Deena Tomy         Romeo and Juliet- theme of Conflict
Shakespeare introduces the theme of conflict to present the dispute between the two feuding families- of the Capulets and the Montagues. Shakespeare presents both physical and emotional conflict to present this ongoing battle aroused by factors such as honour, love, and family..
Act 1 Scene 1 opens with brawls between the servants of the Capulet and Montague households, in a public place in Verona City. The setting is significant as it immediately portrays, that this feud is dominating society as if this ancient grudge has brought about recurrent brawls within the city of Verona. Shakespeare purposefully opens with this scene to covey that conflict is a vital theme in the play. This is reinforced in line fifty, where Gregory tells Sampson ‘”better, here comes one of my master kinsmen”. Gregory notifies Sampson of Benvolio’s arrival to convey that they should fight to show loyalty..  This illustrates, how Verona’s society has become corrupted by this ongoing feud that seems to make ‘ civil hand unclean’ – as mentioned in the prologue, meaning that innocent bystanders have been dragged into this pointless violence. Shakespeare then introduces the character of Benvolio, to break up the fight whose name has connotations of peace or benevolence however despite his peaceful nature, he is dragged into the conflict by Tybalt and this presents to the audience how conflict is now unavoidable, even for this who wishes to avoid conflict. Tybalt is used as a foil to Benvolio to propose two contrasting characracters that have such different attitudes to peace and conflict.  Tybalt opposes any talk of peace by saying “Talk of peace? I hate that word, as I hate hell, all Montagues and thee” in act one scene one.  The use of the rhetorical question ‘talk of peace?’ presents how Tybalt views peace as something strange or foolish and this demonstrates his aggressive nature has caused a hate for peace and a love for violence. Furthermore, Shakespeare uses repetition of the verb hate to covey his profound disgust at the Montagues and to also imply that Tybalt is synonymous with the word because his hate renders him incapable to express his emotions in another way. The word ‘ peace’ juxtaposes with ‘hell’ which has connotations to  a place filled with cruelty and violence to suggest that Tybalt represents the ugliness that lies below the surface of Verona. The effect of this is that it conveys how this feud has caused physical conflict between the families.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Shakespeare presents conflict having been derived from honour. Tybalt says “Now by the stock and the honour of my kin , To strike him dead I hold it not a sin”. Shakespeare foreshadows how Tybalt will seek revenge because he feels insulted as feels the need to defend his families’ honour by fighting. The juxtaposition of the words “honour” and “sin” presents Tybalt is driven by a wrapped sense of morality and this suggests that his blind loyalty is his justification for his violent actions. It is contextually significant that masculinity and honour was an important aspect during the Elizabethan period because it is the motivation that encouraged many of the male characters within Romeo and Juliet to fight in the name of family honour. Elizabethan audience would perceive this act of Tybalt, as righteous and honourable because, they would also view this as Tybalt defending his family honour, however modern audience would only see this as reckless and impulsive because these fights for honour can quickly become a duel to defend their own masculinity and this will only end by someone’s death, as seen in Act3 scene 1, later on in the play. In this scene a pivotal fight occurs all in the name of honour; where Tybalt seeks vengeance to defend his family honour and Mercutio seeks to duels to defend Romeos honour because he refuses to fight.  Mercutio is angered by this and critics Romeos cowardice as a “calm, dishonourable, vile, submission”. Shakespeare employs the adjective “vile”, which has connotations to disgusting and loathsome; to make it seem as if Mercutio is repulsed by this act of weakness. Furthermore, it illustrates Mercutio’s own attitude to submission- he is almost offended by his cowardice and it gives the impression that Mercutio is repelled from holding back in duels and views   this as “dishonourable” which means shameful. Shakespeare’s purpose is to expose the foundation less of the feud between the families by using honour as a factor leading to conflict, as the modern audience will view it as irresponsible and wild.
Internalised personal conflict is presented by the Juliet in Act3 scene 2 by a series of oxymoron’s. She describes Romeo as a “serpent heart hid with a flowering face”  Shakespeare presents how Juliet feels Romeo has tricked her with his good looks and is saying that he is a snake disguised as a flower. Juliet used to think of Romeo as a beautiful flower; but is now comparing him to a snake, a mythological symbol of evilness and vengeance. By doing so, Juliet’s original perception of Romeo being a sweet and innocent flower is proved wrong by him now being an evil and sneaky snake. She also claims him to be a “fiend angelical” She feels that she has been fooled by his appearance and he is actually a malevolent person.  "Fiend" is a person of great malice or wickedness and "Angelical" means a person, who is like an angel. The paradox reflects Juliet’s confused and raging emotions; which is a part of her Internalised personal conflict. Alternatively it may reflect her loyalty for both family and her husband which is constantly being tested by the feud and this allows both contemporary and modern audience to emotionally invest in Juliet. 
Internalised personal conflict is further explored in earlier scenes in Act 1 scene3, where Lady Capulet calls the nurse back in when discussing Paris’s marriage proposal.  This is highly unusual, because higher classes did not mix with lower classes during the Edwardian period therefore by doing this Shakespeare gives the impression that Lady Capulet feels uncomfortable talking to Juliet by herself, and requires the nurse, who is more of a motherly figure to Juliet than Lady Capulet.  Edwardian contemporary audience would view this as inappropriate however modern audience would perceive Lady Capulet as a cold and detached women because mothers are supposedly comfortable with their own daughters. This could suggest that her cold nature may be caused by her own conflicting marriage. Which is evidenced in Act 4 scene 4, when she teases Capulet “ you have been a mouse hunt in your time”, meaning Capulet used to be a women chaser. Her tone almost seems bitter and we see she is conflicted by this fact.
Shakespeare presents family conflict through the relationship between Lord Capulet and Juliet.  Lord Capulet is a typical patriarchal farther and considers Juliet as the “hopeful lady of my earth” in act 1 scene 2. The noun ‘hope’ is used to imply that Capulet has high expectations for Juliet. In this case, for women of Juliet’s status it would be the conventional arranged marriage. This creates a good perception of Lord Capulet to the Edwardian audience because during that time, it was courtesy for a farther to arrange her daughter marriage. In contrast, a modern audience would view this as exploitive and they would view Capulet trying to gain financial and social gain via marriage. In addition ‘hope’ could suggest that he has such high expectations because Juliet is his only child. Both Juliet and Capulet have this parity perception of which she should be like, therefore Juliet’s self-perception aids the way in which she conducts herself. This is evident in act 2 scene 2 , where she proposes marriage first to Romeo. It suggests that Juliet is respectful or otherwise knows her position in society because women of her status, at the time did not involve them in scandalous affairs. It is these high expectations that Capulet thinks they share, that causes a fracture in their relationship in act 3 scenes 5, which causes him to lash out at Juliet and make his finger “itch”. Shakespeare therefore conflict within their family 
In the last scene of the play, Montague says he will build a statue of gold for Juliet, and Capulet counters that he will build one “as rich” for Romeo.  It seems that, both families have reconciled because they are talking of a shared vison of the future. On the other hand Shakespeare ends with the audience really questioning whether the feud did end, because it also gives the impression that Capulet is trying to outdo Montague’s show of wealth. This suggests that conflict hasn’t ended and perhaps there is no resolution for conflict.
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