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Mary came to the throne in 1553.
Catholicism
Protestantism

Intro/Overview
The restoration of Catholicism was the main goal of Mary when she ascended to the throne as she was a devout Catholic.
Started her reign claiming that she would not compel her subjects to follow her views until religious affairs were settled. However within a few months Protestant clergy lost their jobs and Cranmer and other bishops were arrested.
In 1554 heresy laws were restored, but only after guarantees were that former monastic lands would not be taken away and given back to the Church. At the end of the year, Cardinal Pole returned to England and the excommunication on the country was lifted as all anti-papal legislation since 1529 was removed.

Ascension
Mary's ascension was welcomed with enthusiasm, in contract to Lady Jane Grey's response, large numbers turned out for her coronation suggesting that her rule was welcome, however it is unsure whether this was because she represented everything that was catholic or because england had received their legitimate ruler. Mary’s initial welcome may have suggested that her aims would be easily achieved however she faced a number of obstacles which Mary herself may not have acknowledged. 
Mary’s advisors were cautious that she would proceed too quickly and provoke unrest and even threaten her position as queen.
Marriage
The Spanish Inquisition had persecuted Protestants horrified the English who feared a repeat in England.
People also did not want a return of Papal control.

Aims: - Mary, Mary quite contrary - all of Mary’s aims were the opposite of her brother and her Dad
· To undo every protestant movement that Henry and Edward had made.
· Wanted to restore Papal Authority as well as traditional Catholic practises and belief in transubstantiation.
· Re-establish dissolved religious houses such as Monasteries and Convents
· End clerical marriage and restore the status of the priest - by restoring rood screens
· Secure an heir
· Persecute those who disagree

Mary I’s Legislation
· October 1553 - Parliament meets, refuses to repeal the Act of Supremacy (the act which made the monarch the head of the Church): a more pragmatic decision to maintain land rather than as an expression of protest. 
· Parliament did pass the Act of Repeal. Undid all of the work of Edward’s protestant reformation. She was able to do this because the changes that Edward made were done so out of Henry’s will. Mass was revived, ritual worship, clerical celibacy and reaffirmed the belief in transubstantiation. The church was back to what it was at the end of Henry’s reign. 
· Mary used royal prerogative (emergency power)  to suspend the Second Act of Uniformity (which enforced Edward’s second, extremely protestant, prayer book). She overruled acts of parliament which she can only doing sparingly. It was one cause of Wyatt’s rebellion.
· However this was seen as a reaction to her marriage to Phillip, not a reaction to her religious changes.
· It was a confusing time as people were accustomed to protestantism : clergy would have started to have children which was not allowed in catholicism.
· This were potential causes of opposition
· Not quite clear how opposed people were to these religious changes
· During the early months of 1554 roughly 800 Protestants fled for Germany and Switzerland. People were resistance but on a nationwide scale is not significant. This happened to Catholics previously under protestant changes. Shows the fear of the changes, England was really changing.
· March 1554 - Royal Injunctions. 
· Ordered bishops to suppress heresy. 
· Removed many married clergy (known as deprivation), some were allowed to keep their jobs if they left their wives. In the diocese of Norwich 243 priests lost their posts, but 90 were reinstated.- although many clergy remained, they kept their wives as housekeepers implying they were trying to find a way around the policy
· 10 - 25 were deprived of their posts: replaced with catholics
· Bishop Gardner (one of Mary’s key advisors) deprived the Protestant bishops of Gloucester, Hereford, Lincoln and Rochester. He also, did the same with the Archbishop of York. Replaced with committed Catholics.
· April 1554 - Parliament rejected the reintroduction of the heresy laws.(the removal of heresy laws  by Somerset had caused slight unrest so Mary wanted to restore it). Parliament rarely blocks a Tudor so this was significant.
· Could be viewed as parliament objecting to Mary’s religious changes.
· Not likely to be the case as the law was passed when it was promised that no former monastic lands would be returned to Church ownership.
· Many MPs had benefitted financially from the dissolution and were not willing to give that up.
· Therefore we cannot judge that everyone was motivated for religious reasons
· November 1554 - Cardinal Pole returns to England. The sentence of excommunication (total removal from the Catholic church) was lifted.
· Parliament passes the Second Act of Repeal, which undid all anti-papal legislation since 1529 and Henry’s Reformation.
· But the lands that were purchased since 1536 were not returned to the Church. As full-scale return to Catholicism was not possible.

· 1555 - Bishop Bonner of London produced a new Book of Homilies (a book full of government approved sermons). In the book there was 12 extremely Catholics sermons which priests were instructed to use. It had little time to make an impact because of Mary’s death. Made an effort to make services across england consistent.
· November - Bishop Gardiner dies, he was seen as a restraining influence on Mary. The Following day Archbishop Cranmer, the architect of the reformation and Henry’s divorce from Catherine was deprived of the see of Canterbury. Cardinal Pole replaced him.
· 1556 - Synod/Convocation (Church Council led by Pole) issues the 12 decrees. It concerns:
· Clerical discipline
· Speaks out about absenteeism, pluralism (one priest being in charge of different places), simony (bribery of church positions)  and heresy.
· Seen as a genuine attempt to reform the Church in England.
· The first real attempt to reform and improve the church
The Impact of Burning Heretics
Driving ambition was to return the country to Catholicism undermine all previous Protestant measures.
The speed of her religious changes alarmed Protestant subjects. 

· Burning continued from February 1555. John Rogers, a biblical translator was the first to be burnt.
· Nearly 300 people were burnt at the stake for heresy. Most were in the south-east and London. Some argue that the burnings damaged Mary's popularity whilst other historians suggest that it did not help nor harm the catholic cause
· Those persecuted included Bishop Hooper, Latimer, Ridley, and later Cranmer. before he was burnt Cranmer was beginning to change his mind and signed a recantation of his faith. 
· Heresy laws were not consistently enforced, there are places where there were strict enforcement and then  no enforcement. It lacked consistent application.
· Can be seen as counter-productive
· Some people suggest that people who watched the burnings were impressed with their dedication and had more of an effect of converting them to protestantism than scaring them into conforming to catholicism, they withstood the hardest turmoil and were still dedicated to protestantism
· Some saw the burning of heretics as cruel acts of punishment and dampened their view of the government, painting the heretics as more of martyrs who sacrificed their lives for “true religion” something possibly worth gathering behind and revolting over.
· Victims were looked on sympathetically and admired
· Burning of victims plagued Mary's reign giving her the title bloody mary
· 1556: Burning of Cranmer was judged as a big mistake by Mary as Cranmer knowing of his fate withdrew all his previous recantations
· A large amount of people attending the burning does not mean it was popular, public could simply be bored
· Burnings only happened when they were supported by local authorities
· Further from london the burnings were less attended: government less influential
· Large numbers attended the burnings especially around London, places where government has high influence



	success
	failure

	· mary succeeded in returning the english church to rome in an organisational sense
· Used a combination of proactive and reactive tactics to restore catholicism
· Successfully utilised parliament
· Burnings had more of an impact of developing support for protestantism
· Church attendance greatly increased

	· However protestant beliefs still exhausted 
· Use of parliament meant she had to bow to pressure and recognise that monastic land could not be stored to the church
· Did not successfully maximise propaganda opportunities
· The restoration of catholicism did not last
· Many people were like willows didn't really care what the religious customs were




John Foxe
Produced famous protestant propaganda, in ‘Acts of Monuments’ depicted Mary as the devil incarnate.
