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Read this extract from the distressed reaction of the Capulet household to Juliet's death in Act 4, Scene 5 of Romeo and Juliet, then answer the question that follows. 

At this point of the play, Juliet's apparently dead body has been found on the morning of her wedding to Paris.




Starting with this conversation, explain how far you think Shakespeare explores parent-child relationships in Romeo and Juliet.

Write about:
• how Shakespeare presents parent-child relationships in this extract
[bookmark: _GoBack]• how Shakespeare presents parent-child relationships in the play as a whole.

[30 marks] AO4 [4 marks]



Important quotes in the text given:
1.“cruel Death hath catch’d it from my sight!”
2. “And with my child my joys are buried.”
3.” Death is my son-in-law. Death is my heir.”

Important moments throughout the play:
4.” My child is yet a stranger in the world.
She hath not seen the change of fourteen years.” Act 1 scene 2- paris and capulet talking about the marriage.
5. “out, you green-sickness carrion! Out you baggage! You tallow-face!" act 3 scene 5

Plan:
 

Paragraph 1:
.“cruel Death hath catch’d it from my sight!”
This exclamatory statement is lady Capulet expressing her distress after finding out that Juliet is apparently dead. 
The Possessive noun “my” used in the statement “catch’d it from my sight!” implicitly shows that the appearance of Juliets death is only present in some perspectives, this reinforces the secrecy behind the plot but also shows the lack of interest her parents have on Juliet and how they have limited knowledge on Juliets doings and whereabouts.
But also this dramatic statement could also be lady capulet exaggerating her grief caused by Juliets “passing”. which shows that Lady C is making sure her sorrow matches the expectations of people in the environment.

Paragraph 2:
“And with my child my joys are buried.”
The verb “buried” almost gives an image of covering, but this process can be reversed. Its almost as juliets death has forced capulet to bury his feeling to put on a “grief filled man” persona but as time progresses his is then able to uncover them and return to his norm. 



Paragraph 3:
.” Death is my son-in-law. Death is my heir.”
“Death”-the use of personification used to describe the termination of his hopes of having a son in law, shows the strong desire he had to continue the family, but not the physical family but it was the familys name that was most important to Lord C. The noun “heir” given to paris also shows the desire he had for an addition to his family. This shows that Lord C still had negative memories of his past children after they past and he saw paris as a very good candidate to continue the family.

Paragraph 4:
.” My child is yet a stranger in the world. She hath not seen the change of fourteen years.”
Earlier on in the play Paris requested to marry Juliet but Lord capulet refuse his offer.
His main reason was because she was to young.
“stranger”- the noun stranger has connotations of inexperience and that Juliet is lost in this new world she is newly exposed to. Also when Lord C was given this offer he began to repetitively use personal pronouns, for example the personal pronoun “my” used in the statement “ My child is yet a stranger in the world” Could be used to implicitly reinforce that Juliet belongs to him and that he is afraid of excess exposure at an early age.
“the change of fourteen years.”- the noun “change” could be referring to how many years she has experienced life, reinforcing the youthful age of her. But also this “change” could be reffering to the physical developments which are experienced as females go through puberty, this shows that Lord C wants Juliet to develope before being exposed to mature activities.

Paragraph 5:
“out, you green-sickness carrion! Out you baggage! You tallow-face!"
But later on in the play Lord Cs language use towards Juliet develops and becomes more violent as he begins to curse at her after he hears juliets opinions on the marriage.
“out,”-this quick statement ordering Juliet to leave shows the impatience he has for her in that moment. 
The use of repetitive exclamatory sentences show a very strong sense of rage
“you green-sickness carrion!”- a carrion fly are flys that normally food of flesh from dead animals or bodies, but the actions of a carrion fly closely relate to the actions of Juliet later on in the play: when she finds Romeo dead next to her in her grave she is there observing and admiring his body.
“You tallow-face!"- this insult translates to “you pale face”,  the adjective “pale” almost suggests a sense of death or illness which forgrounds the death of  Juliet later on.

 








