Power is explored during this extract and is referenced by Shakespeare through both the characters of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth and how they lose and gain power in different parts of the play, especially in relation to their mental states at different parts of the play.

Firstly, power is explored in the extract and how Macbeth starts to lose it, for instance when Lady Macbeth tells his that he "Fears a painted devil". The verb "Painted" implies the concept that Macbeth is weak because his power is lost to something that is an illusion, he allows himself to become weakened by his own mind therefore this shows loss of power. In addition to this, he is also losing power as a man due to the fact that men where meant to be strong and be powerful minded in Shakespearean times, especially soldiers like Macbeth that fought in wars. The loss of power is explicitly referenced by Shakespeare again due to the use of the word "fears". This highlights that Macbeth is losing his power to the fear his own mind and also to the supernatural who have been providing him with this superficial idea that he has power- this may be true physically but mentally Macbeth has an inability to make decisions and fears something that isn't there showing what little power he actually has. Lastly, Shakespeare uses symbolism saying that Macbeths mind is being manipulated by a devil which could be a message to the audience that the supernatural shouldn't be messed with, as it was common in Victorian times for the citizens to take the supernatural extremely. Furthermore, because Lady Macbeth says this it shows that the power could possibly be shifting onto her as she expresses her dominance over Macbeth with her harsh tone and mention of the devils name which suggests a lot about her powerful, evil, strong female character, as the Devil was seen with these qualities also. I further believe Lady Macbeth presents the devils/witches power when she speaks like this.

Leading on from this , loss of power psychologically is presented previously in the play when Macbeth kills Duncan (which is treason in Jacobean times and seen as an ultimate sin). When Shakespeare writes "Is this a dagger i see before me?" this demonstrates the power being taken mercilessly by illusion again from Macbeth. Its possible Shakespeare wrote this as a question because it perceives Macbeth in a childlike way because its as if he expects somebody else to tell him the answer, he is visibly shocked by the dagger and openly admits he has no power over whats happening; his shocked reaction tells us this. In my views, Macbeth has always been given too much power which has resulted in betrayal and sin, however now his power is challenging him and is being taken due to his misuse therefore he is left mislead and clueless. Shakespeare could of expressed this because he wants us to use our power wisely, otherwise we will end up like Macbeth who cant take his power (thats given by his status )therefore it consumes him negativity and manifests into fear and his mind us unable to process what he has done.

Further on into the extract Shakespeare presents the loss of power once more and also presents other themes such as guilt and the want to be given more power and strength. To show this, Macbeth says "Will all Neptune oceans wash this blood clean from my hands?". Macbeth uses a pleading tone here and is in such desperation to ask for somebody elses power; a god in fact, to help him wash his sins away which in my perspective is contradicting as he has just killed the King and sinned but has the greed to ask Neptune who is a divine being for assistance. Additionally, his tone suggests that he is completely helpless to his mind and continuously wants more power so he can try and save himself. A Jacobean audience would see Macbeth as a tragedy right now and would be appalled at Macbeths arrogance and state. 

Linking to the previous paragraph, gain and loss of power is presented through Lady Macbeth. When lady Macbeth says "Out dammed spot, out i say!" In act one scene five. I believe that this quote shows Lady Macbeths power change later on into the play because here she appears powerful and keeps her aggressive tone as she has done throughout, although when looked deeper into, like Macbeth, her mind is out of control and out of power. Beforehand she prided herself in her calmness and cunningess, her rational thinking and ability to appear however she wanted to portray. However now that power and those abilities are being torn from her as she reveals her true state of mind, which is powerless and weak which was what women where like in Shakespearean times, so it was fitting for Shakespeare to present Lady Macbeth like this to show women cant take power. Another idea is that the repetition of the imperative "Out!" demonstrates one of her similarities to Macbeth which is demanding to have power even when it is taken.
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Comments:
To improve A few grammatical errors, whether that is just because of typo I’m not sure but these are not that important, so don’t dwell on it. All highlighted stuff is top level stuff, which you should take into consideration; that is the stuff that gets you extra marks. Not many techniques mentioned, however a lot of detailed symbolism and analysis will always get you more marks. I like that you include the author’s interpretation, keep that up. All paragraphs were in very organised order with all points gathered into each. Apart from the second to last paragraph, it’s always best to put the technique used at the start of your paragraph.
What went well The multiple interpretations in this are awesome. You really know the plot well and can analyse single, short quotes to the bone, keep this up. Throughout, you have sustained the audience’ viewpoint and the author’s intention which is great. The context in here is awesome, but ALWAYS link that specifically to the point you make and the evidence you give. Even if you have to make it really obvious to the examiner, it is going to get you easy marks.
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