Poems – ‘Neutral Tones’ to ‘The Ruined Maid’
Neutral Tones – bad relationship represented via nature. It’s lost its life.

Oxymoronic smile language is used to catalyse the confusion and unimportance of the relationship.

Restraint and self-detachment evident here – Hardy does this to distance himself – no personal details. Poetry Link – ‘He Resolves to Say No More’, ‘I Look Into My Glass’. Gives a mature and self-protective side to his writing.

Etching meaning onto items gives a theme to relate to. Nature represents how love has lost its meaning – nature has lost its colour. Poetry Link – ‘At Castle Boterel’, ‘A Trampwoman’s Tragedy’, ‘Your Last Drive’. 

I Look Into My Glass – wants his heart to be old and wants to erase heartbreak.
Prosody – hymn structure contributes to irony. Iambic trimeters in Lines 1, 2 and 4. Iambic tetrameters in Line 3.

Imagery – eve and noontide resemble different parts of life.

Personification of Time – shifts the blame: stealing Time. Poetry Link – ‘In a Eweleaze near Weatherbury’. 

Restraint and self-detachment as in Neutral Tones.
Claire Tomalin – “indicates his success”. DISAGREE. Pessimistic.
Drummer Hodge – disgust of war but also country discrimination.
Refrain-like repeats emphasise the alienation of Hodge and the wrongness of war. Poetry Link – ‘He Resolves to Say No More’, ‘A Sunday Morning Tragedy’.

Use of foreign imagery – “kopje-crest” etc. This makes war more wrong.

Naming of Hodge – suggests dislike of hate towards ‘country bumpkins’. Nasty burial also suggests this.
Claire Tomalin – anti-war. DISAGREE. Also about discrimination.

At a Lunar Eclipse – humanity is self important and doesn’t make a big impact.

Diction to glorify the moon – ‘imperturbable’.

Alliteration emphasises humanity’s failures along with moon’s beauty.

Petrarchan sonnet form used to show from Hardy’s point of view that some of humanity is controlled. Detachment.

The Darkling Thrush – pessimism of new century but thrush sings. Not convinced.

Etching onto nature shows the negative outlook on the century.

‘Lyres’ simile to show the negative outlook – broken faith.

Thrush is representative of optimists and pragmatists. Hardy’s tone in stanza 3 seems in awe of it.

BUT

Tentative syntax and thrush description and stanza 4 tone indicates that Hardy is not convinced. Poetry Conflict – ‘1967’ which is positive.

The Ruined Maid – unappreciative rich and female naivety.
Refrain-like repeats emphasise the silliness of the maid’s opinion.

Song-like tone amplifies her silliness and builds the sardonic wit of the poem.
