	Topic
	Notes
	Mind-mapped
	RAG

	NATURAL LAW
	
	
	

	Understanding of Aquinas’ natural law inc. telos 
	
	
	

	The origins of the significant concept of telos in Aristotle and its religious development in the writing of Aquinas
	
	
	

	Understanding of Aquinas’ natural law inc. the four tiers of law
	
	
	

	Understanding the Eternal Law how they it is related to the other 3: the principles by which God made and controls the universe and which are only fully known to God
	
	
	

	Understanding the Divine Law how they it is related to the other 3: the law of God revealed in the Bible, particularly in the Ten Commandments and the Sermon on the Mount
	
	
	

	Understanding the Natural Law how they it is related to the other 3: the moral law of God within human nature that is discoverable through the use of reason
	
	
	

	Understanding the Human Law how they it is related to the other 3: the laws of nations
	
	
	

	Understanding what the precepts are and how they are related, in reference to the key precept (synderesis) (do good, avoid evil)
	
	
	

	Understanding what the precepts are and how they are related, in reference to the five primary precepts (preservation of life, ordering of society, worship of God, education of children, reproduction)
	
	
	

	Understanding what the precepts are and how they are related, in reference to the secondary precepts
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not natural law provides a helpful method of moral decision-making
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not a judgement about something being good, bad, right or wrong can be based on its success or failure in achieving its telos
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not the universe as a whole is designed with a telos, or human nature has an orientation towards the good
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not the doctrine of double effect can be used to justify an action, such as killing someone as an act of self-defence
	
	
	

	SITUATION ETHICS
	
	
	

	Understanding Fletcher’s situation ethics, including the notion of agape and its origins in the New Testament
	
	
	

	Understanding Fletcher’s situation ethics, including the notion of agape and its religious development in the writing of Fletcher
	
	
	

	Understanding Fletcher’s situation ethics, including the six propositions and what they are (1. Love is the only thing that is intrinsically good, 2. Love is the ruling norm in ethical decision-making and replaces all laws, 3. Love and justice are the same thing–justice is love that is distributed, 4. Love wills the neighbour’s good regardless of whether the neighbour is liked or not, 5. Love is the goal or end of the act and that justifies any means to achieve that goal, 6. Love decides on each situation as it arises without a set of laws to guide it)
	
	
	

	Understanding Fletcher’s situation ethics, including the six propositions and how they give rise to the theory of situation ethics and its approach to moral decision-making
	
	
	

	Understanding Fletcher’s situation ethics, including the four working principles & what they are
	
	
	

	Understanding Fletcher’s situation ethics, including the four working principles and how they are intended to be applied (pragmatism as based on experience rather than on theory, relativism: as based on making the absolute laws of Christian ethics relative, positivism: as beginning with belief in the reality and importance of love, personalism as the belief that persons, not laws or anything else, are at the centre of situation ethics)
	
	
	

	Understanding Fletcher’s situation ethics, including the notion of conscience and what it is
	
	
	

	Understanding Fletcher’s situation ethics, including the notion of conscience and what it is not according to Fletcher, i.e. a verb not a noun; a term that describes attempts to make decisions creatively  
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not situation ethics provides a helpful method of moral decision-making
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not an ethical judgement about something being good, bad, right or wrong can be based on the extent to which, in any given situation, agape is best served
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether Fletcher’s understanding of agape is really religious or whether it means nothing more than wanting the best for the person involved in a given situation
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not the rejection of absolute rules by situation ethics makes moral decision-making entirely individualistic and subjective
	
	
	

	KANTIAN ETHICS
	
	
	

	Understanding Kantian ethics, including duty and origins of the concept of duty (acting morally according to the good regardless of consequences) in deontological approaches to ethics
	
	
	

	Understanding Kantian ethics, including duty and origins of the concept of duty in absolutist approaches to ethics
	
	
	

	Understanding Kantian ethics, including the hypothetical imperative and what it is (a command to act to achieve a desired result) and why it is not the imperative of morality
	
	
	

	Understanding Kantian ethics, including the hypothetical imperative and why it is not the imperative of morality
	
	
	

	Understanding Kantian ethics, including the categorical imperative (a command to act that is good in itself regardless of consequences)
	
	
	

	Understanding Kantian ethics, including the categorical imperative and its three formulations, and why it is the imperative of morality based on the formula of the law of nature (whereby a maxim can be established as a universal law)
	
	
	

	Understanding Kantian ethics, the formula of the end in itself (whereby people are treated as ends in themselves and not means to an end)
	
	
	

	Understanding Kantian ethics, including the formula of the kingdom of ends (whereby a society of rationality is established in which people treat each other as ends and not means)
	
	
	

	Understanding Kantian ethics, including the three postulates and what they are (freedom, immortality and God)
	
	
	

	Understanding Kantian ethics, including the three postulates and why in obeying a moral command they are being accepted
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not Kantian ethics provides a helpful method of moral decision-making
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not an ethical judgement about something being good, bad, right or wrong can be based on the extent to which duty is best served
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not Kantian ethics is too abstract to be applicable to practical moral decision-making
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not Kantian ethics is so reliant on reason that it unduly rejects the importance of other factors, such as sympathy, empathy and love in moral decision-making
	
	
	

	UTILITARIANISM
	
	
	

	Understanding utilitarianism, including the concept of utility (seeking the greatest balance of good over evil, or pleasure over pain) in teleological and relativist approaches to ethics
	
	
	

	Understanding utilitarianism, including the hedonic calculus and what it is (calculating the benefit or harm of an act through its consequences)
	
	
	

	Understanding utilitarianism, including the hedonic calculus and its use as a measure of individual pleasure
	
	
	

	Understanding utilitarianism, including act utilitarianism and what it is (calculating the consequences of each situation on its own merits)
	
	
	

	Understanding utilitarianism, including act utilitarianism and its use in promoting the greatest amount of good over evil, or pleasure over pain
	
	
	

	Understanding utilitarianism, including rule utilitarianism and what it is (following accepted laws that lead to the greatest overall balance of good over evil, or pleasure over pain)
	
	
	

	Understanding utilitarianism, including rule utilitarianism and its use in promoting the common good
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not utilitarianism provides a helpful method of moral decision-making
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not an ethical judgement about something being good, bad, right or wrong can be based on the extent to which, in any given situation, utility is best served
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not it is possible to measure good or pleasure and then reach a moral decision
	
	
	

	EUTHANASIA
	
	
	

	Understanding sanctity of life & the religious origins of this concept (that human life is made in God’s image and is therefore sacred in value)
	
	
	

	Understanding quality of life & the secular origins of this significant concept (that human life has to possess certain attributes in order to have value)
	
	
	

	Understanding voluntary euthanasia and what it is (that a person’s life is ended at their request or with their consent)
	
	
	

	Understanding voluntary euthanasia and its use in the case of incurable or terminal illness
	
	
	

	Understanding non-voluntary euthanasia & what it is (that a person’s life is ended without their consent but with the consent of someone representing their interests)
	
	
	

	Understanding non-voluntary euthanasia and its use in the case of a patient who is in a persistent vegetative state
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss the application of natural law and situation ethics to euthanasia
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not the religious concept of sanctity of life has any meaning in twenty first century medical ethics
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not a person should or can have complete autonomy over their own life and decisions made about it
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not there is a moral difference between medical intervention to end a patient’s life and medical non-intervention to end a patient’s life
	
	
	

	BUSINESS ETHICS
	
	
	

	Understanding corporate social responsibility & what it is (that a business has responsibility towards the community and environment)
	
	
	

	Understanding corporate social responsibility and its application to stakeholders, such as employees, customers, the local community, the country as whole and governments
	
	
	

	Understanding whistleblowing and what it is (that an employee discloses wrongdoing to the employer or the public)
	
	
	

	Understanding whistleblowing and its application to the contract between employee and employer
	
	
	

	Understanding “good ethics is good business” and what it is (that good business decisions are good ethical decisions)
	
	
	

	Understanding “good ethics is good business” and its application to shareholders and profit-making
	
	
	

	Understanding globalisation what it is (that around the world economies, industries, markets, cultures and policy-making is integrated)
	
	
	

	Understanding globalisation and its impact on stakeholders
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss the application of Kantian ethics and utilitarianism to business ethics
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not the concept of corporate social responsibility is nothing more than ‘hypocritical window-dressing’ covering the greed of a business intent on making profits
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not human beings can flourish in the context of capitalism and consumerism
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether globalisation encourages or discourages the pursuit of good ethics as the foundation of good business
	
	
	

	META-ETHICAL THEORIES
	
	
	

	Understanding naturalism what it is (the belief that values can be defined in terms of some natural property in the world) 
	
	
	

	Understanding naturalism and its application to absolutism
	
	
	

	Understanding intuitionism and what it is (the belief that basic moral truths are indefinable but self-evident)
	
	
	

	Understanding intuitionism and its application to the term good
	
	
	

	Understanding emotivism what it is (the belief that ethical terms evince approval or disapproval)
	
	
	

	Understanding emotivism and its application to relativism
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not what is meant by the word ‘good’ is the defining question in the study of ethics
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not ethical terms such as good, bad, right and wrong: have an objective factual basis that makes them true or false in describing something
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not ethical terms such as good, bad, right and wrong: reflect only what is in the mind of the person using such terms
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not ethical terms such as good, bad, right and wrong: can be said to be meaningful or meaningless
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not, from a common-sense approach, people just know within themselves what is good, bad, right and wrong
	
	
	

	CONSCIENCE
	
	
	

	Understanding Aquinas’ theological approach and ratio (reason placed in every person as a result of being created in the image of God)
	
	
	

	Understanding Aquinas’ theological approach and synderesis (inner principle directing a person towards good and away from evil)
	
	
	

	Understanding Aquinas’ theological approach and conscientia (a person’s reason making moral judgements).
	
	
	

	Understanding Aquinas’ theological approach and vincible ignorance (lack of knowledge for which a person is responsible)
	
	
	

	Understanding Aquinas’ theological approach and invincible ignorance (lack of knowledge for which a person is not responsible)
	
	
	

	Understanding Freud’s psychological approach and psychosexual development (early childhood awareness of libido)
	
	
	

	Understanding Freud’s psychological approach and id (instinctive impulses that seek satisfaction in pleasure)
	
	
	

	Understanding Freud’s psychological approach and ego (mediates between the id and the demands of social interaction)
	
	
	

	Understanding Freud’s psychological approach and super-ego (contradicts the id and working on internalised ideals from parents and society tries to make the ego behave morally)
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss comparison between Aquinas and Freud: on the concept of guilt
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss comparison between Aquinas and Freud: on the presence or absence of God within the workings of the conscience and super-ego
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss comparison between Aquinas and Freud: on the process of moral decision-making
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether conscience is linked to, or separate from, reason and the unconscious mind
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether conscience exists at all or is instead an umbrella term covering various factors involved in moral decision-making, such as culture, environment, genetic predisposition and education
	
	
	

	SEXUAL ETHICS
	
	
	

	Understanding the consideration of the following areas of sexual ethics: premarital and extramarital sex
	
	
	

	Understanding the consideration of the following areas of sexual ethics: homosexuality
	
	
	

	Understanding the influence of developments in religious beliefs and practices on debates about the morality, legality and tolerability of these areas of sexual ethics
	
	
	

	Understanding traditional religious beliefs and practices (from any religious perspectives) on extra/premarital sex and homosexuality
	
	
	

	Understanding how these beliefs and practices have changed over time, including key teachings influencing these beliefs and practices on extra/premarital sex and homosexuality
	
	
	

	Understanding the ideas of religious figures and institutions on extra/premarital sex and homosexuality
	
	
	

	Understanding the impact of secularism on these areas of sexual ethics
	
	
	

	Understanding application of natural law to these areas of sexual ethics
	
	
	

	Understanding application of situation ethics to these areas of sexual ethics
	
	
	

	Understanding application of utilitarianism to these areas of sexual ethics
	
	
	

	Understanding application of Kantian ethics to these areas of sexual ethics
	
	
	

	Understanding how these theories might be used to make moral decisions in these areas of sexual ethics
	
	
	

	Understanding issues raised in the application of these theories
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether or not religious beliefs and practices concerning sex and relationships have a continuing role in the area of sexual ethics 
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether choices in the area of sexual behaviour should be entirely private and personal, or whether they should be subject to societal norms and legislation
	
	
	

	Ability to discuss whether normative theories are useful in what they might say about sexual ethics
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