Evaluation exemplars

Below are a couple of evaluations that have been completed at John Port. Both were from A* projects. Look at the structure and the language used and try to model yours in a similar fashion
Cannabis and alcohol addiction
Evaluation
My time spent writing my dissertation has been very valuable for me, it has allowed me to conduct in depth research for a topic that I am passionate about, but otherwise would have maybe overlooked, and I feel I have learned a considerable amount on this topic. I find myself being able to inform people about my project question, and confidently back myself and my arguments up with reliable information which I have gathered since November last year. I know that my knowledge is sound and secure due to the wide range of appropriate and reliable sources I have chosen to conduct my research from. Not once have I looked into a Wikipedia page, and I have tried my best not to take information from any source which can be edited or changed by someone who is not an expert in the field of medicine, or drugs effects on the body. My research has taught me a lot about the subject, and has widened my opinion about alcohol and cannabis, which beforehand I did not know much about. The main thing I have learned, even though my initial opinion with regards to my question has not changed, is that I need to be able to back up each of my points properly, accurately, and appropriately.
Since I started my project a few months later than other people, due to  a change in subject choice, I have been playing catch-up throughout my writing, and therefore haven’t been able to hit the same deadlines as other students. Instead I have tried my best to set my own deadlines, and be disciplined in following them. I feel I have been successful in doing this, which I feel can be proved by the fact I have managed to hand in my project at a similar time as my classmates. Throughout my writing I have incorporated proof reading, and have regularly sent my work to my teacher in order to keep on top of any grammatical errors, this will hopefully contribute positively towards my final grade. In order to finish my project, I have had to maintain a considerable amount of research in my spare time, as well as making plans for each section and jotting down any ideas for future reference.
If I was given the opportunity to complete my project again, I would definitely take advantage of the two months I missed out on this year. I would also endeavour to use a more versatile range of sources, by this I mean using books, medical journals, first-hand accounts and films or documentaries. I feel these sources could become more biased, especially as some may be based more on an individual’s experience, and therefore could be influence too much by opinions and emotions. However, when contrasted against one and other, this could be a feature which could work in a beneficial way to me. I have thoroughly enjoyed writing my dissertation and doing research was intriguing more than boring because of how interested in the subject I am.
I have gained, and developed a few skills whilst writing my project. I have learned how to properly write and structure a footnote, and how to write bibliography. I have learned how important it is to check the validity of your source, and quickly check the author (if possible) to see how many other relevant articles or papers they have written, or their career and qualifications, in order to give an indication as to how good their writing will be as a source. During my time in school I have had to do research before, but never to this standard. I have never had to research something so in-depth in any other subject, and I have never researched anything so interesting and informative. The literature review section of my dissertation really helped me develop this skill by a significant amount, and with practise at this in-depth research coupled with learning how to structure a footnote properly, my writing began to flow better and as I reached the discussion section I was able to fill my writing with valuable research as well as my own opinions easily and freely.


Was it justified to host the 2014 World Cup in Brazil

Evaluation

Before I ever put pen to paper I thought I knew all there was to know about my project and there was no way I was going to change my mind. However throughout the course of my work it has become abundantly clear that the position I held was influenced by the media and their perception on the World Cup. All I really knew was what had been drip fed to me by the press. Fortunately throughout the course of my work I have made significant progress into the understanding of the depth of my project title. 

At the beginning of my work I had never written a footnote and, for the most part I had no clue what one was. Since then I have developed my footnoting skills massively, learning how to lay them out and assess their reliability. Of course this amongst the others I have obtained are fantastic skills to have mastered looking forward to University. In particular the journalism course I want to study, the skills I have learnt will all be transferable and shall set me in great stead for the foreseeable future. 

By completing my dissertation I have been able to gain new skills and to my surprise I have found I am strong in many areas of my writing, such as research and linking evidence together. However I have discovered there were many negative aspects towards writing that I had made part of my routine that shouldn’t be there. The main negative of my dissertation was the use of capital letters, as I frequently used them out of context. Fortunately throughout my dissertation I have been able to eradicate this bad habit. The other issue I often faced was the problem of long sentences; sometimes I simply wouldn’t know when to end. Similarly to my grammatical errors this has now been removed from my work, which in my opinion is a huge positive. As a result of these changes my work became more coherent, it was set out better, and presentation wise it was more appealing. 

Given the chance to complete my project again I would for the most part stick to the same formula I have used throughout. Nevertheless I would not make what I believe was my biggest mistake. When completing my dissertation I decided to write my actual work and leave my footnotes till last, ultimately this was most defiantly the wrong decision. By the end of my dissertation I had managed to produce almost 85 footnotes as a result I found I was pushed for time to complete them. If I had done my footnotes and my dissertation at the same time I think I would not have had such problems. Although the World Cup is still in recent history I also believe I could have tried harder to use physical sources such as books and journals. Admittedly these would have been hard to come by but looking back there are still books written before the World Cup that were available. Lastly I would have used the resources around me such as teachers and football coaches who may have been at the World Cup or certainly those who watched it as they may have been able to offer reliable insight. Apart from this I feel my dissertation went better than expected and I was faced with few problems throughout. 
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