik was ‘social imperialism’ an attempt to strengthen the position of the elites by diverting the masses away from social and political reform and towards a populist acceptance of the Kaiser and the Reich

Anti-Structuralist view:
· criticises Structuralist view for having a too broad generalisation
· it exaggerates the unity of purpose within the elites
· Junker influence was in decline even in the army
· Weltpolitik had little to do with social imperialism
· German bourgeoisie did not necessarily take their ideas of opposition to full democracy and fear of revolution from the elite

Economic and Social Trends:
· By 1914 Germany had become Europe’s industrial superpower, partly as a result of increases in production in ‘old’ industries; coal, iron, heavy engineering and textiles but also as a result of the expansion of newer industries ; steel, electrical, engineering, chemicals and motor construction
· the standard of living for most Germans was rising
· between 1885 and 1913 real wages rose by over 30% at a time where unemployment rarely exceeded 3% and the length of the average working week was falling
· life was still difficult for agricultural workers

Intellectual Trends
· most nationalists were now conservative bent on maintaining the status quo in militarised Germany
· wanted to create an ethnically and linguistically homogenous nation-state
· very anti-Semitic but politically insignificant by mid nineteenth century
· Race struggle: social Darwinists claimed that races and nations needed to be fit to survive and rule. Germans had been selected to dominate the earth and thus needed more land won from inferior races
· growth in anti-Semitism: militant German nationalists hostile to Jews which was encourage by economic factors. peasants and skilled workers blamed Jewish financers for economic and social change. However respectable opinion in Germany remained opposed to anti-Semitism.

Main Domestic issues
1. Caprivi's New Course:
· made concessions to socialists and Poles
· 1879 Tariff Reform Act: negotiated commercial treaties to address wheat shortages that had led to rise in food prices
· introduced Army Bill that increased peacetime army strength by 84,000 men which wasn’t passed until Reichstag was dissolved and election brought in more conservatives and national liberals
2. Hohenlohe
· took strong action against potential revolutionaries
· by 1897 there was deadlock between government and Reichstag as they refused to accept each other’s legislation
· reorganisation of government in 1897 coincided with Weltpolitik
3. Bulow:
· Social Reform: hoped that by extending social welfare benefits working class might be reconciled with the state
· Tariffs: Reichstag restored tariffs to the pre-1892 level
· Financial problems: large budget deficit due to military maintenance
· Hottentot election: Bulow’s government criticized for its handling of the revolt in SW Africa in 1904-5. The election saw the ‘Bulow Bloc’ come about but was fragile
· Daily Telegraph Affair: weakened Bulow’s position as he had to secure a promise from the Kaiser that constitutional formalities would in future be properly respected
4. Bethmann-Hollweg:
· serious budgetary problems continued
· inheritance tax finally accepted – did not solve fiscal crisis as by 1914 the Reich debt reached 5 billion marks
· Prussian constitution: demands for reform as support in Prussian elections did not equally correlate with seats gained


Why did Germany go to war:
· Reinsurance treaty lapsed and pushed Russia towards an alliance with France
· Dual Alliance: between Russia and France in 1892 meant that Germany faced the prospect of a war on two fronts
· Anglo-German Relations: deteriorated as Weltpolitik was followed after 1897 which was a deliberate attempt to make Germany a world power on a par with Britain which made them feel threatened
· British alliances: with Japan and then France, though it only settled colonial differences it was perceived as anti-German.
· First Moroccan crisis: provoked by Germany as a challenge to France but caused it to be diplomatically isolated as major powers sided against including Italy (supposed ally)
· Triple Entente: Britain, France and Russia banded together for defensive purposes making Germany’s strategic position much weaker by 1907. Pushing Germany towards closer relations with Austria
· 1909 Bosnian crisis: Germany avoided involvement in a major war over Bosnia but supported Austria. this meant Russia had to back down resulting in a diplomatic victory but pushed Russia into closer relations with the entente.
· Anglo German naval rivalry: relations worsened as they countries became enmeshed in an expensive naval race. negotiations to stop this failed and race continued.
· second Moroccan crisis: tensions heightened as France wanted to establish full control of Morocco. Britain threatened war against Germany causing them to back down for excessive compensation and settle for a narrow strip of the French Congo.
· German rearmament: as naval expenditure was a massive drain on economy, Germany wanted a suspension of naval building but Britain refused.
· The Balkans 1912-13: small Balkan states attacked and defeated Turkey which serves as a severe blow to Austria. 
· events in 1914:
· rearmament occurred in all countries accompanied with propaganda campaigns justifying increased military spending
· German citizens favoured a war of expansion in eastern Europe
· with the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, Germany pledged full support for Austria
· Austrian reaction was not swift enough, initially most European governments war sympathetic but by the time of the severe ultimatum late July it was too late for a swift localised conflict
· Schiefflin plan meant Germany would mobilise as soon as Russia did
· Germany declared war on Russia when it refused to cancel mobilisation plans

Fischer: German policy from 1911-1914 was aimed at culminating war in 1914. They deliberately planned the war. It was an opportunity to fight and defeat Russia.
HOWEVER:
· there is little evidence to support this
· there was no major domestic crisis that elites would choose to distract from by engaging in war
Other powers contributed to the general deterioration in the international situation and committed major errors 

German Responsibility:
· Weltpolitik increased national tension 
· foreign policy after 1907 was characterised by bluster and brinkmanship
· policy of calculated risk resulted in deliberate escalation of events
· Schlieffen plan meant Russian mobilisation had to be parred.


War Economy
· Between 1870 and 1913 while Britain’s productive capacity double, that of Germany increased eight-fold. By 1914 Germany had become Europe’s industrial superpower. IN particular the expansion of the new industries: steel, electrical, engineering, chemicals and motor action.
· the British blockade force the German government to reorganize economic production, and even though Germany was somewhat economically strong it was far from self-sufficient lacking the Essential items such as fertilizers and oils, that would keep the German people adequately fed
· War Materials Department was developed  to direct labour, control railways, introduce rationing and price  controls and allocating resources to competing industries. in addition to this scientists tried to produce substitute materials for goods.
· in the short term the measures taken to regulate Germany’s war economy were reasonably successful
· [bookmark: _GoBack]however Germany had a huge financial deficit pre-1914 and once war started it soared
· Bethmann-Hollweg’s government fueled inflation by printing more money
· there was a serious decline in grain production as a result of poor harvests, problems of transportation, shortage of chemicals for fertilizers and mass conscription
· in January 1915 bread rationing was introduced and then all other food produce
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