Edward and Stability

Henry VIII’s fear
In 1546 Henry as his health was declining, he expressed concern with the succession for Edward and so therefore confirmed the Third Succession Act. Henry also attempted to establish a Regency Council that was balanced between ‘Reformists’ under Seymour and the ‘Catholics’ under Norfolk and Gardiner however this did not happen due to the actions of Denny and Paget that undermined this attempt and rather left a reformist-dominated Council.

Problems left from Henry’s reign
The country was on the verge of bankruptcy and it was to be decided what course foreign policy would take - would wars be continued. there were problems of enclosure and vagrancy. There was also the large religious debate.

General Concerns
Old Testament verse ‘Woe unto thee, O Land, when thy King is a child ’. This was a concern advisors had to combat this and construct for him a more positive image firstly the identification of Edward with Solomon allowed advisors to argue that just as David, despite his good intentions, had been unable to rebuild the Temple, and had been forced to leave it to his son: Henry unable to complete the rebuilding of the spiritual temple of Christianity in England, had likewise left the task for Edward to complete. Secondly the image of young Josiah for Edward also stressed the king’s role in the establishment of true religion.

Limitations
The accession of so young a child was a potential cause of instability.
The young King could not exercise authority himself, and the executors of his father’s will Edward Seymour was made protector. A minor could not lead England into battle or be portrayed as powerful or militarily adept. This could be exploited by other countries. A balanced regency council was a well established solution to the accession of a minor and required in order to maintain a stable government. 

Past Minor Monarchs
There had been three previous examples of minors on the throne of England in the previous centuries and their rules show the problems that a minor on the throne can cause. The last example was Edward V who was imprisoned in the Tower and murdered by Richard III.
There was also a fear that England would return to a period of civil war as had been seen in the Civil War, this would especially have been made more likely by factional struggles.

Not that weak
There was every expectation that Edward would reach adulthood, marry and have an heir. Somersets assumption of power was natural and unsurprising as Edward could not have a maternal regent or paternal uncle. Somerset had a smooth transition to power as his uncle and he had built up the reputation of a successful soldier durings Henry's wars with Scotland in the 1540’s. Though his assumption of power was a potential cause of instability due to the legality of his assumption as it went against Henry's stated wishes.
Four Perspectives
	Edward was highly educated, intelligent and ruthless enough to apply to the business of government
	As the reign progressed and with the fall of Somerset, he was increasingly important and involved in what was done in his name

	Edward was on the verge of taking full power before his premature death 
	It was Edward just as much, if not more, than Northumberland who was the author of Mary Tudor’s exclusion in favoured of the ill-fated Lady Jane Grey.
Instability would have been limited to when he was a minor, when he came of age none of edwards courtiers and officials not even Northumberland could have hoped to continue in Edward's favour when he assumed power aged sixteen if their actions were not in tune with the King’s wishes.


Somerset’s Coup
Somerset’s Government
Somerset used his position to increase his personal wealth and power and his personal style of government caused resentment and the formation of an anti-somerset faction including Warwick, Paget and Wriothesley.

Events of 1549
Provided Somersets’ opposition an opportunity to act.  As the revolts were crushed there was a plot to overthrow  Somerset and published a proclamation against him charging him of poor government. In 1549 the country was besieged by rebellions and somerset failed to act decisively. By many he was seen as showing too much sympathy with the rebels. Earl of Warwick had to put down Kett's rebellion the most significant one. Religious reforms had alienated many who had previously supported him. Somerset took Edward to Windsor Castle and Edward did not respond well accusing Somerset of threatening to cause riots in the streets if he was removed from power.

Role of Northumberland
· Northumberland had put down Kett’s Rebellion.
· He brought his supporters into the council and removed opponents so he had a majority.
· Catholics tried to bring him down by saying that he was a friend of Somerset. He flipped it round declaring those against Somerset are against him.
· He removed the leading Catholics from the council.
· Puts his supporters in prominent positions around Edward.


Edward could have saved his uncle had he made it clear that Somerset was his choice of Regent. However the king signalled his distance from Seymour for all to see. He complained bitterly of his cold shabby surroundings describing himself as a prisoner. Thus condemning Somerset as Regent, never referring to him as Uncle and wrote of his death coldy and dismissively in the records.

