Mrs Birling => quotations and points 

· ‘A rather cold woman and her husband’s social superior’
·  ‘Really the things you girls pick up these days!’
· ‘men with important work’
· ‘have to spend nearly all their time and energy on business’
· ‘You’ll have to get used to that, just as I had.’
· Mrs Birling enters, briskly and self-confidently, quite out of key with the little scene that has just passed. Sheila feels this at once.
· ‘Girls of that class-‘
·  ‘my husband was Lord Mayor only two years ago and that he’s still a magistrate-‘
· (rebuking them) I’m talking to the Inspector now, if you don’t mind. (To INSPECTOR, rather grandly.)
· ‘Eric? Oh- I’m afraid he may have had rather too much to drink tonight.’
· ‘He’s only a boy’
· ‘It isn’t true.’
·  ‘You know him Gerald-and you’re a man-you must know this isn’t true.’
· Women of the town?’
· ‘I don’t think want any more details of this disgusting affair’
· ‘Simply because I’ve done nothing wrong- and you know it.’
· ‘it was simply a piece of gross impertinence- quite deliberate-and naturally that was one of the things that prejudiced me against her case.’
· ‘I think she only had herself to blame.’
· ‘It didn’t take me long to get the truth-or some truth- out of her.’
· ‘If you think you can bring any pressure to bear upon me, Inspector, you’re quite mistaken. Unlike the other three, I did nothing I’m ashamed of or that won’t bear investigation.’
· ‘you have no power to make me change my mind.’
· ‘She came to you for help, at a time when no woman could have needed it more.’ 
· ‘And you not only refused it yourself but saw to it that the others refused it too.’
· ‘You’ve had children. You must have known what she was feeling. And you slammed the door in her face.’
· [bookmark: _GoBack]‘Mother, I think it was vile and cruel.’
· ‘Go and look for the father of the child. It’s his responsibility.’
· ‘She was giving herself ridiculous airs.’
· ‘I accept no blame for it at all.’
· ‘you’re quite wrong to suppose I shall regret what I did.’
· ‘First, the girl herself.’
· ‘Secondly, I blame the young man who was the father of the child she was going to have.’
· ‘If, as she said, he didn’t belong to her class, and was some drunken young idler, then that’s all the more reason why he shouldn’t escape.’
· ‘He should be made an example of.’
· ‘If the girl’s death is due to anybody, then its due to him.’
· ‘he’d be entirely responsible’
· ‘he ought to be dealt with very severely’
· ‘(severely) You’re behaving like a hysterical child tonight.’
· ‘he’s compelled to confess in public his responsibility- instead of staying here asking quite unnecessary questions- then you really would be doing your duty.’
· (triumphantly)
· ‘I don’t believe it. I won’t believe it.’
· ‘you’re not the type-you don’t get drunk-‘
· ‘you don’t understand anything. You never did. You never even tried’ [Eric]
· ‘mother hardened her heart’ [Sheila]
· ‘Really, from the way you children talk, you might be wanting to help him instead of us. Now just be quiet so that your father can decide what we ought to do. (Looks expectantly at Birling.)’
· ‘I felt it all the time.’
· ‘I wish I’d been here when that man first arrived. I’d have asked him a few questions before I allowed him to ask us any.’
·  ‘I was the only one of you who didn’t give into him’




· Mrs Birling represents the upper class/aristocracy
· Mrs Birling is cold and harsh
· Mrs Birling is arrogant and confident
· Mrs Birling understands her role as a woman
· Mrs Birling looks down upon lower classes
· Mrs Birling lacks social awareness
· Mrs Birling keeps up social appearances
· Mrs Birling thinks highly of herself and likes to keep others in check
· Mrs Birling is judgemental and prejudiced
· Mrs Birling turned Eva Smith down when she came to her charity organisation for help
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